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TO  A  FRIEND 


ON  THE 


CONDUCT  OF  THE  ADHERENTS 


TO 


MR.  BURR. 


«e». 


BY  JAMES  CHEETHAM. 


f&iNTEp    »V    Jamej   Cheetham,    No.    136,    Psarx.-st&k*T, 

wttk 


J  LETTER,  Bin 


X  OulR.  letter  of  the  27th  infant  came  to  hand  foft»rd£n 
and  I  thank  you  kindly  fur  it;  but  n  y  time  is  fo  fully  en  p.  y- 
€'•  with  the  ordinary  concerns  of  the  daily  paper,  that  I  fea?  I 
snail  be  unable  to  find  leii"ure  to  aniwer  your  Queries  fatisFac- 
torily.     You  requefl  in  ormation  en  the  fdlioiring  qu  fno      * 

"  What  were  the  motives  of  Mr  Irving,  tor  cfchfentkig  0 
beeome  the  I  ditor  of  the  Morning  Chronicle,  a  paper  contef- 
fedly  under  the  patronage  of  the  Vite*Prefidtnt  ?" 

"  .  t  what  period  were  fuip'jcioi  s  firft  entertained  cf  Mr, 
Burr's  fidelity  to  the  republican  party  ? 

"  By  what  particular  a£ts  of  his  were  theyexcited,  and  ^heri 
and  what  meafures  were  adopted  to  counteract  Lis  fbhernes  b£ 
perfonal  aggrandizement  ?" 

Your  queries  embrace  the  entire  hulory  of  fvlr.  Eurr's  in- 
trigues to  advance  himfelf  to  the  prefidency,  again/1  the  clear ly 
exprefled  will  of  the  republican  party,  and  that  for  a  variety  of 
delicate  and  prudential  reafons,  I  am  not  "at  liberty  to  detail.. 
Tour  anxiety  carries  you  to  an  extreme  length  :  this  is  the  effect 
©f  your  zeal  for  the  public  good  -y  of  yt  «r  attachment  -to  that 
fublime  experiment  in  polities,  which  we  are  now  making  with 
Ve  y  flattering  pro fpe 61  s  of  fuccefs,  While  I  rejoice  at  this 
exhibition  of  lenfibiiity,  I.  regret  that  I  cannot  gratify  the 
anxious  difpofition  if  has  produced.  Yon. will  not,  however, 
coniirue  this  inability  to  comply  in  part  with  your  wifhes,  into 
a  cenfure  of  your  folicitude,  which  I  admire,  fmce  it  tends  to 
leeep  alive  "  the  fpavks  from  the  altar  of  '76,"  and  evinces  that 
you  are  as  juftly  jealous  of  your  rights,  as  you  are  laudably, 
anxious  to  purfue  the  requifite  means  to  preferve  diem. 

*  The  Editor  of  the  Mornirg  Chronicle  Kar  commenced  what  he 
deems  a  defence  of  Mr.  Purr'-  conduct  with  regard  to  the  negociatiAn 
entered  into  by  him  with  David  A.  Ogden,  F.q.  'he  authorised  agent 
cf  certain  federal  members  of  Cotigrcfs.  The  reader  i  Rdveriiftd  that 
this  letter  is  not  intended  as  a  reply  to  th  t  defence.  1  bold  it  impr  ffs- 
fele  for  a  mncti  more  ing>n;ou3  a*d  t-nerpetic  man  than  Mr.  Irving  to 
affect  >hi  juft  imprtflion  made  or.  the  public  by  w  hat  has  already  beer* 
promulgcd  o<>  this  i':ibjec"t.  Ifj  however,  a  y  tlvn.*  tr  at  may  br  Oum- 
fcled  upon  (hall  appear  worthy  ot-icp.;jv  Mr.  Burr  auditor.  Irving  flr&U 
Dot  pais  uunoiictU. 
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You  afk,  "  what  were  the  motives  of  Mr.  Irving  for  confent* 
itig  to  become  the  Editor  of  tie  Mowing  Chronicle,  a  paper  c-*n~ 
ftjfcdly  under  the  patronage  of  the  Vice-Prcftdent?" 

Actions  only,  my  dear  fir,  can  determine  the  character  of 
motives  which  the  tongue  conceals  j  and  in  tracing  thefe  the 
conclufions  of  the  judicious  obferver  will  feldem  be  eflentially 
erroneous.  Locke,  a  luminary  of  the  world,  obferves  in  his. 
efTciy  on  the  Human  Underftanding,  that  a  chriftian  by  profef- 
fian  is  femetimes  an  infidel  in  practice,  and  that  whatever  be 
the  pretenfions  of  fuch  a  man  to  reverence  and  affection  for 
the  Saviour,  he  has  no  good  title  to  the  chriftian  character. 
The  fage  had  nicely  examined  that  affemblage  of  qualities  which 
compofe  the  hypocrite,  and  knew  that  his  actions  form  the  belt 
criterion  of  his  mind. 

To  appreciate  the  motives  of  Vr.  Irving  for  confenting  to 
become  the  Jtditor  of  the  Morning  Chronicle,  it  will  be  necef- 
iary  to  review  his  previous  conduct  and  opinion  ;  an  accurate 
eftimate  of  thefe  will  enable  us  to  pronounce  whether  they* 
were  virtuous  or  vicious — whether  he  merits  the  pity  or  the 
contempt  of  mankind. 

Among  our  moil  eftimable  citizens,  there  are  many  who 
never  entertained  a  tranfeendent  opinion  of  Mr.  Burr's  inte- 
grity :  with  this  clais  fufpicions  of  his  views  are  of  an  early 
date.  They  perceived,  or  thought  they  perc  ived,  in  his  trans- 
actions, private  and  public,  an  afpiring  felfifhnefs  on  the  one 
hand,  and  a  laxity  of  principle  on  the  other,  that  ill  comports 
with  thofe  moral  and  magnanimous  qualities  that  are  eiTential 
to  the  prefervation  of  a  free  Republic.  Time  has  difcovered 
that  they  were  intelligent  and  watchful  guardians  of  the  com- 
monweal. Still  thofe  fufpicions  formed  no  obftacle  in  the  way 
of  his  ambition  •,  and  were  it  in  the  nature  of  vice  to  know  at 
what  point  to  flop  in  the  afcending  fcale,Mr.  Burr  would  at  this 
moment  have  commanded  an  exalted  place  in  the  affections 
of  a  large  portion  of  his  fellow  citizens.  But  his  ambition. 
Sir,  was  bounded  only  by  impoflibilities;  he  covetted  the  chief 
magiftracy  of  the  union,  and  miftrufting  the  tardinefs  and  cer- 
tainty of  the  reprefencative  fyftem  for  his  elevation,  relied  oil 
the  efficacy  of  criminal  intrigue  for  a  gratification  of  his 
improper  defires. 

If  to  avert  the  calamitous  effects  that  mud  have  refulted 
from  a  confpiracy  of  the  character  and  magnitude  of  the  one 
entered  into  by  Mr.  Burr  for  hinfelfon  the  one  fide,  and  Mr. 
Ogden,  in  behalf  of  federal  members  of  Congrefs  on  the  other, 
be  a  blefhng,  we  are  principally  indebted  for  it  to  the  gentle» 
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men  alluded  to,  Admonifhed  by  the  part,  they  could  not  fan1 
of  paying  more  than  ordinary  attention  to  his  conduct  pending 
the  presidential  election.  The  former  part  of  his  political  life 
had  taught  them  that  he  would  endeavour  to  profit  of  that  in- 
centive toiitrigue  which  the  conftitution,  as  it  now  ftands,  in 
refpedt  to  the  election  of  Prefident  and  Vice  President,  offers 
to  the  ambitious.  Their  vigilance  was  therefore  commenfurate 
to  their  apprehenfions.  Anxious  for  the  liberty,  the  prosperity 
and  the  tranquillity  of  the  union,  and  knowing  that  to  fet  afide 
by  intrigue  the  choice  of  the  people  for  the  prefidency,  would, 
in  all  probability,  occafion  anarchy  and  bloodfhed,  they  watched 
him  with  lynx  eyes,  that,  if  necerTary,  they  might  defeat  his 
evil  machinations. 

It  would  be  tedious  fir,  even  were  I  permitted  by  circum  * 
{lances,  to  detail  the  minute  and  grofler  indications  of  Mr.  Burr 
before  and  during  the  prefidential  election,  that,  to  them,  were 
"  proof  ftrong  as  holy  writ,"  of  his  want  of  fidelity  to  the  par- 
ty to  whom  he  had  pretended  attachment,  and  of  his  difpofi- 
tion,  by  eluding  its  force,  to  furniih  the  enemies  of  reprefenta- 
tive  government,  here  and  abroad,  with  the  moft  powerful 
weapons  againft  it.  On  this  fubject,  fufficient  for  every  falu- 
tary  purpofe  has  already  been  faid  in  the  "View"  of  his  political 
conduct,  and  in  a  more  recent  publication.  I  advert  to  this 
period  with  a  view  only  to  fill  up,  in  fome  meafure,  the  chafm. 
that  would  be  occafioned  by  omitting  to  notice  it.} 

In  thofe  publications  it  has  been  fatisfa£torily  fhewn,  that  the 
conteft  in  the  Houfe  of  rReprefentatives  is  principally,  if  not 
entirely,  attributable  to  his  machinations.  By  the  adoption  of  a 
wife  and  dignified  policy,  one  that  would  have  enfured  to  him 
the  efteem  of  the  good  of  both  parties,  he  had  it  in  his  power  to 
arreft  at  once  the  oppofition  of  the  federal  party  in  the  Houfe. 
His  letter  to  General  Samuel  Smith  of  Baltimore,  that  famous 
fpecimen  of  the  equivoque,  was  aliment  to  it.  In  this  light  it 
was  viewed  by  the  federal  members  at  Wathington,  as  appears 
by  a  publication  infertea  in  the  Wafhington  Federalift,  the  of- 
ficial paper  of  the  party  during  the  latter  days  of  the  admini- 
stration of  Mr.  Adams.  This  publication  commences  with  the 
following  remarks  : 

«'  1  here  was  inferted  in  yefterday's  Federalift,  a  letter  from 
Col.  Burr,  which  we  venture  to  predict  can  be  conceived  in  no 
other  light  than  as  additional  evidence  of  his  jitnefs  to  fill  the 
prefidential  chair." 

On  Mr.  Burr's  ambiguous  mode  of  «  difclaiming  all  compe- 
tition with  Mr.  Jefferfon ,"  the  writer  obierves, 
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"But  if  the  rigorous  conftruction  of  th?  term  c  competition* 
{hall  prevail  fo  as  to  embrace  even  involuntary  competition,  if. 
fubitantialiy  operates  a  dtftru&ion  of  what  Col.  Burr  clings  to 
as  a  principle,  to  wit,  that  he  will  not  be  inftrumental  in  coun- 
teracting the  wifhes  of  the  United  States.  For  how,  otherwife, 
in  the  name  of  common  fenfe,  could  r.  Burr  become  inftru- 
mental  in  counteracting  the  wifhes  of  the  United  States,  than- 
by  refiiftngi  after  the  people  at  large  have  ctled  on  the  cccajiony  to 
acquiefce  in  any  election  which  Congrefs,  or  rather  the  United 
Skates  in  Congrefs  affemblcd,  (hall  think  proper  to  make  ?" 

Thus  you  fee,  my  good  fir,  that  the  federal  gentlemen  at 
Wafhington  perfectly  understood  Mr.  Burr's  logic  about  "  dis- 
claiming compttition,"and  that  by  an  infelicitous  attempt  at  me- 
taphysical reafoning  on  voluntary  and  involuntary  actions,  they 
fought,  conjointly  with  himfelf,  to  deceive  the  people  with  rc-~ 
gard  to  the  extenfive  plans  of  intrigue  which  were  then  in  ope- 
ration. Well  might  they  declare,  in  one  of  their  favourite  pub- 
lic prints,  that  his  letter  to  General  Smith  "could  be  conceived 
in  no  other  light  than  as  additional^  evidence  of  his  Jii,  efs  to 
fill  the  Presidential  chair,"  for  they  deemed  it  equally  calculated- 
to  anfwer  the  double  purpofe  of  holding  out  on  the  one  hand, 
confirmatory  affurances  of  a  difpofition  to  co-operate  cordially 
with  them,  and  on  the  other,  cf  calming  the  anxieties  of  thofe 
who  d.  Signed  the  P  efidency  for  Mr.  Jefferfon. 

The  extract  con  ains  a  fentence  which  it  may  not  be  amifs  to- 
nfr  in  Support  of  the  remark,  that  Mr.  Burr  had  it  in  his  power 
to  put  an  end  at  once  to  the  conflict,  in  the  Houfe  of  Represen- 
tatives; and  I  the  more  readily  avail  myfelf  of  it,  fince  it  ex- 
hibits the  fenfe  on  this  Subject  of  the  oppofers  of  the  admhiift 
tration.  It  is  this  ;  that  Mn  Burr,  to  ufe  their  own  language, 
cruld  not  "  become  inftrumental  in  counteracting  the  wifhes 
of  the  United  States  otherwife  than  by  refufmg,  after  the  people 
at  lar^e  had  acted  on  the  cccaiion,"  i.  e.  after  the  Houfe  of 
Representatives  had  elected  him,  6ito  acquiefce  in  the  choice.'* 
TJ  his  courfe,  which  the  writer  of  the  paragraph  ib  pleafed  to 
fuppofe  would  have  been  "counteracting  the  wifhes  of  the 
United  States,"  was  the  only  honourable  one  that  Mr.  Burr 
could  have  taken.  Had  he,  inftead  of  writing  his  equivocal 
letter  to  General  Smith,  cauftfd  it  to  be  promulgated  to  the 
public,  in  language  fo  explicit  as  not  to  be  mifunderftood,  th;;t 
if  elected  he  would  not  acquiefce  in  the  deeifion  of  the  Houle, 
feeing  that  the  republican  party  were  undivided  in  their  choice 

f  What  other  evidence  of  his  fitne^t  lud  they  received  to  which  a^u* 
fiou  la  litre  rauiU^ 
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iof  Mr.  JefTerfon,  it  is  not  extravagant  to  affirm  that  the  federal- 
ids  woud  have  relinquifhed  a  corned  from  which  nothing 
advantageous  to  their  party  could  refuit.  This  opinion  is  im- 
parte  in  the  cited  paragraph  ;  and  hence  the  writer  faw  in  the 
opp  fite  conduit  puriued  by  Mr.  Burr,  ««  additional  evidence  of 
liis  fitnefs  to  fill  the  prefidential  chair."  But  you  will  agree, 
fir,  with  me  in  opinion,  that  a  courfe  fo  honorable,  fo  dignified, 
and  fo  explicit,  was  inconfident  with  his  plan,  which  was  art- 
fully fram-d  to  hold  out  aflurances  of  fidelity  to  the  federal, 
while  he  was  feeking  to  betray  the  republican  parry. 

The  rcfult  of  the  memorable  druggie  in  the  hi  ufe,  fo  grate- 
ful to  the  people,  was  far  from  being  agreeable  to  the  wifhes 
and  expectations  of  Mr.  Burr.  In  the  decifion  his  pride  re» 
ceived  a  mortal  wound:  he  was  difappointed — he  was  mor- 
tified beyond  the  power  of  language  to  defcribe.  By  indi- 
rect means  he  had  artfully  endeavoured  to  alienate  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people  from  their  duty,  and  he  had  fo  far  fucceeded 
with  afeivy  as  to  render  fucctfs  with  him  no  longer  dubitable. 

But  though  to  encompafs  the  prefidency  againft  the  wifhes 
of  the  people,  he  had  formed,  and  carried  into  efFe£t,a  fyftem 
of  intrigue  unparalleled,  for   its  fubtkty  and  mifchievous  ten- 
dency, in  modern  times,  yet  his  arts  were  known  but  to  a  few. 
The  murmur  of  fufpicion  was,  indeed,  in  refpect.  to  the  pre* 
fidential  election,  fometimes  heard  j  but  a  knowledge  of  the 
grounds  of  it  was  confined  to  a  very  narrow  compafs.    'i  he 
nature  of  the  tranfa£Uon  will  account  for  this  concealment  by 
the  members  of  the  confpiracy.     The  veil  that  hid  the  treafon 
of  Catiline  was  unrent  when  the  torch  was  ligh.ed  to  confla- 
grate Rome,  and  the  hands  of  the  traitors  were  uplifted  to  plun- 
der and  butcher  its  inhabitants.     Fulvia  difcovered  the  treafon 
of  Catiline  j  Mr.  Ogden  is  the  Fulvia  of  the  United  States. 

While  the  effence  of  the  pernicious  intrigue  may  fatisfaclo- 
Tily  account  for  the  refervednefs  of  a  r.  Burr  and  his  partizans, 
it  may  dill  be  demanded,  why  did  not  the  gentlemen — for  there 
mud  have  been  fome  w.  o  were  not  ignorant  of  the  exidence 
of  the  confpiracy — immediately  unfold  it  to  the  country  ?  It  is 
to  me  obvious  that  one  or  two  gentlemen  were,  previous  to  the 
ftruggle  in  the  Ho  ufe  of  Representatives,  acquainted  with  Mr, 
Burr's  negociation  with  Mr.  Ogden.  I  infer  this  from  the  (ingle 
circumftance,  th-t  General  Hamilton's  letter,  addreffed  to  a. 
member  of  the  Senate,  and  in  which  he  details  the  general 
terms  of  the  negociation,  as  derived  from  Mr.  Ogden  hiirw 
ielf,  was  written  in  New- York  near  the  20th  January,  1801, 
and  received  at  Washington  about  the  26th — fome  time  prtvi* 
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•us  to  the  commencement  of  the  balloting  in  the  houfe.  Tht* 
letter,*  of  pith  and  moment ,  included  in  my  ninth  on  the  lub- 
jttl  of  the  negociation,  was,  in  all  probability,  early  in  Fe- 
bruary, 1 80 1,  within  the  knowledge  of  the  gentleman  who 
cauled  it  to  be  communicated  for  publication.  On  the  pre- 
emption of  this  fa£t,  it  may  with  great  propriety  be  aiked, 
why  was  it  not  inltantly  pubiiihed  ?  The  gentleman  can  beft 
anfwer  the  queilion  himi'df  j  but  of  this  I  am  perfuaded  that 
there  exifted  a  difpofition,  dictated  by  the  purett  motives,  to 
permit  the  tranfaciion  to  defcend  tranquilly  to  the  tomb  of 
oblivion,  and  that  Mr.  Burr's  hoftility  to  the  administration, 
which  was  too  apparent  to  the  decerning  to  be  doubted,  alone 
induced  a  developement  of  the  negociation. 

This  hoftility  to  the  adminiftration,  manifefted  in  multifari- 
ous forms,  originated  in  motives  of  a  purely  felfifh  nature 
with  Mr.  Burr,  who  carefully  initilied  it  into  his  partizans, 
fome  of  whom  were  lefs  dexterous  and  prudential  in  the  exhi- 
bition of  it  than  himfelf.  He  was  tor  Japping  the  adminiftra- 
tion, while  many  of  his  lefs  managing  and  artful  followers, 
fuchas  Mr.  Davis,  keen  in  their  refentments  and  hafty  in  their 
decisions  to  derogate  from  ihz  merits  of  the  executive,  that 
they  might  prepare  the  «  ay  for  ihe  election  of  their  hero,  de- 
claimed, at  convenient  times  and  places,  openly  againft  him. 
One  of  the  oftenfible  grounds  of  complaint  within  the  factious 
circle,  as  ear  y  as  June,  1801,  was  dij appointment  of  office. 

With  regard  to  this  important  consideration,  between  Mr. 
Burr  and  his  partizans,  there  was  a  reciprocity  of  feelings 
The  former,  in  his  mild  fyftem  o[  intended  oppefition  to  the 
adminiftration,  was  anxious  to  fortify  himfelf  with  as  much  of 
the  influence  of  office  as  could  be  acquired,  and  he  therefore  in- 
ceflantly  importuned  and  teazed  the  executive  to  commiflion, 
his  followers  to  the  firft  places  ol  honor  and  emolument.  la 
this  his  obje£t  was  two-fold  j  if  fuccefsful  in  his  applications 
he  entertained  a  hop-,  one  indeed  that  has  been  in  many  in- 
ftances  realized,  that  the  fortunate  incumbents,  veiled  with 
the  authority  and  bleffed  with  the  emoluments  of  oifice,  through 
his  inftrumentality,  would  not,  in  the  critical  fcenes  through 
which  he  was  to  pafs,  relinquifh  him ;  if  fruftrated,  difappoint- 
ment  would  add  to  the  fettled  repugnance  of  the  expectant* 
to  the  adminiftration.  From  this  he  hoped  to  reap  a  rich 
Tiarvelt  of  glory.  In  many  applications  he  was  fortunate  j  but 
his  claims  were  io  numerous,  and  his  ambition  £q  inordinate^ 

*  Wjtifb  may  be  pregucc^ 
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that  he  could  neither  expect  the  one  nor  the  other  to  be  gra- 
tified. He  procured,  however,  the  appointment  of  mafvet' 
for  Mr.  John  Swartwout,  who  in  his  clofe  adherence  to  him 
through  every  vicillitude,  has  exhibited  his  gratitude  for  the 
favour.  For  an  elderly  gentleman  he  obtained  from  the  exe- 
cutive  a  fuperihtendency,  and  he  has  found  even  in  his  feeble 
fupport,  abundant  reward.  Others  might  be  mentioned,  but 
I'muft  avoid  prolixity. 

But  neither  William  P.  Van  Ne'fs,  who  v:'fited  the  city  of 
Wafhington  in  the  hope  of  reward,  nor  Mr.  Mathew  L. 
Davis,  who  journeyed  to  Monticello  laden  with  a  huge  package 
of  recommendatory  letters  for  an  office  ;  Mr.  Timothy  Greene, 
who  is  a  fuppliant  to  Mr.  Burr,  nor  Mr.  John  [captain]  Sant- 
ford,  who  pays  adoration  to  him,  was  gratified  in  their 
expectations  of  office.  It  is  hardly  in  the  power  of  the  richeih 
f.'.ncy  to  figure  to  itfelf  the  fombre  looks,  tire  deje£ted  coun- 
tenances exhibited  by  thefe  gentlemen '  when  hope  no  longer 
Woyed  up  their  expectations.  It  was  "conjectured  that  fome 
evil  genius  advifed  the  executive  to  disregard  the  recommen-. 
dations  of  Mr.  Burr,  and  fo  come  to  an  open  rupture  with 
him  at  once  5  and  many  'unpleafant  infmuations  were  thrown 
out  againft  the  eloquent  chancellor  Livingfton,  who  was  at 
Wafhington  making  arrangements  for  the  execution  of  his 
important"  million,  when  Mr.  William  P.  Van  Nets  viiited 
that  city,  and  to  Whom' his  failure  was  principally  attributed. 

Difcontent  was  now  circulated,  and  gentle  oppofiticn  to  the 
executive  advifed  and  encouraged.  It  was  regretted  thqt  fortuu?t 
or  fome  more  powerful  agent,  |had  not  inter  poied  efficacioufiy  and 
made  Mr.  BurrPrefident.  It  was  difcovered  efedfthe  executive 
was-  too  philosophic  for  his  Ration,  and  that  in  the  Vice-Prefident: 
all  the  qualities  of  the  fb.tefman  and  the  foldier  were  happily 
combined  !    He  was  all  that  was  great  and  good  ! 

The  murmurs  of  thefe  office-hunting  patriots  were  by  no 
means  allayed  by  events  in  the  ftate  of.  New-York.  In  Sep- 
tember 1 80 1  Mr.  Burr  was,  by  not  a  few,  ftrongiy  fufpecred, 
and  not  on  light  grounds,  of  improper  conduct  during  the  Pre- 
sidential election;  and  his  deportment  fubfequent  to  it,  as  well 
as  that  of  his  friends  by  whom  he  was  furrounded,  had  far  from 
a  tendency  to  lefTen  the  fufpicion.'  He  had  fpoken,  on  various 
occafions,  in  terms  of  great  difrefpecr.  of  the  aclminiftration  ; 
and  in  a  company  of  federal  gentlemen  in*  this  city,  at  which 
many  of  our  high-toned  lawyers  were  prefent,  he  had  declared 
that  the  republicans ^  the  conservators  of  liberty,  were  incompe- 
tent   to  maintain,  without   the  aid  of  the  refpe£fcable   of  the 
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federal  p;irty,  a  truly  dignified  government.  Ills  tete-a- 
tete  remarks  were  the  following  day  reported  in  Mr.  Lang's 
Gazette,  and,  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  truly. 

With  thefe  and  many  other  evidences  of  dereli£tion  and  dif- 
afTeclion,  which  it  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate,  fufpicions 
itrong  and  well-founded  were  entertained  that  his  views  were 
extremely  pernicious.  Thefe  were  corroborated  by  the  know- 
ledge ftiat  General  Hamilton  had  openly  declared,  in  a  mixt 
company  at  Albany  the  preceding  winter,  that  Mr.  Burr  had 
intrigued  for  the  Prefidency,  and  that  he  could  prove  it  in  a 
cm  ft  ofjitjiicei 

The  Council  of  Appointment  were  not  ignorant  of  the  caufes. 
which  had  excited  the  fufpicion,  and  it  is  not  necefTary  to  con- 
teal  their  juft  and  patriotic  determination  to  abftain  from  ap- 
pointing to  offices  thofe  who  were  known  to  be  willing  inferu- 
ments  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Burr.  Accordingly  great  caution 
was  obferved  by  the  appointing  power  in  the  difpenfation  of  ofli- 
res,  fuch  as  we  had  a  right  to  expect  from  men  diftinguimed 
for  wifdom,  patriotifm,  and  integrity.  But  with  all  their  care, 
a  fewperfons  attached  to  Mr.  Burr  received  appointments.  Nor 
is  this  furprifing  ;  for  at  that  time,  the  fubjecfc  that  has  been  fo 
fully  difcutied  fince,  was  in  embryo.  The  applications,  how- 
ever, of  the  noted  devotees  to  the  Vice-Prefident  failed.  Mr. 
Thomas  Smith,  a  clerk  in  chancery,  had  the  extreme  riwdeftytp 
rmply  for  the  office  of  Recorder  of  the  city  of  New- York.! 
Were  you,  my  dear  fir,  acquainted  with  this  gentleman,  you 
would  join  with  me  in  pronouncing  the  application  an  a£t  of' 
fmgular  vanity.  Mr.  Smith's  abilities  may  be  adequate  to  the 
mechanical  office  he  holds,  but  when  he  afpires  toaiy  thing 
higher,  he  greatly  over-rates  his  powers. 

Mr.  Smith  was  difappointed  in  his  exorbitant  expectations, 
principally  owing  to  a  want  of  ab  lity  to  fill  the  oihee^  his  de- 
votion, however, to  the  Vice-Prefident  formed  an  obftacle  to  the 
completion  of  his  wifhes. 

Mr.  Timothy  Greene  applied  for  the  ouice  of  Surrogate  i 
There  was  in  this  application  fomething  indeed  very  extraordi- 
nary! You  have  heard  in  what  manner  Mr.  Burr  adminiftered 
to  the  effecls  of  Albright  Bhernes.  Mr.  Greene  was  inexplicably 
connected  with  him  in  that  lingular  tranfaclion ;  and  the  fuit 
now  pending  againft  the  Vice-Prefident  at  the  in  fiance  of  the 
friends  of  the  deceafed  might  have  been  in  the  Surrogate's  de- 
partment !  Undcrtiiefe  circum  fiances  it  would  have  been  as  in- 
delicate in  the  Council  to  have  appointed  Mr.  Greene  to  that 
office,  as  it  was  in  him  to  apply  for  it.    Mr.  Greene  was  a  travel- 
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3mg  agent  for  Mr.  Burr  during  the  Pre fidential  ele&ion ;  the 
feat  of  his  particular  million  was  Columbia,  in  South  Carolina. 
'  Mr.  Ezekiel  Robins — a  rare  inuance  of  ignorance  and  vanity 
united—a  friend  of  Mr.*  Burr,  was,  perhaps,  of  all  others, 
the  moil  extravagant  in  his  expectations.  To  fecure  one  he  laid 
claim  to  many  offices;  he  was  frulirated  in  every  inftance. 

Difappoiittment  united  thefe  pretenders  to  patriotifm  more 
cloftly  to  Mr.  Burr,  who  was  the  benignant  patron  of  the  un- 
prtf.uate!  No  difcontented  man  ever  went  to  his  ho.ufe  and 
left  it  without  temm  if e  ration  \  for  difafFcctien  augmented  his 
evanefcent  ranks,  and  he  nourifhed  it  with  paternal  fenfibility  ! 
In  September,  or  at  farthest,  October,  1801,  there  is  rea- 
fon  to  believe  all  written  eorrefpondeuce  between  our  virtu- 
ous chief  magiflrate  and  the  Vice  Prefident  had  ceajed,  Per- 
fuaded  that  at  Head  Quarters  he  was  viewed  in  an  unfavour- 
able point  of  light,  and  mortified  litice  he  could  no  longer  dic- 
tate the  appointment  of  his  adherents,  he  turned  his  attention 
to  the  (tate  government,  where  he  found  the  fame  difficulties 
to  encounter. 

His  firft  object  was  to  elFeft  a  change  in  the  Council  of 
Appointment  conducive  to  his  views  and  kind  to  the  expecta- 
tions of  his  craving  friends.  It  was  important  that  his  influ- 
ence fhould  increafe  in  the  ftate  of  New-York  at  lealt  in  pro- 
portion to  its  diminution  in  the  union.  lie  therefore  afpired 
to  a  feat  in  the  itate  convention,  where  he  flattered  himfelf  he 
could  mitigate  the  fervor  of  fufpicion  which  began  to  manifeil; 
itfelf  in  well-informed  circles  in  various  parts  of  the  (late.  To 
prevent  the  election  of  thofe  whom  lie  had  reafon  to  believe 
were  aware  of  his  paft  conduct,  was  eiiential  to  his  fucceis. 
This  he  attempted,  but  in  vain. 

His  fcheme  to  reduce  the  number  of  the  Senate  from  43  to 
1-6  members,  was  dictated  by  a  wifh  to  effect  the  change  in  the 
council  of  appointment  already  mentioned.  For  a  full  expoiition 
of  his  arts  en  this  important  fubject,  I  take  the  liberty  01  refer- 
ring you  to  the  "  View." 

His  deportment  in  the  convention  ffrengthened  and  confirm- 
ed pre-exifting  fufpicions.  It  excited  enquiries  extremely  pre- 
judicial to  himfelf. 

His  connection  with  '-he  notorious  John  Wood,  and  the 
fupprefiion  of  his  Hiftory  of  the  Adminiitration  of  Mir.  Adams, 
were  a  topic  of  common  obfervation  in  the  city.  In  thefe  An- 
gular tranfactions  he  appeared  to  great  disadvantage. 

Jealoufy  and  fufpicion  every  day  increafed  among  thofe  who 
kept  a  fteady  eye  on  the  crafty  Vice-Prefidcnr,  and  even  t© 
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v.pcrfons  who  rarely  do  more  than  glide  over  the  fuperficies  of 
great  political  events,  he  appeared  in  a  forbidding  attitude. 

In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  was  artfully  myfteri- 
cus.  Fearful  of  exciting  the  difpleafure  of  the  Federal,  by  an 
exhibition  of  undifguifed  attachment  to  the  Republican  mem- 
bers, he  kept  aloof  from  thofe  who  had  been  initrumental  in 
elevating  him  to  the  fecond  function  in  the  government.  This 
cold  and  cautious  policy,  that  betrayed  felf-condemnation,  was 
followed  by  its  natural  effects  :  it  incited  in  the  republicans 
difguft,  while  the  federalifts  faw  in  it  a  pufillanimity,  an  inde- 
.cifivenefs,  incompatible  with  the  boldnefs  of  his  defigns. 

This  was  the  more  furprifing  to  the  federal  fenators,  as  in 
private  he  was  with  them  more  than  ufually  affable  and  cour- 
,teous. 

The  diflance  that  feparated  the  republican  .fenators  from  the 
Vice-Prefident,  was  everyday  increased,  and  in  a  fhort  time  he 
found  it  necefiary,  in  fome  degree,  to  throw  afide  the  veil  which 
lie  had  fancied  covered  his  duplicity. 

I  allude  to  his  conduct  on  the  judiciary  bill.  On  this  I  need 
not  expatiate.^  it  is  fufficientlyjmown,  and,  among  Republicans, 
reprobated.  I  will  only  add  that  while  he  manifefted  a  difpo- 
Ction.to  a£r.  with  the  Federalifts  in  the  Senate,  he  had  not  the 
courage  to  do  fo  openly  ;  he  affeded  to  olciilate  between  the 
two  parties.  His  "hoftility  to  the  adminiftration,  his  defigns, 
and  his  views  were  now  difplayed  to  the  Republican  Senators, 
in  a  form  and  fubftance  too  glaring  to  be  doubted. 

An  event  which  immediately  followed  confirmed  their  opini- 
on— I  mean  the  fecrecy  with  which  he  meanly  vifited  the  jede* 
rat  bacchanalian  meeting  at  "Wafhingtcn,  and  the  memorable 
toaft  he  there  drank,  viz.  rc  an  union  of  honest  men." 

This  celebrated  toaft  was  drank  upon  the  back  of  his  conduct 
in  the  Senate,  when  many  of  the  federalifts  were  urging  the 
people  to  rebellion,  and  more  declaring,  from  motives  purely 
of  a  party  nature,  and  not,  as  I  think,  from  a  fober  conviction 
of  its  truth,  that  the  conftitution  was  violated  and  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  iudiciary  gone  forever.  He  who  will  maturely 
coi:fid:£r  thefe,and  all  the  other  then  exifting,circumflances,  can- 
not for  a  moment  doubt  of  the  views  with  which  the  fentimenf. 
was  given.  It  was  an  invitation  to  an  union,  not  of  houejl 
men,  but  of  himfelf  with  thofe  by  whom  he  was  furrounded, 
and  who,  in  all  probability  in  his  prefence,  drank  fentiments, 
in  relation  to  the  executive  and  to  Congrefs,  of  the  moil  in* 
-£amaiatovy  and  odious  kind. 
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His  proceedings  in  refpeet  to  the  Judiciary,  and  to  the  "uni- 
CN  of  ko?ieJi  men,"  were  diiplayed  in  February  1801.  At  this 
period  I  well  knew  the  contents  of  the  letter  written  by  i\  r. 
William  P.  Van  Kefs  to  Edward  Livingfton,  Lfq.f  and  the  cir* 
cumftances  under  which  it  was  penned.  Nor  was  I,  and  feve- 
ral  of  my  friends,  unacquainted  with  the  arts  that  had  been 
practifed  to  eftrange  Mr.  Linn  of  Kew-Jerfey  from  his  duty 
as  an  upright  and  faithful  representative.  There  was  alfo  ano- 
ther circumftance  of  no  trivial  import: — Judge  Livingfton  — 
whofe  veracity  no  one  will  call  in  queftion — had  repeated,  what 
General  Hamilton  had  declared  in  Albany,  that  IV;  r.  Burr  had 
intrigued  £ox  the  Prefidency,  and  that  he  could  prove  it  in  a  court 
of  juftice* 

Under  thefe  circumilances — his  known  hoflility  to  the  ad- 
miniftration— the  declamation  of  feme  of  his  indifcreet  confi- 
dnvts  againft  the  executive — his  fedulous  endeavours  to  court 
the  affections  of  the  heads  of  the  federal  party — his  attempts  to 
pervert  the  freedom  of  election  in  refpeel:  to  the  date  convention 
— his  conduct  in  that  afTembly — his  myfterious  fuppreffion  of 
Wood's  hiftory  of  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams — his  con- 
duct on  the  Judiciary— his  union  of  hontjl  men—  the  letter  of 
IVlr.  Van  Nefs,  fuggefted,  in  all  probability,  by  himfelf — and 
the  good  reafon  we  had  to  believe  that  he  had  entered  into  a 
i.egociation  with  Mr.  Ogden  to  elevate  himfelf  to  the  PrefMen-. 
cy- under  thefe  and  other  circumilances,  too  minute  for  de- 
icription,  what  honourable  courfe  was  left  for  the  friends  of 
the  adminiftration  to  purfue,  but  to  prevent,  at  the  approach^ 
ing  April,  our  annual  election,  the  nomination  of  any  of  his 
adherents  ?  Among  a  few  there  was  only  one  mind  on  the  in- 
difpenfability  of  the  meaiure,  but  difficulties  occurred  with 
regard  to  its  execution. 

On  the  one  hand  the  election  was  too  near  to  afford  time, 
previous  to  it,  for  a  public  difcuffion  of  a  fubject  fo  complex 
and  important  ;  and  on  the  other,  in  order  to  fucceed  in  ex-, 
eluding  from  the  lift  of  nomination  the  partizans  of  Mr.  Burr, 
it  was  neceflary  to  impart,  to  feveral  refpectable  and  infiuen— 
tial  friends,  more  extenfive  information  of  his  and  their  tranf- 
actions.     The  queftion  then  was— how  fhall  this  be  done? 

It  was  deemed  moil  advifeable  to  call  them  together  privately, 
and  to  converfe  on  this,' our  common  concern,  with  all  that  can<r 
dour  and  unrefervednefs  which  become  freemen. 

Note.-— Mr.  Livingfton  had  (hewn  it  to  feveral  of  his  friends  in  Con? 
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"When  afTembled,  much  of  that  information  which  is  already 
before  the  public  was  communicated,  and,  happily,  there  was 
only  one  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  and  necdluy  of  the  mea- 
fure  propofed,  to  wit,  to  prevent  the  nomination  of  any  of  Mr. 
Burr's  adherents. 

This  fmall  aiTembly  was  attended  with  all  the  benefits  defired 
— the  information  derived  from  it  was  privately  extended,  and 
we  deviled  the  neceflary  plans  for  obtaining  from  the  refpee- 
tive  wards,  larger  committees  of  nomination  than  ufual.  This 
was  done  to  obviate  thole  intrigues  which  may  be  fuccefsfully 
praclifed  in  a  fmall  committee,  and  which  we  knew  were  in 
agitation  to  procure  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Van  Neis,  and  one 
or  two  more  of  the  friends  of  the  Vice-Prefident. 

We  fucceeded  beyond  our  mod  ardent  expectations  \  not 
one  known  friend  of  the  Vice-Prefident  was  put  upon  the  lift 
of  nomination. 

I  ha\  e  travelled  this  circuit  of  tedious  narration  to  enable  you 
to  underfland  and  to  appreciate  what  is  to  follow,  in  refpedt  to 
jVr.  Irving  j  and  this  muil  be  my  apology  for  the  feemmg  de- 
fter, of  arrangement. 

This  young  hero,  more  remarkable  for  his  vanity  than  his 
erudition  or  good  fenfe,  was  ambitious  of  becoming  a  (late  le- 
giilator.  He  had  exhibited  diitinguifhed  zeal  in  one  or  two  of 
our  elections,  and  now  looked  for  reward.  He  was  intimately 
acquainted  with  moil  if  not  all  of  the  members  of  the  fmall  af~ 
fembly  mentioned,  and  as  many  of  them  had  a  tolerable  opinion 
of  his  integrity  as  a  man,  and  attachment  as  a  politician  to  our 
excellent  adminiltration,  there  appeared  a  difpofuion  to  gratify 
his  wilh  for  a  feat  in  the  /lTcmbly.  This  tendency  to  confer 
upon  him  a  favour  was  increaicd  by  the  knowledge  that  the 
partizans  or  Mr.  Burr,  deeming  Mr.  Irving  unlriendly  to  him, 
were  determined  to  oppofe  his  nomination. 

It  was  necelTary,  however,  before  our  friends  nominated  Mr. 
Irving,  to  found  him  in  refpeft  to  the  great  queflion.  Accord- 
ingly, without  conferring  with  them,  Mr.  Uennifton,  another 
gentleman,  and  me  called  on  him  at  his  houfe  where  we  entered 
pretty  fully  into  a  conversation  concerning  Mr.  Burr,  and  com- 
municated to  him  the  heads  of  the  remarks  which  had  been 
made  in  our  private  meeting.  Mr.  Irving  appeared  to  accord 
with  us  in  opinion  ;  he  expreiled  a  jealcufy  of  Mr.  Burr,  and  in- 
timated that  he  never  pojjeffed  his  confidence. 

It  was  mentioned  to  him  that  our  friends  would  exert  them- 
felves  to  procure  his  nomination.  He  expreiled  thanks  for  their 
kindnefs,  and  added  that  although  others  had  fuperior  claims, 
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yet  if  Fuccefsful,  his  election  would  be  extremely  gratifying  to 
him. 

We  were  now,  as  we  imagined,  pofTefTed  of  additional  evi- 
dence of  his  fitnefs,  as  to  the  only  queltion  that  then  divided 
the  faction  and  the  great  body  of  the  Republicans,  to  repre- 
fent  in  the  Aflembly  the  city  of  New-York.  We  were  pcr- 
fuaded  that  he  who  affected  always  to  have  entertained  doubts 
of  the  political  integrity  of  Mr.  Burr,  could  not  do  lefs  than 
doubt  after  the  communications  that  had  been  made  to  him, 
and  that  to  queltion  the  views  of  a  politician  was  good  ground 
For  with-holding  from  him  confidence  and  iupport. 

Imprefied  with  this  conviction,  our  friends  in  the  committee 
of  nomination  mentioned,  among  others,  the  name  of  Peter  Ir- 
ving. His  nomination  was  nrenuoufly  oppofed  by  the  parti- 
sans of  Mr-  Burr;  for  notwithltanding  all  our  precaution  a  few 
of  them  found  their  way  into  the  committee.  The  two  par- 
ties understood  each  other  perfectly,  and  the  Republicans  and 
Federalifts  were  never  more  warmly  oppofed. 

In  defpite,  however,  of  their  oppofition,  Mr.  Irving  was  no- 
minated and  elected  a  member  of  the  Aflembly. 

For  this  diftinguiihed  mark  of  confidence,  he  exprefTed  to 
thofe  who  he  was  fenfible  had  warmly  fupported  him,  the 
many  obligations  under  which  they  had  laid  him. 

Thus,  fir,  you  fee  that  on  the  fcore  of  oppofition  to  Mr.  Burr, 
an  oppofition  dictated  by  well-grounded  jealoufy  and  diftruit, 
Mr.  Irving  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Aflembly  ;  nay,  that 
the  friends  of  the  adminiftration  had  been  induced  to  nominate 
him  principally  by  his  infinuations  of  disaffection  to  the  Vice- 
Prefident.  You  will  pleafe  to  retain  a  recollection  of  this,  and 
carry  it  along  with  you  in  our  review  of  his  fubfequenX  con- 
duct. 

For  two  or  three  months  after  the  election,  however,  to  his 
friends,  Mr.  Irving  continued  to  fpeak  of  Mr.  Burr  in  terms  of 
tiifapprobation.  It  was  underftood,  and  he  had  given,  to  thofe 
of  the  friends  of  the  administration  with  whom  he  converfeci, 
caufe  to  conclude  that  he  was  oppofed  to  him,  and  no  one  at 
that  tinier  doubted  his  fincerity. 

Mr.  Irving  was  elected  in  April  i3o2;  in  June  the  Narra- 
tive of  the  fuppreflion  of  Wood's  Hiitory  made  its  appearance, 
This  was  juitlv  viewed  bv  the  faction  as  the  herald  of  a  more 
formidable  apneal.  In  Augult  the  "  View"  was  uihered  into 
the  world.  This  publication  tended  to  haiten  their  decilion 
with  regard  to  a  newfpaper  eftablifnment,  which  ever  (nice  the 
election  they  had  contemplated.     They  judged  it  efiential  to 
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have  a  newfpaper  for  their  party,  and  to  keep  It  in  their  ftf- 
vice  they  determined  to  have  it  in  their  pay. 

There  was  one  difficulty  however  to  furmount-— -few  men 
could  be  found  willing  to  engage  as  editor  in  fo  unpopular  an- 
undertaking.  Application  was  made  to  Mr*  Holt,  editor  of  the 
Bee,  but  his  integrity  could  not  be  purchafed. 

Mr.  Irving,  who  kept  a  druggiit-fhop,  but  who  was  now 
nearly  out  of  bufinefs,  was  courted  by  Mr.  Burr,  'the  Swart- 
wouts,  and  the  Van  Neffes  with  all  the  affectation  of  fedu&ive 
lovers.  Why,  after  their  oppofition  to  him  in  the  committee 
of  nomination,  an  oppofitiori  founded  on  the  prefumption  of 
his  hoftility  to  Col.  Burr,  they  thus  ventured  to  enfnare  the 
young  man  ,  I  cannot  lay.  But  you  may  be  ready  to  afk — did 
they  prefu'me  on  his  pliability,  or  reckon  upon  his  imperious 
circumftances?  I  might  incur  the  imputation  of  indecorum  and 
uncharitablenefs  were  I  to  dwell  with  minutenefs  and  juft  fe- 
verity  on  the  query.  As  it  is  one  that  afreets  thi  heart,  I  leave 
you  to  judge  of  it  by  events. 

Mr.  Burr  and  his  friends  obtained  an  eafy  conqueft.  mt.  Li- 
ving, w-ith  but  little  refinance,  furrendered  at  difcretion. 

Propofals  were  now  iilued  for  the  Morning  Chronicle,  to  be 
edited  by  r.  Irving,  and  the  greater!:  exertions  made  by  the 
friends  of  the  Vice-Prefident  to  obtain  for  it  a"  large  fubferip* 
tion. 

Still,  with  many  of  thofe  who  had  fu-pported  his  nomination' 
in  the  committee,  he  joined  in  mildly  reprehending  the  conduct 
of  m :.  Burr!  This  artifice,  tainted  by  the  hand  of  his  p^.ti^n, 
had  the  wifhed-for  efteci — it  wrought,  in  the  rr.:;io  ot  many  of 
the  friends  of  the  adminlftration  the  delufive  opinion,  that  the 
Morning  Chronicle  would  be  exempt  from  the  undue  bias  of 
the  Vice-Frefidtnt. 

The  converfation  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Burr,  however,  was 
varied  according  to  the  poiirical  opinions  of  thofe, whofe  aid 
was  folicited.  To  the  federalifts — who  very  liberally  encou-* 
raged  this  child  of  faction — the  Morning  Chronicle,  unlike  the 
Aurora,  the  Albany  Regifter,  and  the  American  Citizen,  was" 
to  be — a  decent,  a  rcfpeciabls  paper,  free  from  thofe  offenfive' 
remarks  to  the  federal  party  for  which  they  are  diftinguifhed  !' 
I  need  not  tell  you,  my  good  fir,  that  Mr.  Irving  has  faithfully 
adhered  to  the  promifes  of  his  friends ! 

Among  the  Republicans  there  were  neverthclefs  fome  with 
whom  die  pretended  hoflility  of  Mr.  Irving  to  Mr.  Burr  had  no 
efFeet ;  and  although  he  utterly  difclaimed  a  dellgn  to  fupport 
him,  yet  they  doubted  his  fmcerity.     To  ihefe,  application  to 
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encourage  his  paper  was  fruitlefs  ;  they  were  convinced  of  the 
guiit  of  Mr.  Burr,  and  after  what  had  taken  place  between 
themfelves  and  Mr.  Irving  during  the  election,  they  were  far 
from  thinking  his  connection  with  the  Vice-Prefident  an  hon- 
orable one.  Subfequent  events  have  confirmed  their  opinions 
and  juitified  their  conduct. 

Having  thus  briefly  anfwered  your  queries,  you  will  per- 
mit me  to  advert  to  the  evidences  which  exiit  of  concert  be- 
tween the  federal  party  in  this  city  and  the  partisans  of  the 
Vice-Prefident. 

The  Morning  Chronicle  made  its  firfl  appearance  on  our 
political  theatre  in  October  1 802.  Avarice  is  a  pamon  fo  nar- 
row and  felfifh,  that  it  excludes  from  the  bofom  it  inhabits 
every  liberal  conflderation.  An  inordinate  delire  for  wealth 
impedes  the  cultivation  and  growth  of  the  more  ennobling  fen- 
timents.  This  pamon  reigned  uncontrolled  in  the  breaft  of 
Mr.  Irving  when  he  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  the  Vice-Pre- 
fident, and  it  is  prefumable  that  he  has  facrificed  to  it  the  fub- 
lime  fentiments  of  a  patriot. 

Two  reafons  are  amgned  for  this  prefumption.  Previous 
to  his  connection  as  an  editor  with  the  Vice-Prefident  he 
openly,  as  I  have  fhewn,  reprehended  his  conduct ;  he  has 
fince  declared  that  in  ailurning  the  editorial  character  his  pri- 
mary object  was  felf-inierej},  and  intimated  that  he  would  ac- 
commodate his  politics  to  this  ruling  paffion,  or  in  other  words, 
that  he  would  make  politics  a  fecondary  confederation. 

With  a  difpofuiou  fo  felhih,  a  defire  to  acquire  wealth  fo 
ftrong,  it  could  not  be  expected,  nor  was  it  believed,  that  he 
would  cordially  co-operate  with  the  American  Citizen,  in  de- 
fending Use  principles  of  our  government  againft  the  open  and 
inceflant  attacks  of  the  federal  party;  much  lefs  could  it  be 
iioped  that  he  would  aid  in  developing  the  confpiracy  of  his 
patron.'  It  was  more  reafonable  to  conclude  that  he  weald 
-ailume  a  neutral  pofiticn  between  the  two  great  parties.  With 
regard  to  Mr.  Burr,  it  was  plain  that  he  had  no  choice  between 
palliating  that  very  conduct  which  he  had  once  honejily  con- 
demned, and  lofing  his  editorfhip. 

But  circumftances  other  than  thofe  arifmg  from  his  con- 
nection with  the  Vice-Prefident,  v/ere  not  necefTary  to  con- 
vince me  of  his  enmity  to  the  caufe  advocated  by  the  Ameri- 
can Citizen.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  Mr.  Burr  would 
be  pleafed  with  Mr.  Irving  unlefs  he  exhibited  a  fpirit  of  qua- 
lifted  refentment  againft  its  conductor,  whom  he  had  reafon  to 
believe  had  a  hand  in  fxpofing  his  intrigues.     And  yet  fuch 
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"was  the  fpirit  of  the  times,  die  wretchednefs  of  his  caufe,  an& 
■the  intellectual  impotence  of  him  to  whof§  management  it  was 
confided,  that  it  was  judged  expedient  that  the  unheeded  re- 
fentment  mould  be  rather  of  a  lading  than  violent  nature* 

Still  on  my  part  policy  dictated  an  amicable  courfe,  for  there 
were  many  who  difbelieved  that  Mr.  Irving,  after  his  connec- 
tion with  Mr.  Burr,  would  attempt  to  juftify  what  he  had  be- 
Jere  honeftly  condemned.  They  refpected  his  previous  de- 
clarations and  were  unwilling  to  believe  that  he  would  be 
guilty  of  inconfiilency  fo  palpable.  It  was  therefore  neceffary 
lo  undeceive  them,  and  to  this  end  a  friendly  overture  was 
made  in  the  Citizen  the  day  after  the  publication  of  the  firft 
number  of  the  Chronicle,  but  it  was  rejected. 

'1  he  rejection,  neither  furprized  nor  difappointed  us;  it  was 
anticipated,  and,  if  confirmation  was  then  neceffary,  it  confirm* 
ed  cur  previous  opinion  of  the  nature  of  his  connection  with 
the  Vice-Prefident. 

This  refufal  to  co-operate  wich  the  Citizen,  and  of  courfe 
with  the  other  republican  papers  in  fupport  of  an  admini- 
stration eminently  entitled  to  our  belt  regard,  became  a  fubject 
of  eulogy  in  the  federal  prints.  Mr.  Irving  had  immediately 
the  htwur  o£  admiffion  into  the  editorial  federal  phalanx,  for 
with  them  it  is  a  maxim  that  he  who  is  net  againjl  them  is  far 
4hemr* -neutrality  being  jconfidereel  an  advantage. 

What  were  his  feelings  on  this  occafion  I  neither  know  r.or 
'care,  but  I  am  lure  that  an  upright  Republican  would  bluih  at 
the  thought  of  becoming  a  fubject  of  encomium  in  the  federal 
prints  ;  he  would  view  fuch  an  event  as  an  excitement  to  fuf- 
plcion.  This  alone  was  fulHcient  to  admonim  us  to  watchful* 
nefs,  andto  receive  with  di-ftrult  whatever  came  from  the  editor 
of  the  Chronicle. 

In  whatever  related  to  Mr.  Burr,  among  the  Morning  Chro- 
nicle, "wholly  devoted  to  the  promotion  of  his  views,  the  Evening 
Poft,  patronized  by  General  Hamilton,  and  the  New-York 
Gazette,  principally  under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  Linn,  there  was 
a  perfect  union.  The  Poft,  with  an  exterior  of  impartiality  (for 
hypocrify  is  never  without  a  pretext)  employed  its  ingenuity  in 
extenuating  the  conduct:  of  the  Vice-Prefident.  While  Gene* 
ral  Hamilton,  who  in  unfolding  the  confpiracy  of  Mr.  Burr, 
had  laid  the  foundation  of  his  political  ruin,  his  editor — fo  in- 
explicable are  the  arts  of  intrigue  ! — became  the  champion  of 
the  .American  Catiline. 

While  the  Evening  Poft  was  playing  this  artful  game  to  con- 
ciliate the  affections  and  draw  over  to   the  federal  party  the 
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firiends  or  "the  Vice-Prefident,  Dr.  Linn  was  by  no  means  an- 
indifferent  fpe&ator  of  palling  events.  His  "  ihort  notes/'  in 
which  he  was  alternately  the  eulogift  of  Hamilton  and  Bun> 
are  not  forgotten.  In  thefe  fugitive  productions  he  co-opera- 
ted with  the  Foil,  and  both  treated  the  adherents  of  j\»r.  Eurr 
as  deferters  ! 

.Veantime  although  Mr.  Irving  was  gratified  with  the  plau- 
dits of  Mr.  Lang's  writers,  and  the  approbation  of  the  Poll,  yet 
no  formal  vindication  of  the  Vice-Prefident  appeared  in  the 
Chronicle.  It  was  too  early  (in  October  i£o2)  to  throw  away 
the  mafk,  and  become  the  avowed  advocate  of  an  atrocious 
crime.  We  were  now  and  then  menaced  tvith  dcnoin:cern^nt^  and 
preferred  with  a  few  paltry  fcraps,  but  they  were  the  mifcrabfe 
eiru.fions.of  imbecility  and  malice. 

Mr.  Irving  however  did  not  long  rcma:n  filent  with  regard  ' 
to  Mr.  Burr.     On  the  25th  of  NovembeV,    the  anniverfary  of " 
the  evacuation  of  the  city  of  New-York  by  the  Britim  troops, 
he  publifhed  his  celebrated  correfpondence  with  Mr.  Ogden. 
That  this  correfpondence   was  the  child  of  pre-concert,   of  a  • 
complete  understanding  between  Mr.  Ogden  and  Mr.  Irving, 
cannot,  I  think,  afteYwhat  has  been  faid  elfewKere  is  confider-- 
ed,  admit  of  a  doubt.     The  letter  of  Mr.  Irving  in  all  proba- 
bility was  dictated  by  Mr.  Burr,  and  facts  warrant   the  after- 
tion  that  Mr.  Ogden  was  well  aware  of  the  evafive  manner  hi; 
which  it  was  intended  he  fhculd   anfwer  it.  ■    Never  did  two 
jugglers  play  into  each  other's  hand  with  greater  dexterity. 

(Jn  the  24th,  the  date  of  the  correfpondence  publifhed   on 
the  following  day,  Mr*  Swartwout,  in  (it  is  believed)  .v.r.  Burr's  - 
carriage,  called  at  the  office  of  the  Chronicle,  .whence  Mr.  Ir- 
ving accompanied  him  to  the  houfe  of  the  Vice-Prefident. 

Why  this  vifit  the  day  preceding  the  publication  of  the  me- 
morable correfpondence,  if  Mr.  Burr  had  not  the  principal  ma- 
nagement of  it?.  Is  it  not  probable  that  Mr.  Ogden's  anfwer 
was  received  when  Meflrs.  Swartwour  and  Irving  waited  on 
the  Vice-Prefident,  and  that  they  conveyed  it  to  him  for  his 
infpe&ion  ?.  But  I  mean  not  to  difcufs  this  affair  of  pre-con- 
cert; it  has  been  fufEciently  handled  in  another  place. 

And  what  was  the  con  duel  of  the  Lvening  Poll  on  the- 
publication  of  that  artful  correfpondence  ft  It  "was  fuch 
as  was  expected  ;  the  editor  joined  the  Chronicle  in  pro- 
nouncing the  attack  on  the  Vice-Prefident  a  wicked,  a  ground- 
lefs,  a  dil'graceful  one  !  In  the  evening  of  the  25th  the  corref- 
pondence appeared  in  the  Puft,  accompanied  with  remarks 
Ghara&eriftic  cf  him  only  who  wrote  them.     By  way  of  duel*  - 
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dating  the  understanding  which  exilted  between  the  Chronicle 
and  the  Port,  in  refpecl:  to  Mr.  Burr,  and  to  exhibit  a  fpecimen 
of  the  decorous  language  employed  by  Mr.  Coleman,  the  editor 
of  the  latter  paper,  the  following  extracts  from  his  remarks  in- 
troductory to  the  correfpondence,  are  here  republifhed, 

Speaking  of  the  eighth  letter  addrefied  to  Col  Burr,  Mr* 
Coleman  fays, 

This  "  letterhas  been  republifhed  in  all  the  democratic  newf- 
papers  in  the  United  States  fouth  of  New-York.  The  Merit- 
ing Chronicle  alone,  among  what  are  called  Republican  papers,, 
had  the  firmnefs*  to  fay  that  the,  proofs  promifed  had  not  been 
produced,  and  he  met  with  a  moderate  (hare  of  fcurrilous  abufe. 
from  the  Alien  editors  of  the  Citizen  and  Aurora,  for  the  decent 
cy  of  his  behaviour.?> 

"  In  the  eighth  letter,  fo  much  vaunted  of,  and  containing 
the  whole  ftrength.  of  the  junto, f  not  even  an  approach  has, 
been  made  to  prodiito  what  we  Americans  understand  by  tef  • 
timony,  though  perhaps  the  Citizen  may  have  been  fincere 
when  he  fuppofed  ajjertion  was  the  fynonima  of  te'limon^^  and 
the  Aurora  may  very  probably  have  thought  fo  alio  ;  for  the 
editors  of  thefe  papers,  neither  by  education  or  [«or]  habit  have 
any  idea  of  the  dtitintlion  between  truth  and  falfehjod,  virtue 
or  vice^  or  know  any  thing  of  the  decencies  or  civilities  of  life  j, 

*  Firmnefs  !—  a  lingular  term  to  apply  to  a  man  pre-determined  not 
to  admit  into  his  paper  whatever  had  a  tendency,  however  ju ft! y,-  to 
cenfure  his  patron.  The  conduct  of  Mr.  Irving,  in  refpect  to  the  pub- 
lication in  queftion  deferves  reprehenfktn.  It  was  his  duty  to  iay  it  be- 
fore his  fublcriberp,  and  if  the  proof*  adduced  were,  as  alleged,  infuffi- 
ieient  to  convict  the  Vice-Prelident,  fo  much  th?  better  for  him  who 
fought  only  to  fcreen  his  offences.  But  although  I  wrote  him  a  note 
requeuing  its  infection,  he  had  neither  the  impartiality  to  inftrt  it, 
nor  the  magoanidKty  t©  attempt  an  open  and  candid  refutation  of  the 
charges  it  contains.  To  fay  the  leaft  he  muft  admit  that  the  letter  ex- 
hibits juft  grounds  for  jljpizion,  aud  this  conceded  his  conduct  is  kit 
without  apology. 

f  This  infinuation  is  unfounded;  the  letter  in  queftion  was  corn- 
pofed  by  myfelf;  no  other  perlon  wrote  a'ine  of  it. 

|  The  reader  is  miftakefl  if,  in  noticing  Mr.  Coleman,  he  expects 
I  mall  imitate  his  rudenefs.  It  is  proper,  however,  that  thole 
who  may  read  the  illiberal  and  indecent  text  mould  know  fomethmg 
of  the  character  of  him  who  penned  it. 

Mr.  Colemaq  was  born  in  New- England.  He  owes  his  education  to 
the  bounty  of  fympathifing  friends.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
Maffachufetts,  and  practiced  lometime  in  that  ftate  as  a  petty  lawyer* 
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it  is  therefore  a  little  unreafonable  and  certainly  quite  ufelefs  t& 

expe6t  from  them  the  lead  accuracy  in  the  ufe  of  terms." 

"  Mr.  Irving  has  taken  a  very  proper  and  corretl:  ftep  to  let 

the  public  right  in  this  particular.     [The  negociation.]     His. 

well written  letter  to  Mr.  Ogden  and  his  reply  which  have  ap-. 

peared  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  this  day,  we  here  fubjoin— 

without  comment !" 

N,  w  York  Ev.  Poft,  Nov.  ajth  1802. 

Similar  obfervations  accompanying  the  publication  of  the  cor- 
rcfpondence,  appeared  in  the  New-York  Gazette.  In  both 
Mr.  Burr  was  repreiented  as  an  innocent  and  much  injured 
man,  his  opponents  as  ambitious,  envious,  cruel,  and  unjuft,  and 
Mr.  Irving  as  a  paragon  of  every  thing  good  and  great  ! 

The  remarks  of  the  Poftf  were  extremely  flagitious.  Mr. 
Coleman  was  undoubtedly  not  ignorant  of  the  declaration  made 
by  General  Hamilton  at  Albany,  with  regard  to  the  intrigues  of 

He  acquired  fo  much  knowledge  of  the  law  as  to  become  acquainted 
with  its  tricks.  When  he  had  made  tbs  proficiency  he  turned  /pecula- 
tor and  became  ihz  ringleader  of  a  gang  too  rtfined  in  their  notions 
to  refort  to  induftry  for  a  livelihood.  The  natural  confequence 
fuccceded  to  a  few  year's  career  in  sn  honour  abe  courfe.  He 
became  involved  and  found  that  he  had  forfeited  ail  claim  to  repu- 
tation. He  then  deemed  it  expedient  to  leave  the  ftate  of  Miflachufetts. 
From  Maffachufetts  he  migrated  to  New-York, where  he  flattered  him- 
fclf  his  deeds  were  unknown.  In  thiscity  he  bent  the  knee  of  fycophancy 
without  diftinclion  'o  thofe  from  whom  he  expected  favours.  He  thus 
fought  friends,  and  as  fome  men  arc  fond  of  that  felnih  aduiation  which 
others  very  juftly  contemn,  he  fought  not  in  vain. 

To  the  interceffion  of  the  influential  in  the  profeffion  he  is  indebted 
for  his  acceffion  to  the  bar  of  New* York, 

In  the  true  Ipirit  of  an  adventurer  he  now  afpired  to  the  e'erkfhip  of 
one  of  our  courtr.  I  cannot  defcribe  his  perfeveran.ee  in  foliciting 
this  office,  nor  the  meannefs  to  which  he  defcended  to  obtain  it.  No 
federal  friend  was  exempt  from  his  importunities,  and  many  of  thera 
wiineffed  his  tears  for  their  influence.  2\Jew  England  politics  unhappily 
prevailed  at  that  time  in  the  council  of  appointment  of  the  ftate  of  New 
York,  and  he  fucceeded. 

He  did  not  however  long  enjoy  the  office.  After  two  or  three  years  of  io- 
fauity  the  ftate  of  New-York  recovered  its  ienfes,  and  he  was  removed. 
His  courtfhip  of  the  members  of  the  council  of  appointment  for  a 
continuance  in  office  was  unfuccefsful. 

Deftitute  of  the  means  of  fubfiftence,  he  engaged  himfelf  with  Gene- 
ral Hamilton  and  other  leaders  of  the  federal  party  in  the  city  of  New- 
York  as  their  editor,  and  his  vicious  conduct  in  that  capacity  has  no 
parallel  in  the  hiftory  ot  the  world- 
Such  are  the  outlines  of  the  character  of  one  who  arrogantly  pre- 
tends to  teach  howjl  men  thediftin&ion  between  virtue  and  vice,  truth, 
and  falfehood. 

f  I  know  not  whether  Mr.  Lang  is  admitted  iato  \\iz  federal  cabi- 
net fecrets. 


C      22      ) 

Mr.  Burr  to  feat  himfclf  in  the  PreHdcntnl  chair.  Nor  da 1 
believe  he  was  unacquainted  with  the  letter  written  by  that 
gentleman  to  a  Federal  Senator,  in  which  he  enumerates  the 
terms  of  the  negotiation  as  derived  from  Mr.  Ogden  him- 
felf.  It  is  not  probable  therefore,  that  he  really  difcredited  the 
teftimony  adduced  in  the  eighth  letter  refpefting  that  negecia- 
tion.  Confidering  his  connection  with  the  molt  intelligent  and 
influential  of  the  federal  party,  it  will  be  judged  impoffible  that 
he  could  dilbelieve  it..  And  yet  to  foment  divilion  in  the  re- 
publican party,  and  encourage  Mr.  Irving  in  his  efforts  to  en- 
creaie  it,  he  purfues  a  courfe  which,  if  followed  by  a  reputable 
citizen,  would  be  exceedingly  dilhonourable. 

This  accordance  of  opinion  and  union  of  action  between  the 
federal  prints  and  Mr.  Irving,  are  to  be  afcribed  to  motives  diffi- 
rnilar  in  their  nature  and  obje£ls..  General  Hamilton  has  iudi- 
eioufiy  remarked,  that  he  who  would  betray  one  party  cannot 
with  fafety  be  trufted  by  another  ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  that 
every  honed  and  intelligent  federalifl  mud  efpoufethis  opinion.. 
It  is  not  therefore  to  be  prefumed,  notwithftanding  the  foiici- 
tude  of  Mr.  Burr  to  coalefce  with  them,  that  the  federal  partv, 
even  were  they  furEciently  powerful  to  clecl:  a  Prefident  and 
Vice-Prefident  of  their  own  choice,  would  felecl:  him  for  either 
cf  thefe  offices.  They  may  love  the  treafon}  but  they  hate  the 
traitor. 

They  have  however  a  precious  obje£l  to  accorr.phih.  Driven 
from  the  plenitude  of  power  to  the  obfeurity  of  nothingnefs  by 
an  abufed  and  infulted  people,  their  party- are  finking  into  mer*« 
ited  contempt — their  numbers  daily  become  lefs,  and  they  avail 
themfdves  of  every  favourable  incident  that  occurs  to  recruit 
their  exhir.ufted  ftrength,  and  regain  their  loit  afcendancy. 

Hence  we  may  reconcile  the  feeming  difference  which  ex— 
jus  between  the  private  opinions  of  General  Hamilton  and 
his  friends,  which  are  hoftile  to  Mr.  Burr,  and  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Coleman  their  editor,  who  in  concert  with  Mr.  Irving 
defends  him  with  fo  much  zeaL  Were  the  federal  party  om- 
nipotent, Mr.  Burr  would  be  dealt  with  according,  to  the  efti- 
mation  in  which  he  is  held  by  General  Hamilton  and  his  fol- 
lowers*, but  they  are  feeble,  and  therefore  it  is  that  to  re-invi- 
gorate themfdves  by  the  accelhon  of  renegades  their  prints  co- 
operate with  the  accommodating  Mr.  Irving. 

In  uniting  their  efforts  with  thofe  of  the  federal  party,  the 
friends  of  the  Vice-Prefident  have  had  two  objects  in  view. 
By  endeavouring  to  operate  on  the  fears  of  the  republican  party% 
they  have  entertained  hopes  that  they  could  induce  them  ta 
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'Cover  his  offences  with  the  mantle  of  forgivenefs.  Failing  ia 
this,  and  providing  for  every  contingency,  they  flatter  them- 
selves that  their  conduct  will  entitle  them  to  admiffion  within 
the  pale  of  the  federal  feci:,  and  their  chief  to  the  firfb  gift  ia 
the  power  of  the  federal  party  to  beftow. 

On  the  firft  they  made  an  experiment  at  the  late  election  in 
the  city  of  New-York,  but  without  effect.  After  exhaufting 
their  ingenuity  in  intrigue  and  delufion;  after  trying  every  ef- 
fort fo  promote  the  election  of  the  federal  ticket,  and  after 
coming  out  openly  in  fome  cafes  and  fecretly  in  others  againft 
the  Republican  candidates,  they  found  that  we  were  not  only 
triumphant  but  that  they  appeared  as  a  faction  too  contemptible 
to  fway  the  decifions  of  the  Republicans,  and  too  feeble  to  im- 
pede their  march  to  victory. 

With  regard  to  any  aid  they  may  expect  from  the  federal 
party,  they  have  no  caufe  for  felf-felicitation.  What,  even  with 
their  auxiliary  aid,  can  this  withered  and  nearly  extinct  party 
do?  Were  they  fmcerely  difpofed  they  are  far  from  having  the 
power  adequate  to  effect  the  election  of  Mr.  Burr  to  the  Prefi- 
dency. 

Human  nature  neverthelefs  is  fo  profpective  in  its  views  and 
fanguine  in  its  expectations,  that  the  moil  melancholy  conditi- 
ons do  not  exempt  us  from  hope.  Without  therefore  agreeing, 
perhaps,  to  terms,  the  understanding  between  the  federal  and 
Burr  parties  is  as  perfect,  and  the  unifon  of  action  as  harmoni- 
ous, as  if  both  contemplated  the  accomplishment  of  the  fame 
defign  —the  elevation  of  Mr.  Burr  to  the  chief  magistracy  of  the 
Union. 

This  understanding  and  concert  are  not  only  manifeft  in 
whatever  immediately  relates  toCol.Burr;  they  ha^e  alfo  been  ap- 
parent in  reipect  to  an  important  but  unexpected  event  of  re- 
cent occurrence,  which  more  distantly  concerned  him.  The 
interruption  of  our  right  of  depofit  at  New-Orleans  was  con- 
templated by  both  parties  as  equally  propitious  to  the  views  of 
each.  The  partizans  of  Mr.  Burr,  as  well  as  Mr.  Burr  himfelf* 
fancied  they  law  in  the  wiihed-for  rupture — in  thofe  fcenes  of 
tumult  and  blood  and  carnage  which  were  to  defolate  the  coun- 
try, an  extinguishment  of  that  difcontent  with  regard  to  himfelf 
which  threatened  to  confign  him  to  the  (hades  of  private  life. 
No  one  knows  better  than  Mr.  Burr  that  war  is  alike  friendly  K> 
the  growth  and  concealment  of  the  molt  atrocious  crimes.     Its 

*  With  M'-OVs.  Rofs,  Morris  andDaytoD,  Mr. Burr  was  a  (trenuou* 
advocate  lor  war* 
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fanguinary  laws,  thofe  powerful  incentives  to  immorality,  ant 
the  martial  ardour  it  neceflarily  infpires,  do  more  than  ha  If- (hut 
the  door  to  that  difpaffionate  refle&ion,  which  is  the  fafeguard, 
the  fureft,  the  only  balls  of  national  freedom  and  private  hap- 
pinefs. 

"What  (hall  I  fay  of  thofe  who  marfhal  the  federal  party  ? 
How  (liall  I  defcribe  their  ingenuity,  their  induftry  to   excite, 
and  the  pleafure  they  anticipated  in  the  profpec~r,  of  war,  re- 
mote as  it  was  ?     "What  fpecious  argument  was  there  to  which 
they  did  not  refort — what  fabrication  that  acumen  and  profli* 
gacy  could  invent — what  meannefs  to  which  they   do  not  de- 
scend, to  kindle  the  flames  of  war  and  deftroy  the  lives  of  our 
citizens?     They  fought  through  war  a  restoration  of  power, 
and  they  purfued  it  with  inceflant  and  undeviating  fteps.     War 
is  a  foe  to  improvement — of  that  improvement  in  the  manage- 
ment of  our  national  concerns    which  we  are  every  day  mak- 
ing— of   that  retrenchment  of  abufes,  alleviation  of  burthens 
wantonly  and  unneceflarily  impofed  by  the  late  admin  titration, 
and,  generally,  of  that  melioration  of  our  affairs  which  are  a 
formidable,  an  infurmountable  3ar  to  the  attainment  of  their 
views.     War  is  the  parent  of  taxes,  taxes  of  murmur,  and  mm> 
mur,   in  a  nation  whofe  fupreme  power  refides  in  a  repreft'ita- 
tive  government,  is  an  infallible  prefage  of  the  downfal  of  the 
ad miniit ration  that  levies  them.     The  contemplation  of  fp  pleaf- 
ing  an  event  as  the  overthrow  of  the  prefent  administration, 
made  them  figh  for  war',  and  I  am  confeientioufly  of  opinion, 
that  to  accomplish  it,  they  would  riik  the  lives  of  one  half  of 
our  citizens. 

With  thefe  views  the  friends  of  Mr.  Burr  and  the  federal 
party,  united  in  ardently  recommending  and  zealoufly  fupport- 
ing  war-meafures.  Here,  too,  in  means  they  agreed,  but  in 
their  refpeclive  ends  they  varied  •,  for  I  venture  to  affert,  that 
although  the  federal  party  readily  avail  themfelves,  to  ferve  their 
purpofes,  of  the  fervices  of  the  faction,  yet  that  they  never  will 
recognize  Mr.  Burr  as  their  chief.  He  is  not  in  reality  more 
diftrufted  by  the  republicans  than  by  themfelves. 

The  Morning  Chronicle  and  Fvening  Poft  vied  with  each 
other  in  recommending  and  enforcing  hoftilities.     Coriolanus* 

•  I  mentioned  in  the  Citizen  that  Coriolanus  was  written  bv  Mr. 
Humphreys,  our  late  minifter  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  in  this  I  may 
be  miftakca,  but  I  do  not  think  that  I  am.  Mr.  Humphreys  ar- 
rived in  the  city  of  New- York  about  two  weeks  previous  to  the  publi- 
cation in  the  Chronicle  of  the  papers  with  that  fig  nature.  During  their 
infertion  he  frequently  vifited,  accompanied  by  Hie  famous  Col.  William 
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was  the  champion  of  the  former,  and  Mr.  Coleman  ftrove  to 
excel  him  in  love  of  havoc  and  confuiion.  Coriolanus  y  in  a  far- 
caftic  drain,  ridiculed  the  pacific,  yet  wife,  firm,  and  dignified 
conduct  of  the  executive ;  and  Mr.  Coleman,  treading  upon  his 
heels,  and  fometimes  marching  rapidly  before  him,  termed  it 
tneannfs,  pufillanimiiy,  and  co-iuardice  !  Coriolanus  ftiggefted  in- 
definite conquelts,  and  Mr.  Coleman  applauded  hia  fpiritj  he 
bluftered)  and  Mr.  Coleman  commended  his  courage. 

'<  Will  our  dignified  J? rs&dent  and  his  wifely  chcfen  mimflers," 
fays  Coriolanus,  '«  continue  calm  fps&aton  of  contemplated^  en- 
croachments on  our  important  weftern  boundary  ?"  "  If  our 
government  fits  tranquil  until  the  exchange  is  complete  and 
pofleflion  taken,  permit  me  to  alk  our  rulers  what  (teps  they 
will  take  to  enfure  the  navigation  of  the  Miffiflippi,  and  the 
eftablifhment  of  that  place  of  depofit,  promifed  by  the  court  of 
Iviadrid  by  treaty,  fo  effential  to  our  commerce,  which  the  act 
of  the  Intendant  has  fo  infultingly  broke"  [broken]. 

He  then  urges  immediate  war,  and  adds 

,"  To  wait  the  refult  of  tardy  negociation  without  a  fliew  of 
refentment  and  refources,  will  be,  at  this  important  crifis,  to 
hazard  every  thing.  A  fouthem  movement  of  the  troops,  already 
embodied  under  General  Wilkinfon,  will  facilitate  negociation, 
if  negociation  be  deemed  by  Governjhent  the  befl  means  of  obtaining 
redrefsT  Morning  Chronicle,  Dec.  17. 

"  Will  our  dignified  Prefident" —  a  fine  farcaftic  (treks,  fays 
Mr.  Lang's  Gazette,  for  it  is  a  well  known  truth,  and  no  one 
is  more  {enable  of  it  than  the  patriotic  writer  of  Coriolanus, 
that  in  the  meafures  of  the  adminutration  there  is  neither  dig- 
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Smith,  the  office  of  the  Morning  Chronicle.  The  writer  affects  to  de- 
tail in  various  parts  of  the  papers,  the  private  history  oi  the  Spanifh 
Court  with  regard  to  the  transfer  of  Louifiana  to  the  Firft  Conful;  with 
which,  iftru^,  none  but  a  miniftefor  an  executive  character  could  have 
been  acquainted.  Mr.  Humphreys,  in  private  companies,  fpoke  of  the 
t  flays  or  Cor.olamts  with  all  the  tetidernefs  and  affection  of  a  parent.  Of 
a  friend  of  mine,  whom, in  company  with  Col.  Smith,  he  vifsted  while  in 
the  city  of  New-York,  be  anxioufly  enquired,  *'  have  you  feen  the 
Chronicle  of  to-day  ?  No.  "  Then  you  have  not  read  the  pieces  of 
Coriolanus,"  I  have  not,  was  the  anfwer.  The  gentleman  remarked  to 
me  that  bethought  Mr.  Humphreys,  who  is  kr.own  to  be  oppofed  to 
the  adminiftration,  manifefted  a  wifli  to  have  it  believed  that  he  was  the 
writer  of  Coriolanus- 

•f  With  great  reafon  we  laugh  at  Europe  for  lighting  the  torch  of 
war  to  adjult  the  balance  of  power,  but  here,  we  were  to  commence 
an  unauthorized,  an  aegreffive  war  to  prevent  what  the  writer  is  pleated 
to  term  ** -contemplated17  encroachments  on  our  territory. 
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mty  nor  energy  !  If  this  be  the  way  in  which  Mr.  Irving  mean* 
to  fupport  the  adminijlration?  he  deferves,  adds  that  Gazette, 
the  fupport  of  every  good  man! 

xf  If  the  adminiilration  has  energy  enough  for  this  dignified 
enterprize  [the  taking  immediate  poffeiTion  of  New-Orleans, 
and  invading  Louifiana  weft  of  the  Mifllffippi]  we  doubt  not 
but  they  will  view  the  outrageous  proceeding  of  the  Spanijh  go- 
vernment with  the  fame  indignation  that  we  do.  They  will 
therefore, -we  truit, enter  promptly  into  it,  [war]  firmly perfuaded 
that  the  Kentucky  country  alone  could,  in  one  week,  raife  iuf- 
fkient  force  to  conquer  all  the  Spanrfti  poflefHons  in  the  Miffif- 
fippi."  Coriolanus,  Morn.  Chron.  Dec.  18. 

"  I  will  even  ventnre  to  predict,  that  if  this  highly  impor- 
tant queiiion  is  not  taken  up  with  firrnnefs  and  atted  upon 
with  decifion ;  if  the  government  mould  permit  itfelf  to  wafte 
ihe  frflion  in  fruHlefs  negotiation,  the  nation  will  be  paralized, 
and  the  adminift ration  Jljook  to  its  centre.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  move  with  dignity  and  firmnefst  [i.  e.  take  poffeflion  of 
New-Orleans  per  force,  and  invade  Louifiana  ivejl  of  the  Mif- 
fiflippi  with  "dignity  and  jirmnefs"~\  they  preferve  our  charac- 
ter from  deftruvSlion,  and  iuftead  of  calmly  permitting  it  to  Jink 
beneath  the  horizon  of  notice >  it  will  re-illume  our  Weitern  hem- 
ifphere,  and  call  a  benignant  light  on  the  empire  rifing  where 
ihe  fun  defends."  f 

•Coriolanus,  Morn.  Chron.  Dec.  22. 

"  It  cannot— it  mull  not  be.  Our  houfe  of  reprefentatives 
will  not  permit  the  interefts  of  the  community  at  large  to  flow 
on  in  a  languid  current ;  an  abfolute  interference  with  our 
rights  already  exiits^  we  know  only  the  aggreflbr,  and  prompt 
meafures  may  furely  be  taken  to  check  the  operating  evil,  with- 
out giving  juft  offence  to  any  other  pov/er.  What  reafon  can 
pofnbly  be  given  for  delay?  Are  we  not  fupported  by  the  fo- 
lemnity  of  old  and  recent  treaties?  Shall  we  wait  until  wc 
are  hunted  down  by  fpecious  arguments,  or  real  terrors ;  fhall 
we,  bereft  of  every  ally,  wait  fubmiffively  until  the  deep  plan, 
long  concerted  and  kept  profoundly  fecret,  burfts  upon  our 
sltoniihed  fenfes?  Let  us  roufe  at  once,  and  at  the  head  of 
our  exifting  troops,  poflefs  New-Orleans  and  Mobile.  We  had 
iurely  better  do  this  by  rapid  military  movements  than   ft  and 

*  He  pl'Otrsifed,ill  h\S  Profpedlur,  to  "  support  the  admimflrai^  n  /** 

"t  "  The  empire  rifing  where  the  fun  defcends." 
Volunteer  toaft  at  the  late  dinner  given  to  Mr.  King. 
The  words  of  Coriolanus  and  thole  of  the  toaft  are  precifely  the 
lame*    Thu&  fcdcralifra  and  Burritifm  go  hand  in  hand  throughout ! 
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gaping  in  amazement,  daggered  by  the  force  of  truth,  yet  cryinar; 
out  is  all  this  poflible  ?  Yes,  it  is  poffible;  a  confpiracy  (winch 
will  eventually  become  one  againft  the  whole  continent  of 
America)  is  begun,  fuch  as  never  was  contemplated  before, 
and  its  object  is  in  part  completed  before  we  have  adverted  to 
its  exiftence." 

Coriolanus,  Morn.  Chron.  Jan.  i,  1803. 

c<  Where  is  the  fpirit  of  feventy-fix  ?  Where  have  our  patri- 
ots and  our  heroes  fled?  Will  our  Government  commit  itfelf 
in  the  firlt  inftance  to  cocw-eb  negociations  ?  It  is  an  important 
truth,  my  countrymen,  that  if  our  rights  are  not  reclaimed  and 
full  poffeffion  taken  of  New-Orleans  [by  war]  before  the  fol- 
lowing three  months  expire,  the  freedom  of  the  Navigation  of 
the  weftern  waters  will  never  be  re-poflefi'ed  by  the  United 
States,  but  with  an  immenfe  expenditure  of  blood  and  money, 
and  a  lengthy  folemn  war." 

Coriolanus,  Morn.  Chron.  Jan.  1,  1803.  ' 

Such  are  the  opinions  broached  by  Coriolanus  in  the  Mo 
if!g  Chronicle  ;  opinions  well  known  at  the  time  when  they 
were  thus  boldly  advanced,  to  be  hoilile  to  thofe  of  the  admi- 
niftration — to  the  practice  of  all  civilized  nations — to  the  ho- 
nor— to  the  folid  interefls  of  the  United  States,  and  to  their  in- 
variable ufages  under  analogous  circumfiances.  Eut  leil  if: 
fnould  be  faid  that  they  are  not  thofe  of  K-r.  Irving,  I  will 
quote  an  editorial  paragraph,  written,  I  prefume,  by  himfelf. 

"  Our  opinion  of  the  ierious  and  eventful  nature  of  the  fub* 
jecT:,  has  already  been  expreffed  ;  and  we  think  the  remarks  of 
our  correfpondent  Coriolanus,  worthy  the  particular  attention  &f 
fiiir  Representatives  -n  Congrefs." 

*£  Morn.  Chron.  Jan.  6* 

During  the  publication  of  the  papers  from  which  the  extracts 
above  are  made,  the  fentiments  they  contain,  couched  in  fimi- 
Jar  language,  were  propagated  in  the  federal  prints  with  an  af~ 
fiduity  rarely  equalled.  From  the  earlieft  ftages  of  the  contro-- 
verfy  with  regard  to  the  fufpenfion  of  our  right  of  depofit,  thofe 
who  manage  the  federal  party  and  conduct  the  federal  prefTes, 
forgetting  the  uniform  ufages  of  our  government,  and  cUfre- 
garding  the  grave  admonitions  of  the  bed  writers  on  Univerfal 
Law,  fought  only  to  precipitate  the  Union  into  war  ;  and  io 
impetuoufly  were  they  propelled  by  a  paffion  for  havoc  and 
•fpoil,  that  pacific  meafures  in  the  firft  initance,  fuch  as  com- 
port with  the  juftice,  and  are  calculated  to  preferve  the  ma- 
jefty  of  the  nation,  were  itigmatized  with  die  opprobrious 
epithets  of  imbecility  and  c&wardke ,. 
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From  an  abrupt  and  impaflioned  condemnation  of  rr.eafures, 
the  tranfition  to  a  reprehenfion  of  their  authors,  was  eafy.  The 
high  functionaries  of  the  nation,  thofe  to  whom  are  commit- 
ted all  that  is  clear  to  it,  were  made  fubjects  of  the  mofb  atroci- 
ous calumny  and  outrageous  abufe.  Although  unceafingly 
employed  in  the  purfuit  of  mcafures  calculated  to  guard  the 
rights,  promote  the  interefts,  and  maintain  the  dignity  of  the 
nation,  the  Preudertt,  and  the  other  public  agents  who  thought 
and  acted  with  him,  were  reprefented  as  regardlefs  of  theie  inef- 
timable  jewels. 

The  Prefident  wanted  energy  !  This  was  the  eternal  theme  of 
federal  animadverfion  j  but  thanks  to  the  good  fenfe  of  the  peo- 
ple, this  mantelet  to  whatever  is  vicious  in  the  political  world 
no  longer  deceives.  The  genuine  import  of  the  term  is  per- 
verted for  party  ends.  In  the  ft tlcral  vocabulary  of  the  day,  it 
no  longer  imports  the  collected,  vigorous,  and  unimpaired  pow- 
er of  the  nation,  brought  into  operation  by  the  neceflities,  and 
wielded  by  the  wifdom  of  the  ftate.  Bid  he  retrench  a  multi- 
plieity  of  ufelefs  expences  and  recommend  the  abolition  of  the 
internal  taxes?  He  wanted  energy1.  Did  he  reftore  freedom 
to  the  press  ?  He  was  feeble  and  unenergeticl  Did  he  provide 
for  the  reduction  of  the  public  debt,  by  the  payment  of  the 
public  creditor?  He  was  an  enemy  to  public  faith  ;  he  relax- 
ed the  fprings  of  government  \  he  deftroyed  its  energy.  In 
ihort,  the  term  energy,  as  ufed  by  the  federal  prrty,  means  a  go- 
vernment porlefied  oi  power  undelegated  by  the  people—  ini- 
pofing  taxes  burdenfome  to  them — laying  reftraints  upon  the 
prefs  unwholcfome  to  their  freedom,  and  accumulating  a  pub- 
lic debt  in  wafteful  prodigality,  in  contempt  of  juftice,  to 
the  lafting  impoverishment  of  the  ftate,  to  the  difcouragement 
of  productive  labour,  and  the  cultivation  of  thofe  great  and 
magnanimous  qualities  which  are  the  props  of  national  gran- 
deur, the  parent  of  brilliant  and  heroic  deeds. 

Coriolanus  adopted,  in  the  language  employed  in  his  papers 
pubiiihed  in  the  Morning  Chronicle,  fche  federal  import  of  the 
term.  He  aflailcd  the  adminiilration  under  cover  of  an  hypo- 
thefis.  Purfuing  his  inflammatory  drain,  his  iniidicus  de- 
clamation, he  remarks,  "  If  the  adminiftration  has  energy  enough 
for  this  dignified  purpofe" — what  was  the  energy  lacking,  -what 
the  object  to  accomplilli  which  it  was  to  be  employed  ?  If 
ever  an  adminiilration  merited  and  pofiefled  the  confidence  cf  a 
brave  and  enlightened  people,  it  is  the  one  under  which  we 
live  and  by  which  we  are  blefled.  There  is  no  other  govern- 
ment on  earth  around  which  the  people  would  fo  promptly  and 
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cheerfully  rally  as  the  "  fafe-guard  of  their  rights."  It  there- 
fore poffciTes  energy  commenfurate  to  the  power  of  the  nation. 
It  calls,  and  the  people  obey  ;  it  points  to  viclory,  and  they  at- 
chieve  it. 

Pofleffing  then,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  confidence,  and 
commanding  the  power  of  the  nation,  it  is  effential  to  the  re- 
tention of  the  one,  and  the  judicious  exercife  of  the  other  that 
the  caufe  in  which  the  latter  is  to  be  employed  Should  be 
jujl  and  necejfary.  What  then  was  the  dignified  purpofe  on 
which  Co riolan us  declaims?  Aggreflionj  conqueftsj  the  inva- 
fion  of  New-Orleans  by  a  "  rapid  military  movement  •,"  the 
fubjugation  of  Louifiana  west  of  the  Miffiflippi — a  vifitation 
to  the  mines  of  Mexico ! 

To  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people  and  embarrafs  the  admi- 
niftration,  falje  facts  were  afTumed,  arguments  advanced,  and 
inferences  drawn  from  them  as  if  true.  Coriolanus  unhefitating- 
ly  afTerts  that  the  fufpenfion  of  our  right  of  depefit  was  the 
«c  a£t  of  the  Spanifh  government."  This  unfounded  pofition, 
which  when  advanced  he  had  every  reafon  to  believe  was  un- 
tenable, was  artfully  aflumed  to  jultiiy  the  violent  meafures  and 
warlike  preparations  recommended  in  his  papers.  But  even  if 
well-founded,  although  it  might  furnifh  plaufible,  it  certainly 
would  not  be  good  ground  for  war,  without  a  previous  attempt 
at  amicable  adjuftment.  This  opinion  is  Supported  by  the  bed 
wv!\rs  on  the  Law  of  Nations  ;  by  the  proceedings  of  .European 
governments  in  modern  times-,  by  thofe  of  the  United  btates 
in  the  cafe  of  our  difputes  with  the  Britifh  government  in  1793  ; 
in  that  of  Spain  in  1796-7  with  regard  to  the  boundary  line 
then  to  be  run,  agreeable  to  treaty,  between  the  respective  terri- 
tories of  the  two  nations;  and  in  that  of  our  differences  with 
Trance  in  1797-8.  In  every  inftance  negotiation  preceded,  and 
rendered  unneceflary,  an  appeal  to  the  fword.*     But  anomalies 

*  The  following  extract  from  Mr.  Fox's  Speech  delivered  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  March  12th,  1803,  on  a  motion  to  increafe  the 
number  of  Seamen,  is  in  point,  and  thews  that  the  opinion  of  thatdii- 
linguifhed  orator  correfponds  with  the  practice  of  our  government. 

"  I  hope  that  the  object  of  the  war  will  be  clearly  ar.d  dif 
tinftly  underftood.  What  are  the  Subjects  which  may  eventually 
lead  to  fuch  an  unfortunate  reiult,  I  profefs  to  be  totally  ignorant. 
Whether  they  refer  to  the  pofTcfhon  of  Malta,  the  evacuation  of 
Alexandria,  or  whatever  other  points  of  difcuflion  they  involve,  \ 
have  no  means  of  forming  an  opinion.  I  ihall  juft  fay,  generally, 
that  if  our  national  rights  are  involved  ;  if  attempts  have  been  made 
to  lower  that  rank  we  have  been  accuftomed  to  hold  among  the  na- 
tior.s  of  Europe,  and  all  attempts  at  amicable  adjujiment  have  fad- 
ed, then  I  have  no  difficulty  in  faying  that  a  war  ur.der  fuch  circttm- 
Jiar.ces  would  be  juft, :'     See  the  American  Citizsn,  May  4,1803- 
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from  fnge  prefcription,  from  authorized  rules,  from  juftifiabk 
meafures,  and  from  the  uniform  practice  of  our  government* 
were,  in  this  inftance,  to  be  purfued.  Extraordinary  views  re- 
quire, to  accompliili  them,  extraordinary  meafures.  We  need 
not  be  told  that  a  change  in  the  adminiftration  was  the  great 
cbject,  and  that  war  was  the  mean  through  which  it  was  to  be 
■effedted. 

Hence,  with  a  feerrfing  folicitude  for  its  continuance,  we 
were  gravely  told  by  Coriolamis^  that  *  if  the  government  fhould 
permit  itfelf  to  ivafxe  the  fefiion  in  fruitlefs  negociation,  the  ad- 
miniftration will  bcJJjoohto  its  centre"  'lhe  reverfe  of  the  po- 
rtion was  much  more  probable,  and  the  meafures  recommend- 
ed by  Coriolanus  were,  of  all  others,  the  moll  likely  to  effect 
the  concuffion  anticipated. 

In  what  abhorrence,  in  what  detefiation  ouirht  we  to  hold 
the  man  who  would  involve  a  nation  in  the  calamities  of  war, 
without  previo-ufly  attempting,  by  negociation,  to  fettle  thofe 
differences  to  our  fatisfa£tion  which  are  to  form  the  ground- 
work of  the  greater!  of  all  human  afflictions  I  In  this  cio£trine 
there  is  neither  patviotifm,  nor  juftice,  nor  religion.  The  re- 
mark,urged  with  all  the  zeal  of  a  felfilh  partizan,  is  a  moft  per- 
nicious one,  and  the  glorious  remit  of  the  wife  and  pacinc  mea- 
fures purfued  by  the  executive,  is  the  belt  commentary  upon 
it. 

Did  England,  anterior  to  embarking  in  the  war  with 
France  recently  commenced,  adopt  the  policy  of  Coriolanus  ? 
No  ;  omnipotent  as  lhe  is  on  the  ocean,  lofty  in  her  pretentions, 
proud  as  a  nation,  and  jealous  of  her  character,  fhe  reforted 
to  negociation,  and,  with  unbecoming  humility,  fuftained 
infuiis  of  which  the  United  States  cannot  furnifh  an  exam- 
ple. We  find  her  very  independence  as  a  nation  affailed  by  the 
demand  of  the  Firit  Conful  to  alter  fundamentally  her  govern- 
ment, with  regard  to  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  the  hos- 
pitality due  to  ftrangers  by  the  law  of  nations.  And  what  was 
her  conduct  ?  Did  (he  abruptly  terminate  the  negociation?  No, 
fhe  remonltrated  with  the  Firit  Conful  on  the  impropriety  of 
the  imperious  and  humiliating  demand,  defended  her  rights  as 
an  independent  power,  and  in  refpeel:  to  ftrangers  refiding  in 
1  ngland  who  were  obnoxious  to  him,  (he  declared  that  their 
claims  upon  her  for  protection  by  the  Jjniverjal  Law  were  too 
facred  and  obligatory  to  be  difpenled  with. 

Had  our  Government  acted  thus,  it  would  have  been  termed 
by  thofe  ftyling  themielves  Federalijhy  the  meaneft,  the  moft 
punilanimous,  and  the  moft  cowardly  ;  there  is  no  epithet  that 
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would  have  been  too  fevere,   no  crimination,  however  unjuft, 
that  would  not  have  been  lavifhed  upon  it. 

But  party  zeal,  like  that  exhibited  by  the  Morning  Chronicle, 
is  heedlefs  of  found  policy  and  of  right.  War  was  the  favour- 
ite object  of  the  federal  party  and  of  the  Vice-Prefident.  The 
nation  was  to  be  plunged  into  its  horrors,  that  the  adminiftra- 
tion  might  at  all  hazards  be  rendered  unpopular.  And  as  ne- 
gociation  proroifed  thofe  objects  for  which  warlike  meafures 
were  to  be  purfued,  the  former  were  denounced  as  the  effect  of 
a  criminal  pufillanimity.  On  this  unjuft  ground  the  federal  and 
Burr  parties  made  a  ftand  againft  the  executive. 

With  a  view  to  render  the  Prefident  unpopular,  by  exciting 
difcontents  againft  the  meafures  recommended  by  him,  and 
feconded  by  a  patriotic  Congrefs,  it  was  remarked,  in  the 
Morning  Chronicle,  that  "  the  Houfe  of  Reprefntailves  will  not 
permit  the  interefts  of  the  community  to  be  deftroyed."  It  had 
before  been  more  than  hinted  in  the  fame  paper,  that  the  Pre-* 
fident  was  "  calmly  permitting  the  country  to  fink  beneath  the* 
horizon  of  notice." 

Here  was  a  direct,  plain,  and  unequivocal  attack  on  the 
executive.  He  was  accufed — of  what  ?  Of  fuffering  the  "  in- 
terefts of  the  nation  to  be  deftroyed,"  and  of  "  permitting  it 
to  fink  beneath  the  horizon  of  notice  !" 

But,  fays  the  Morning  Chronicle,  although,  unfortunately, 
we  have  a  Prefident  who  is  thus  indifferent  to  the  interefts,  the 
dignity,  and  the  independence  of  the  empire,  yet,  thanks  to  our 
good  ftars,  the  Houfe  of 'Representatives  will  preferve  the  interefts, 
and  prevent  the  nation  from  "  linking  beneath  the  horizon  of 
notice !" 

What  could  have  dictated  imputations  fo  uncandid,  infinua-s 
tion«  fo  illiberal,  charges  fo  unfounded,  but  deadly  hoftility  to 
the  adminiftration  ?  Had  the  Prefident  been  unmindful  of  the 
interefts  of  the  United  States  ?  No ;  in  every  act  of  his  admini-. 
ftration  we  faw  a  peculiar  folicitude  to  preferve  and  improve 
them.  Had  he  "calmly,"  and  as  an  indifferent  fpectator,  viewed 
the  fufpenuon  of  our  right  of  depofit?  No,  his  chief  attention 
was  directed  to  its  reftoration,  and  to  his  vigilance  and  wifdom, 
in  a  great  meafure,  is  to  be  afcribed,  without  the  lofs  of  one 
drop  of  blood,  the  ceifion  to  the  United  States  of  the  ifland  of 
New-Orleans. 

Jn  the  Menage  of  the  Prefident  communicated  to  the  Houfe 
of  Rcprefentatives,  Dec.  22,  1803,  agreeably  to  a  refoiulion 
•of  the  houfe  on  the  1 7th,  he  remarks, 

"  In  making  this  communication,  I  deem  it  proper  to  ob- 
serve that  I  was  led  by  the  regard  due  to  the  interefts  of  the 
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United  States,  and  to  the  juft  fenfibility  of  the  portion  of  our 
fellow  citizens  more  immediately  affe£ted  by  the  irregular  pro 
ceedings  at  New  Orleans,  to  lofe  not  a  moment  in  caufing 
every  itep  to  be  taken  which  the  occafion  claimed  from  me; 
being  equally  aware  of  the  obligation  to  maintain  in  all  cafes 
the  rights  of  the  nation,  and  to  employ  for  that  purpofc  thofe 
juft  and  honorable  means,  which  belong  to  the  character  of 
"the  United  Stares." 

On  the  firft  of  January,  feveral  days  after  the  publication 
of  the  Prefident's  communication,  the  Morning  Chronicle  Im- 
putedto  him  a  want  of  attention.  In  the  fpirit  of  invective  and 
grounulefs  accufation  againft  the  executive,  Coriolanus  aiks, 

"  What  reafon  can  poffibly  be  given  for  delay?"  that  is,  for 
delaying  the  "  rapid  military  movement  of  the  troops"  which 
he  had  fuggefted. 

Two  reafons  were  affigned  for  "delaying  the  rapid  military 
movement  of  the  troops"  It  was  juftiy  doubted  whether 
the  interdiction  was  the  a£t  of  the  Spani/h  government^  or  of 
an  individual  (the  IntendantJ  not  authorised  to  perform  it ;  and  it 
was  contended,  even  admitting  it  to  have  been  the  act  of  that  ga- 
vernmeni,  that  negociation,  in  whatever  point  of  light  the  tranf- 
a£tion  might  be  viewed,  was,  in  the  fnft  inftance,  preferable 
to  an  immediate  appeal  to  arms. 

In  refpe£l  to  the  firft,  viz.  whether  the  interdiction  was  the 
unauthorized  act  of  the  Intendant,  or  the  deliberate  one;;of  h?§ 
government,  Mr.  Madifon,  in  his  report  to  the  Prefident  on 
the  fubjec~t,  dated  Dec.  21,  1802,  makes  the  following  remaiks. 

"  Whether  in  thefe  violations  of  treaty  the  officer  of  Spain 
at  New— Orleans  has  proceeded  with  or  without  orders  from  his 
Government,  cannot,  as  yet,  be  decided  bv  dire£t  and  pofitive 
teftimony  ;  but  it  ought  not  to  be  omitted  in  the  ftatemeuL  here 
made,  that  other  circumftances  concur  with  the  good  faith  and 
friendship  otherwife  obferved  by  his  Catholic  Majefty,  in  favor- 
ing a  belief  that  no  fuch  orders  have  been  given." 

In  addition  to  the  opinion  here  advanced  by  the  Secretary  of 
ftate,  we  were  officially  allured  by  the  Marquis  D'  Yrujo,  that 
the  interdiction  was  an  a£t  purely  of  the  Spanith  Intendant. 

Thefe  were  cogent  reafons  for  delaying  the  "  rapid  military 
movement  of  the  troops"  to  invade  the  territory  of  a  neighbour- 
ing power.  I  will  venture  to  fay  that  there  is  not,  in  the  re- 
cords of  modern  times,  a  fingle  inftance  of  a  nation  commenc- 
ing hoftilities  under  fuch  circumftances  ;*  but  there  are  innu- 

*  See  the  Hon.  De  Witt  Clinton's  Speech  on  Mr.  RofsVRefolu- 
tions. 


(     33     ) 

merable  of   officers  committing  unauthorifed  offences,  which, 
when  known,  their  refpettive  governments  have  difavowed. 

But  apart  from  thofe  exteniive  .obligations  which  bind  inde- 
pendent nations  to  each  other,  and  a  departure  from  which  in- 
volves weighty  and  ferious  confiderations,  found  national  policy 
dictated  negociation  before  war.     All  nations  have  an  intereft 
in  peace,  but  none  more  than  the  United  States.     Their  exten- 
five  domain  ftands  in  need  of  an  inqreafed  population,    for  in 
population  national   ftrength  principally  corifiits.     They  have 
an  imrnenfity  of  land  that  requires  cultivation,which  war  wuuld 
retard.     They  form  a  young  empire,  advancing,  indeed,  with 
giant  ftrides  to  whatever  conftitutes  the  vigor,  or  embeiliihes  a 
powerful  nation  ',  but  nvqr%   the  greatefl  calamity  with  which 
Omnipotence  has    afflicted  mankind,    would    be  an  immenfe 
drawback  upon  their  progrefs  to  that  defirable  flate  to  wlncl} 
peace  will  halten  us.     With  regard  to  freedom,  which  neither 
the  raoft  ignominious  fiavenor  the  molt  illuftriou?  freeman  can 
juitly  appreciate,  they  form,  undoubtedly,  the    '«  world's  befl 
hope."     Is  the  clangour  of  arms,  the  din  of  war,  the  groans  of 
the  dying,  the  lamentations  of  thofej.whom  they  leave  behind, 
compatible  with  the    tranquil,  the    all-captivating  charms    of 
freedom?     He  has  a  difcordant  foul  who  thinks  fo  j  he  wants 
fenfibility  who  affirms  it ;  he  deferves  not  to  breathe  the  a-jr  of 
liberty  who,  when  avoidable  confidently  with  national  honor, 
would  unfheath  the  fword  to  infliift  the  deep  and  deadly  wounds. 
But    without    expatiating  on  the    numerous   advantages  of 
peace,  which  are  too  obvious  not  to  be  feen  by  the  moil  obtufc 
virion,  where  was  the  neceffity  for  plunging  the  nation  in  war? 
What  objects  were  to  be  accomplifhed  by  this  harm  meafure  ? 
«« Indemnity  for  the  pail   and  fecurity  for«the  future,"    or   in 
other  words,  to  reflore  the  right  of  depofit  fecured  by  treaty, 
and,    advancing   fomewhat,*?  prevent  in  future    a  like  occur- 
rence. Both  were  defirable.  But  were  they  unaceompiiihableby 
negociation  ?  Experience  lias  evinced  that,  according  to  the  opin- 
ion of  the  executive  and  thofe  who  thought  and  acted  with  him, 
they  were  not.     While,  therefore,  there  was  a  probability,   nay- 
even  a  poffibility,  of  obtaining  by  pacific  meafures,  without  na- 
tional humiliation,  what  might  be  atchieved  by  arms,  was  it  not 
wife,  was  it  not  libera!,  was  it  not  humane,  was  it  not  juft,  wan 
it  not  congenial  with  national  honour,  to  try  the  experiment  ? 
Jt  has  been  tried,  and  it  has  been  found  abundantly  fucccfsful. 
The  event  redounds  to  the  wifdom,    the  liberal  and  enlarged 
views   of  the  adminiitration,    and  mull  confound  its    eppo- 
Xi  ents. 

E 
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But  war  was  the  object  of  the  federal  party,  and  they  fought 
by  delufion  to  effect  it.  They  perceived  in  the  tranquil  and 
renovating  progrefs  of  the  adminiftration  an  iniupeiable  obfta- 
cle  to  their  reftoration  to  power,  and  they  therefore  left  no 
means  untried  to  difturb  the  one  and  thwart  the  other.  In  the 
full  expectation  of  effecting  both,  the  Morning  Chronicle,  with 
an  affectation  of  patriotism,  exclaims, 

"  Where  is  the  fpirit  of  feventy-fix?  Where  have  our  pa- 
triots and  heroes  fled?  Will  our  government  commit  itfelf,  in 
the  fir  ft  inftance,  Wcobiveb  negotiations  fn  Where  is  the  fpirit 
of  feventy-fix?  At  the  helm  of  government!  Yes,  it  is  there 
in  its  full  vigor  without  the  leaft  attenuation.  Where  have  our 
patriots  and  heroes  fled  ?  Many  to  Wafhington  city,  good 
Morning  Chronicle,  but  they  refide  in  every  part  of  the  union, 
to  expofe  your  infidioufnefs  and  refift  your  machinations.  Will 
our  government  commit  itfelf  to  cobweb  negotiations  P  No,  it 
will  not,  nor  has  it.  It  entered  into  fubjlantial  negeciation,  and 
the  wifdom  of  its  meafures  is  ccnipicuous  in  the  ACQUISI- 
TION of  LOUISIANA. 

Having  noticed  the  open  and  infidkms  efforts  of  the  Morn- 
ing Chronicle  to  involve  the  union  in  war,  inoppofition  to  the 
opinion  of  the  executive  and  a  majority  of  Congrefs,  let  us  fol- 
low its  editor  to  Albany,  the  feat  of  our  ftate  government,  and 
take  a  retrofpective  view  of  his  conduct  there  as  a  member  of 
the  Aifembly.  In  doing  this  it  will  be  feen  that  he  carried  with 
him  into  the  Legislature,  and  manifefted,  the  fame  hoftility  to 
the  executive  and  to  Congrefs  ;  the  f.tme  zeal  to  co  operate 
with  the  federalifts,  and  the  fame  dtfire  to  convulfe  the  coun- 
try. 

On  the  25th  January,  1803,  governor  Clinton  delivered  to 
the  Legiflature  a  fpeech,  from  which  the  following  is  an  ex- 
tract. 

"  You  muft,  however,  have  heard  with  regret,  of  the  late 
unwarrantable  conduct  of  the  Spani/h  Indendant*  at  New-Or- 
fearis,  calculated  to  deprive  the  people  of  the  United  States  of 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Miiliuippi  ;  but  notwithftanding  the 
fenfibilUy  fojuitly  and  generally  excited  on  this  occafion,  there 
is  every  reafon  to  'believe  that  the  *ivlfe  and  temperate  meafures 
adopted  by  the  Pre/idcnt,  will  remove  all  caufe  of  complaint : 
mould  this  not  be  the  cafe,  and  a  more  vigorous  courfe  become 
proper  and  necelTary,  I  feel  confident  it  will  be  purfued;    and 

*  The  governor  very  properly  afcribed  the  *'  Unwarrantable  Cen- 
tra" to  the  Spanifli  lnUndant\  not  to  his  Catholic  Majefty, 
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that  this  ftate,  which  fo  eminently  exerted  itfelf  in  theeftablifn- 
ment  of  American  Independence,  will  difplay  equal  firmnefs 
and  patriotifm  in  vindicating  our  national  rights,  from  what- 
ever quarter  they  may  be  afTailed." 

Sentiments  fo  patriotic  were  expected  from  Governor  Clin- 
ton, whofe  military  career  during  the  revolution  can  only  be 
equalled  by  the  wifilom  of  his  civil  adminiilration  fmce. 

The  anfwer  of  the  AfTembly,  echoed  the  fentiments  of  the 
Governor  with  regard  to  the  ivife  and  temperate  meafures  adopt- 
ed by  the  Prefident.  "  We  believe,"  the  houfe  remark,  "  that 
found  policy,  as  well  as  the  dictates  of  humanity,  point  out  the 
propriety  of  attempting  to  obtain  redrefs  by  negociation  before 
an  appeal  to  arms;  and  therefore  highly  approve  the  "  ivife  and  ' 
temperate  meafures  of  the  Prefident  T 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  anfwer  of  the  houfe  above  quot- 
ed, are  in   collifion  with  the  opinions  fo  freely  propagated  by 
the  Morning  Chronicle.     Coriolanus  had  vehemently  contended 
that  in  the  "  wife  and  temperate  meafures  adopted  by  the  exe*. 
eutive,"  were  to  be  {een  only  an  abandonment  of  the  "  inte- 
refts"  of  the  nation,  and  a  fitnefs  to  "  fink  it  beneath  the  ho- 
rizon of  notice  •"  but,  averting  his  eyes  from  one  fo  totally  un-  ' 
worthy,   according    to     his  opinion,     to  be    Prefident  of  thev 
United  States,    he  added,  in  the  vain  expectation  of  inducing  . 
'them  to  declare  war,  that  our  "  Houfe   of  Reprejentativcs  will- 
neither  permit''  a  dereliction  of  the  "  interefts,"  nor  fuffer  the 
nation  to  "  fink  beneath  the  horizon  of  notice."" 

Were  the. opinion  of  Coriolanus  correct',  the  •*  avifdom"  of  the 
Prefident  would  be  the  molt  unpardonable  folly,  and  his  « tem- 
perate''' the  moil  criminal  of  meafures ;  aneKthat  it  was  correct, 
according  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Irving,  we  cannot  doubt  after 
he  has  himfelf  declared,  in  un  editorial  paragraph  which  appear- 
ed in  the  Mornirig  Chronicle,  January  6,  that  "  we  think  the 
remarks  of  Coriolanus  worthy  the  particular  attention-  of  our 
Reprefentatives  in  Congrefs." 

WW..  Irving  was  therefore  fully  prepared  to  declare  in  tlve 
AfTembly,  that  the  meafures  of  the  Prefident  were  not  ivfe', 
and  accordingly  he  moved  that  the  following  paffage  in  the  an~ 
fwer'to  the  Governor's  Speech,  be  "expunged." 

"We  believe  that  found  policy,  as  well  as  the  dictates  of 
"  humanity,  point  out  the  propriety  of  attempting   to   obtain 
"  redrefs  by  negociation  before  an  appeal  to  arms-,  and  there- ^ 
"  fore  highly  approve  the  wife  and  temperate  meafures  of  the  Pre- 
"  (idem.* 
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,  The  motion  to  expunge  was  negatived,  63  to  2$,  and  Mr" 
Irving  was  found  in  the  minority  with  the  federalifts  :  not  or.e 
pf  the  Reprefentatives  of  the^/>)»  of  New-York  voted  with  him.* 
They  were  all  of  opinion  that  the  meafures  adopted  by  the  Pre- 
fident  were  wife  and  temperate,  buthimfelf;  and  he  therefore, 
as  it  refpe6ls  them,  Hood  alone  on  the  queltion.  He  had  the 
pleafure,  however,  of  unking  with  honefl  nien! 

Defeat  in  the  Affembly  neither  altered  Lis  opinion  nor  his 
conduct  in  refpedr.  to  the  wife  and  temperate  mea  lures  of  the 
Preiident.  He  flill  thought  or  affected  to  think,  with  the  reft 
of  the  leaders  of  the  federal  party,  that  the  wifdom  of  the  Prefi- 
dent  was  folly,  and  his  temperate  the  moft  ruinous  of  meafures; 
This  was  evinced  by  the  manner  in  which  the  Morning  Chronicle 
was  fubfequently  conducted; 

When  the  efforts  of  the  •wdr-pzrty  in  Ccngfefs  failed  of  pro- 
ducing immediate  hoftilities,  Mr.  Senator  Rofs,  in  the  rage  of 
difappointment,  threatened,  on  his  return  home,  to  itir  up  the 
people  in  his  neigbourhood;  and  Mf.  Senator  Dayton  vifited 
the  weftern  parts  of  the  Union  to  fee  what  could  be  effected ! 

It  was  hoped  that  Kentucky,  Tenncffee,  the  Hate  of  Ohio, 
and  the  Mftffiilippi  Territoiv,  unmindful  of  the  welfare  of  the 
Union,  and  of  their  allegiance  due  to  it;  would  rife  in  rebel- 
lion againit  the  Government  and  take  pofieffion  of  New-Or- 
leans. Accordingly  no  means  were  left  untried  by  the  federal 
party  to  produce  this  unpleafant  event.  Pathetic  appeals  were 
made  to  their  pillions,  and  it  was  repreiented  that  their  inte. 
refts  were  facrificed  to  z  feeble  and  difgraceful  policy. 

In  this  fpirit  of  oppofition,  and  prepared  to  "  die  in  the  Jaft 
ditch,"  rumours  were  induftrioufly  circulated  in  the  federal 
priuts,  that  the  citizens  of  Kentucky,  hopeleis  of  obtaining  relief 
from  the  General  Government,  had  refolved  to  redrefs  their 
own  grievances,  and  that  to  this  end  twenty  thoufand  men  were 
encamped  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  poffeffing  by  force  the  town 
of  New-Oceans  ! 

Every  rumour  of  this  nature  which  appeared  in  the  federal 
prints  was  carefully  republished  in  the  Morning  Chronicle,  un- 
accompanied with  a  fingle  remark  to  expofe  its  futility,  or 
ihew  the  views  with  which  it  was  circulated.  Coriolanus  had 
raid  that  Kentucky  could  raife,  in  one  week,  fufficient  force  to 
conquer  all  the  Spanifh  pcfTeffions  in  the  Mifliffippi,  and  then 
afked— "  Why  wait  the  tardy  procefe  of  negociation  ?  Ihe 
readinefs  with  which  Mr.  Irving   inferted  the  niifchievous  ru- 

*  See  Journals  of  Ihe  Afllmb'y. 
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moors  warrants  the  affertion  that  he  joyed  at  hearing  tha* 
"  fufficient  force"  was  encamped  and  determined  not  to  wait  the 
tardy  procefs  of  negociation  !* 

But  Kentucky  and  the  other  ftates  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
New-Orleans,  were  found.  Neither  the  inflammatory  writings 
of  Coriolanus,  the  touch  of  the  Vice-Prefident,  the  war  decla- 
mation of federal  orators  in  the  Senate,  nor  the  inf urgent  ani- 
nudverfions  of  the  federal  prints,  fhook  their  attachment  to  the 
general  government.  They  had  confidence  in  the  wife  and 
temperate  meafures  of  the  executive  and  of  Congrefs,  and  they 
evinced  it  in  their  firm  and  orderly  deportment,  in  unequivocal 
exhibitions  of  their  patriotifm,  and  in  the  deteftation  they  mani- 
fested of  the  efforts  employed  to  ftir  up  commotion  among 
them. 

In  whatever  related  to  the  delicate  difcuffion  of  the  affair  of 
New-Orkans,  the  union  between  the  Morning  Chronicle  and 
the  Evening  Poft  was  cordial  and  perfect;  for  as  they  had  but 
one  and  the  fame  end  in  view,  To  they  differed  not  in  the  means 
by  which  it  was  to  be  accdmplifhed. 

The  following  is  one  among  innumerable  inftances  of  this 
cordiality, 

Coriolanus,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Coleman,  was  incorrect 
with  regard  to  the  date  of  the  cefiion  of  Louifiana  to  Spain. 
In  noticing  the  fancied  error,  however,  Mr.  Coleman  exhibited 
all  the  grimaces  of  a  courtezan.  While  as  a  man  well  read  in 
hiftory*  he  could  riot,  confidently  with  his  extenfive  literary  ac- 
quirements, permit  an  error  in  chronology  to  pals  unnoticed, 
yet  as  a  politician  he  applauded  in  appropriate  ftrains  of  enco- 
mium the  Jpirited  and  patriotic  remarks  of  Coriolanus  ! 

The  following  is  the  reply  of  that  writer. 

"  The  editor  of  the  Evening  Po/t,  of  Monday,  in  a  note  en 
the  fubjeft  of  Louifiana,  alTerts,  it  was  not  ceded  to  Spain  in 
1763,  as  ftatedby  Coriolanus  in  the  Morning  Chronicle.  Not 
twirling  to  carp  with  one  who  feems  difpofed  to Jlep  forward  on 
the  theatre  of  national  honor ^  and  to  afjijl  in  guarding  our  com- 
mm  country  from  threatened  danger.  I  would  recommend  to  the 
editor's  perufal  the  hiitory  of  Lewis  the  XIV." 

Morning  Chronicle  Dec.  30,  1802. 

*  During  the  publication  of  the  pieces  figned  Coriolanus,  upwards 

of  one  hundred  copies  a-day  of  the  Morning  Chronicle  were  fent  regit* 

larly  through  the  poft-office  of  this  city  to  ihe  Nut  bez.     Q^ere.    Who 

•paid  for  them,  and  with  whit  views  were  the  /edition*  paperb  rbrwarded  . 

\  On  the  30L&  Ddr.  ten  days  before  Coriolanus  ihus  complimented 
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The  editor  of  the  Evening  Poft  was  not,  in  noticing  the  reply 
of  Coriolanus,  Ids  fraternal  and  complimentary  than  the  Morn- 
ing Chronicle.     He  remarks, 

"  Coriolanus  will  find  we  are  no  more  difpofed  to  cavil 
about  trifles  than  himfelf ;  and  although  his  explanation  of 
this  morning  {hews  fufficiently  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with 
the  fubjeoT:  on  which  he  writes  with  fc  much  good  fenfe  and  be~ 
coming  fpirit,  yet  neither  does  he  convict  us  of  an  error.  We 
are  pleated  to  fee  that  all  real  Americans,  however  divided  in 
local  politics,  are,  on  this  occafion,  united  in  fentiment  as  to> 
the  true  intereft  and  dignity  of  the  nation  !" 

livening  Poft,  Dec.  30,  1802. 

Thus  you  fee,  my  good  fir,  that  the  Morning  Chronicle  and 
Evening  Poft  underitood  each  other  perfectly,  and  that  as 
they  differed  not  in  the  end  defiled,  fo  they  united  in  the 
means  neceflary  to  attain  it.  They  ciiipeiilcd  with  trifles,  and 
coalefced  in  the  one  grand  obj  et  ! 

When  the  fpecial  million  was  fuggefted  by  the  executive  and 
fan£tioned  by  Congrefs,  the  tone  and  temper  of  the  Morning 
Chronicle  were  changed  ;  and  as  it  was  corre£tly  conjectured 
that  the  purchafe  of  the  r.  aft  em  Bank  of  the  MifiilTippi  was  the 
great  delideratum  of  the  embafiy,  the  next  fubjecl  that 
engaged  the  attention  of  Mr:  Irving  was  the  Jum  to  be 
given.  Here  the  idea  will  no  doubt  fuggeii  itfelf  to  you,  that 
the  Firfl  Conful  is  not  ignorant  that  the  Morning  Chronicle  is, 
under  the  patronage  of  the  Vice  Prefident. 

It  now  became  a  favourite  object  with  the  federal  party  to> 
defeat,  if  poffible,  the  negociation,  by  throwing  every  obftacle 
m  the  way  of  its  progrefs. 

After  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Monroe,  they  entertained  hopes- 
of  the  failure  of  his  miflion. 

Calumnies  the  molt  unfounded  were  propagated.  It  was  o- 
penly  and  unbluihin^ly  afferted  in  the  federal  prints,  that  Two 

the  editor  of  the  Evening  Poft,  the  following  paragraph,  fpeaking  of 
the  Prefident  of  the  United  State?,  appealed  in  that  paper. 

"  In  every  line  (of  his  mtffage)  we  readily  recognize  the  ftyle  of  the 
ombifous,  cunning,  deceitful,  demagogue,  whofe  principal  a'Vn  is  always 
tocsjo'e  the  people  by  flattering  their  weakness  Jn  the  prefent  as  well 
as  in  the  lift  public  addrefs  of  ibis  man,  we  perceive  the  fame  mean, 
uyigene'o-u,  ufjuft,  d'jbonejl,  attempt  to  ereft  a  popularity  for  himfelf 
on  the  ruins  of  his  predectffors. 

This  paragraph  was  written  by  Mr.  Coleman,,  with  whom  the  Morn- 
ing Chronicle  would  not  carp  abouf  trifles,  fioce  he  was  d'fpofed  to  flep 
jBPWurd  en  the  theatre  of  n"t'onal  bone,  and  to\'/JiJl  '«  gua-d<ng  our 
ta&man  count'}  J>  oni  lb  e«':aicd  d*>ng:' \  ! 
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Millions  of  Dollars  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive 
to  bribe  the  Minijlers  of  the  Firfl  Confui!  Prefuming  that  the 
circulation  of  this  miferable  calumny  might  induce  thofe  by 
whom  the  chief  magistrate  of  France  is  furroundea,  to  demand 
large  gratifications  \  and  knowing  that  the  nation,  juVtly  appre- 
ciating its  character,  was  too  proul  to  give  them,  it  was  hoped 
that,  through  the  avarice  of  the  one  and  the  high  fenfe  of  honor 
entertained  by  ihe  other,  the  negociation  would  fail. 

It  was  alfo  ingenioufly  fuppofeel  that  the  Firit  Confui  might  be 
induced  to  alt  more  for  Louifiana  than  the  United  State* 
would  be  willing  to  give.  This  was  another  fource  of  flatter- 
ing expectation  to  the  war  party  ;  high  eitimates  of  its  value 
were  therefore  given. 

With  regard  to  this  the  Morning  Chronicle  was  not  a  whit 
behind  the  federal  prints.  The  editor,  full  of  regard  for  the 
profperity  of  the  Union,  thus  hints  to  the  Firft  Confui  the  fum 
it  is  worth : 

"  Amount  ought  not  in  fuch  a  cafe  to  be  considered  an  obfta- 
cle.  Suppofe  the  whole  (of  Louifiana)  could  be  purchafed  for 
Forty  Millions  of  dollars;  or  even  New-Orleans  alone  could  be 
procured  for  a  proportionate  fum,  this  iaft  place  is  fo  elfentiai 
that  it  would  not  require  the  leaft  hen  ation." 

Morn.  Chron.  Jan.  12,  1S03. 

This  was  very  modefily  hinting  to  Bonaparte  to  afk  forty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  for  Louifiana;  and  to  demand  a  proportionate 
fum  for  the  ifland  of  New-Orleans — fo  nicely  had  Mr.  Irving 
made  his  calculations  ! 

Trifling  as  this  may,  on  a  fuperficial  view,  appear,  it  was 
calculated  to  embarrafs  the  negociator;  for  if,  in  the  United 
States,  the  worth  of  Louifiana  was  eftimated  at  forty  millions 
of  dollars,  it  could  not  be  fuppofed  extravagant  for  Bonaparte 
to  demand  for  it  that  fum,  efpecially  when  it  is  confidered  that 
this  eftimate  was  made  in  a  paper  under  the  peculiar  patronage 
of  the  Vice-Prefdent,  who,  it  might  be  prefumed,  was  not 
ignorant  of  its  value ! 

But  all  the  arts  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Burr  and  of  the  federal 
party  were  unavailing.  Oa  the  19th  January,  the  remarks 
above  quoted  were  made  in  the  Morning  Chronicle,  and  in 
the  following  April,  much  to  the  difappointment  of  the  united 
parties ,  we  were  officially  informed  that  the  right  of  depofit  at 
New-Orleans,  was  reftored  to  the  United  States  by  order  of 
his  Catholic  Majefty. 

This  event,  confidently  anticipated  by  the  friends  0/  the  ad- 
miniftration,  was  cheering  to  every  advocate.©!'  peace.'    It  coo- 
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founded  the  opponents  of  the  Prefident,  and  in  the  mofc  per- 
fuafive  and  eloquent  ftrains  demonftrated,  in  the  language  of 
our  Affembly,  the  nvlfdom  and  temperance  of  his  meafures. 

But  amid  the  joys  that  beamed  from  every  countenance, 
what  was  the  conduct  of  the  Morning  Chronicle?  No  congra- 
tulations appeared  in  its  pages.  We  faw  it  in  all  the  fadnefs 
of  disappointment.  The  oflicial  letter  of  the  8panifh  minuter 
announcing  the  reftoration  was  publifhed  in  the  cbfcwtjl  part 
of  that  paper,  unaccompanied  with  a    fingle  remark! 

See  Morning  Chronicle,  April  23,  1803. 
This  fingle  fact  fpeaks  more  than  volumes  the  deep  chagrin 
of  Mr.  Irving  and  his  friends,  at  the  profpeet  of  peace. 

I  have  been,  perhaps,  more  particular  on  this  interefting  fub- 
ject  than  pleafing;  but  I  deemed  it  important  to  exhibit  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Burr  and  his  friends  in  this  fignal  occurrence  in 
the  hirtory  of  the  United  States. 

In  this  month  (April)  the  annual  election  of  members  for 
the  Affembly  of  the  ilate  recurs.  You  will  permit  me  to  de- 
tail, briefly,  the  conjoint  efforts  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Burr  and 
the  federal  party  to  defeat  the  election  of  the  republican  can- 
didates. 

For  one  year  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Burr  had  been  the  fubject 
of  very  copious  difcuflion  in  pamphlof"  and  in  newfpapers. 
This  had  awakened  public  attention;  excited  public  ferilbility  ; 
and  although  but  little  difference  of  opinion  had  been  manifeit- 
ed  on  the  merits  01  the  cafe,  yet  it  was  expected  by  the  friends 
of  that  gentleman  that  the  approaching  election  would  convince 
his  opponents  that  they  were  more  powerful  than  was  fuppofed. 
Their  laft  hopes  were  placed  upon  the  druggie,  and  there- 
fore fuceefs  was  to  them  ail-effential.  The  election  was  to  be 
the  criterion  to  both  parties  of  the  progrefs  made  by  the  one 
and  of  the  declenfion  fuftained  by  the  other  party.  For  altho' 
there  was  reafon  to  believe  that,  with  but  few  exceptions, 
there  was  only  one  opinion  with  regard  to  Mr.  Burr,  yet  fo 
various  are  the  motives  and  fo  difficult  is  it  to  afcertain  the  un- 
difguifed  opinions  of  men,  that  the  election  was  jultly  viewed 
by  the  friends  of  the  Vice-Prefident,  thofe  by  whom  he  was 
oppofed,  and  the  federal  party  as  the  only  fure  guide. 

The  importance  of  the  election  in  queftion  becomes  enhan- 
ced when  it  is  confidered  that  the  city  of  New- York  is  the  refi- 
dence  of  the  Vice  Prefident  ;  that  with  various  views  it  had 
been  reprefented  throughout  the  States,  that  his  influence  in  it 
was  irrefiitible  j  and  that  if  it  terminated  againft  the  Republi- 
can party  it  would  have  a  moft  unfavourable  effect  on  the 
Union  at  large. 
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111  no  ihape  could  the  exertions  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Burf 
be  crowned  with  fuccefs,  but  by  defeating  the  election  of  the 
Republican  candidates  ;  it  therefore  became  neceffary  to  unite 
with  the  federal  party  to  produce  this  event. 

On  that  lubjeCt,  between  the  two  parties  there  was  no  differ- 
ence of  opinion ;  the  federalifts,  imagining  they  law  in  their 
anticipated  triumph,  the  "  firit  links  of  a  chain  that  was  to  en- 
circle the  Union,"*  treated  the  adherents  of  Mr.  Burr  with  un- 
ulual  refpe£t,  conferred  upon  them  offices  where  they  had  them 
to  bellow,  and  accepted  their  fervices  as  good  and  faithful 
allies. 

The  offices  alluded  to  are  in  the  gift  of  the  corporation  of 
this  city.  With  the  nature  of  the  charter  you  are  well  ac- 
quainted j  it  is  a  remnant  of  a  royal  government ;  it  is  there- 
fore federal r,  and  it  is  federally  administered.  The  Com- 
mon Council  confift  oifeven  Aldermen  and  as  many  affiitants; 
the  federalifts  axe  jive  to  tivo. 

Diitinguifhed  offices  were,  in  the  f.rft  place,  to  be  conferred 
upon  the  moil  unyielding  friends  cf  Mr.  Burr  as  pledges  of  a 
fincere  and  cordial  amity,  'ihe  following  is  a  minute  of  the. 
tranfactions  of  the  Common  Council,  before  the  election : 

"  The  Board  proceeded  to  ballet  for  a  Street-commiifioner. 
Upon  counting  the  votes,  Doctor  Jofeph  Browne  had  fix  votes, 
John  Santford  three  votes,  and  John  H.  Sickles  one  vote.  Dr. 
Jofeph  Browne  was  thereupon  appointed  Street-commiffionery 

This  was  the  firft  office  bellowed  upon  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Burr  by  the  *'  Board  j"  and  although  we  cannot  compliment 
their  fuperior  wifdom  in  all  things,  yet  in  this  they  exhibited 
acute  difcernment.  Doclor  Jofeph  Browne  is  related  by  marri- 
age to  Mr.  Burr,  who  had  aheady  obtained  for  him  the  fuper- 
intendency  of  the  Manhattan  water-works.  It  was  not  there- 
fore unknown  to  the  "Board"  that  the  appointment  would,  in 
every  refpect,  be  a  very  acceptable  one  to  the  Vice-Prefident, 
whofe  good  graces  Doctor  Jofeph  Browne  has  uniformly  court- 
ed with  all  the  fervility  of  an  K after n  Have.  Mr.  Browne's  fa- 
lary  is  fuppofed  to  amount  to  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum 
— a  very  pretty  compliment  paid  him  by  the  "  Board,"  and  for 
which  much  zeal  in  favour  of  the  federal  ticket  at  the  then 
coming  election  was  due,  and  which  you  will  bye  and  bye  fee 
was  no  little.f 

F 
*  Vide  General  Hamilton'**  harangue  at  the  Federal  Electioneering 
Meeting. 

\  The  "  Board"  were  pleafed  to  appoint  the  editor  cf  the  Ame- 
rican Citizen  one  of  the  printers  of  their  laws.    The  contract  wa» 
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You  will  perceive  in  the  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the 
"Board,"  tint  John  Santford  had  three  votes  for  the  office  of 
Street-comrm [[toner.  Mr.  Santford  is  a  diftinguifhed  partizan 
of  the  Vice-Prefident.  Mr.  Sickles,  alfo  mentioned  in  the  fame 
minute,  had  only  one  vote.  He  is  zfederaltft9  and  as  the  ap- 
pointment was  made  to  conciliate  the  affections  of  the  friends 
of  the  Vice  Prefident  to  the  federal  party,  Mr.  Sickles,  who 
was  already  one  of  them,  could  hardly  expe£t  to  be  gratified — 
it  is  fometimes  necefT.try  to  make  a  fmall  facrifice  to  the  general 
welfare! 

Mr.  (commonly  called  Captain}  Santford  who  unites  with  2.  found. 
judgment  all  the  charms  of  rhetoric,  had  been  too  accommoda- 
ting to  Mr.  Burr  to  be  neglected  by  the    "Board."     His   fon 
read  law  with  the  Vice-Prefident,  and  he -had  himfelf  been  one 
of  his  never-failing  attendants.* 

made  for  a  year  and  ihe  compenfation  was  to  be  ^50.  When  three 
months  of  that  period,  however,  had  elapfed,  and  about  the  time 
when  they  conferred  on  Doctor  jfofeph  Browne  the  office  of  ftreet  com^ 
■mi/ftj/ier,  the  w  Board"  waspleafedto  rfcind their  refolution  author- 
iting  the  printing  of  their  laws  in  the  American  Citizen  !  I  am  not 
prepared  to  aequiefcein  the  doctrine  that  maintains  that  corpora- 
tions rire  Jacred\  but  this  I  may  be  allowed  to  declare  that  in  that 
wanton  violation  of  contract  there  was  nothing  either  kly  or  juji* 
That  it  was  good,  policy  I  have  no  doubt.;  for  there  was  an  incom- 
patibility be.ween  conferring  offices  on  the  partizans  of  Mr.  Burr, 
and  at  the  fame  time  employing  the  editor  of  the  American  Citizen 
vas  printer  of  '^the  miferable  fcraps  of  the  "  Board!"  The  policy  of 
the  meafure  is  alfo  confj  icuous  in  another  point  of  view.  The  re- 
fcincling  refolution  contained  a  claufe  authorising  the  printing  of  the 
ordinances  of  the  M  Board"  in  the  Morning  Chronicle;  fo  that  in 
every  refpect  it  was  politic  ;  in  the  latter  it  was  exchanging  a  prin- 
ter not  altogether  friendly  to  Mr.  Burr,  for  one  whom  he  had  "  fet 
up  in  trade."  It  was  a  i'reffi  pledge  of  their  amity  to  thofe  whofe 
affi'tance  the/  craved. 

I  do  not,  I  aiTure  you,  blame  the  patriotic  Board  for  parting  the 
refolution  ;  for  as  it  is  unufual  with  the  federal  party,  -whenever  or 
wherever  they  have  power,  to  appoint  a  republican  to  office,  fo  had 
51  the  appointing  faculty  of  the  flate  and  general  governments  at 
command,  few  of  them  fhould  be  troubled  with  the  toil  and  care  of 
incumbents.  In  this,  and  in -this  only,  would  I  follow  their  exam- 
ple?; and  I  regret,  and  it  will  be  well  if  the  republican  party  will  not 
have  to  lament,  that  it  is  not  more  adhered  to  I  have  contrafted 
'this  "  turning  adrift,"  of  a  "  jacobin"  printer  with  the  appointment 
«of  Dr.  Browne  with  a  view  of  exhibiting  more  plainly  the  motives 
•01  the  federal  members  for  doing  both. 

*  in  June,    1802,    Mr.  Duane  vifited  the  city   of  New  Yoik. 
While  here,  Mr.  Van  Nefs*  Mr,  Sv.artwout,  and  Mr.  Davis  were 
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There  was  another  reafon  in  favour  of  Captain  Santford;  one  : 
that  had  no   trivial  weight  with  the    "Board.''     He  had  beea- 
difappointed  in  his  expectations  of  an  office  from  the  State  go- 
vernment^ and  few  men  have  fortitude  enough  to  fmile  at  dif- 
appointments,  efpecially  thofeof  fo  delicate  a  nature  !    Captain 
Santford  had,  iu  common  with   others,  this  human  infirmity. 
"When  his  wiihes  were  not  gratified  by  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, he  very  naturally  became  foured,  as  mod  men  would,  and 
in    proportion  as  the  acid    temper   increafed  he  united  more 
clofely  with  Mr.  Burr,  who  in  all  fuch  cafes  was  exceedingly 
companionate !. 

Thus  then  the  «  Board"  had  a  fine  opportunity  of  conferring, 
indeed,  a  very  diftinguifhed  and  acceptable  favour  on  Captain 
Santford, 

Nor  were  they  wanting  in  duty.  A  fplendid  City-Hall  was 
to  be  built.  This  created  a  very  handfome  office,  and  Captain 
Santford  was  carefully  appointed  to  fill  it. 

The  Hall  will  be  to  the  city  an  ufeful  aad  ornamental  build- 
ing. It  will  employ  many  labourers,  efpecially  caemen,  of 
whom  Captain  Santford  was  appointed,  by  a  federal  committee 
of  the  «  Board,'r  fuperintendant.  The  falary  is  faid  to  be  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars  per  annum — a  very  mug  office,  one  that 
will  no  doubt  make  the  old  gentleman  quite  comfortable. 

There  was  a  third  office  in  the  gift  of  the  beneficent  and  fa- 
gacious  "Board."  This,  as  well  as  that  of  Captain  Santford, 
was  of  no  inconfiderable  importance  with  regard  to  the  views 
of  the  federal  and  Burr  parties. .  A  night  watch  was  inftitutcd 
in  the  fixth  ward,  and  Mr.  Charles  Van  Norden,  once  an  influ- 
ential inhabitant  of  that  ward,  and  always  a  very  convenient 
friend  of  the  Vice-Prefident,  was  appointed  Captain.  Mr, 
Van  Norden  had  before  held  an  office.  Mr.  Burr  obtained  for 
Mr.  Swartwout  the  office  of  Marfhal,  and  Mr.  Swartwout  made  : 
Mr.  Van  Norden  his  deputy  I. 

uncommonly  anxious  to  invite  him  to  breakfaft.  Davi*  at  length 
fucceeded  and  his  houfe  was  the  placeappointed..  It  was  not  known, 
however,  to  the  editor  that  the  Swartwouts,  &c.  were  to  breakfaft 
with  him.  Mr.  Duane  afterwards  found  it  necrffar/  to  publiih  a 
itatement  of  this  famous  Ireakfajl,. in  which  he  wittily  remarks  that 
Van  Nefs,  and  Santford,  and  Swartwout,  &Ci  dropped  in  by  accident!:. 
Capt.  Santford  is-ihe  goodold  man  alluded  to  in  the  publication. 

■)•  He  fought  the  office  ol  com mijfiuner  of  health,  but  not  being  a, 
frofcjponal  man,  the-council  of  appointment  werejuftly  of  opinion, 
that  they  couid  not,  confiitendy  with  their  duty,  gratify  his  expec? 
tadons. 
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In  th-  choice  of  thefe  officers  the  "  Board"  difplayed  diftin- 
guifhed  wifdom,  particularly  in  refpect  to  the  two  latter.  The 
office  of  Street-commiffioner  conferred  on  Dr.  Browne  was 
doubtlefs  agreeable  to  his  relation  Mr.  Burr,  but  it  is  unaccom- 
panied with  that  immenfe  influence  infeparable  from  the  two 
others. 

With  few  exceptions  the  carmen  of  New-York  are  Repub* 
lie  am.  It  was  therefore  elTential  to  give  to  a  partizan  of  Air. 
Burr  a  commanding  ftation  over  them.  This,  with  great  dif- 
cernment,  was  confided  to  Captain  Santford,  who  was  veiled 
with  the  power  of  employing  whom  he  pieafed  ! 

The  captaincy  of  the  watch,  judkioujly  gi*  en  to  Mr.  Van 
Norden,  although  in  fome  refpeits  of  inferior,  was  in  others  of 
much  greater  moment.  Thejixfh  ward,  with  but  few  excepti- 
ons, was  fuppofed  by  his  friends  to  be  inviolably  attached  to 
Mr.  Burr.  This  ward  has  always  been  pre-eminently  diftin- 
guifhed  for  its  zeal  in  the  Republican  caufe,  and  has  generally 
given  majorities  that  have  more  than  counterbalanced  thole  of 
the  federal  diflridts  of  the  city.  It  was  elTential  therefore  to  pre- 
fervethis  important  ward,  as  it  was  imagined,  in  the  intereft  of  Mr. 
Burr,  and  with  this  viewPvir.  Van  Norden  was  appointed,  by  the 
federal  Board,  Captain  of  the  Night  Watch.  The  appoint- 
ment was  made  in  March,  one  month  previous  to  the  election. 

Thus  circumftanced  the  federal  and  Burr  parties  entertained 
the  moft  fanguine  expectations  of  fuccefs ;  they  deemed  it  im- 
poffible  that,  with  judicious  management,  they  could  fail. 
They  joyed  in  the  expected  defeat  of  the  Republicans,  and  they 
were  not  wanting  in  exertions  to  accomplifh  it. 

A  principal  mean  employed,  a  few  days  before  the  election 
commenced,  was  the  daily  publication  in  the  Morning  Chroni- 
cle of  inflammatory  appeals  to  the  people  on  the  fubject  of 
Mr.  Burr.  In  thefe  there  was  no  manifeitation  even  of  a  defire 
to  examine  the  accufations  alleged  againft  the  Vice-Prefident. 
They  were  publtmed  to  whet  the  refentment  of  his  friends  a- 
gainft  his  opponents,  and  to  excite  them  to  the  utmoft  exerti- 
ons in  oppofition  to  the  Republican  candidates.  The  object  of 
the  publications  was  to  defeat  our  election,  and  a  momentary 
increafe  of  diyifion  in  the  Republican  party  was  viewed  as  a 
fure  means  of  effecting  it. 

Hence  the  artful  and  infidious  publications  commenced  a  little 
preceding,  were  continued  even  during  the  election.  And  in  this 
nefarious  fcheme  to  "  divide  and  conquer,"  Mr.  Coleman,  at- 
tentive to  the  part  allotted  him,  acted  in  unifon  with  ;\>r.  Ir- 
ving.    The  latter,  in  great  warmth,  declared  every  morning  in 
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lils  paper,  that  the  friends  of  the  Vice  Prefident  had  been  roof! 
wantonly  and  fhamefully  traduced,  and  in  plain  .terms  infinua- 
ted  that  the  time  was  approaching  when  it  would  not  only  be 
proper  but  necefTary  to  exhibit  their  refentment!  Mr.  Cole- 
man, cordially  deteiting  even  indecorous  publications,  and  ever 
alive  to  the  injuries  of  the  innocent,  fympathized  with  the  cru- 
elly abufed  friends  of  the  Vice-Prefident,  commended  the  fpirit 
and  patriotifm  of  Mr.  Irving  in  reprobating  with  a  juft  and 
virtuous  indignation  the  "infolence  of  the  Clintonians,"  and 
gave  it  candidly  as  his  opinion  that  if  fought,  relief  was  at 
hand  ! 

jl  hefe  artifices  were  well  underflood  by  the  Republican  party, 
and  only  tended  to  unite  and  invigorate  them  to  oppofe  the  pal- 
pable fcheme. 

But  notwithstanding  thefe  ftrong  fymptoms  of  union  be- 
tween the  two  parties  holtile  to  the  Republican  caufe,  the 
friends  of  Mr.  1'urr,  perhaps  to  a  man,*  were  feen  in  the  meeting 
called  to  nominate  a  fenator  to  reprefent  the  Southern  Diftricx 
in  the  Senate  of  the  ftate.  AfTembled  with  a  view  to  di(lra£t 
the  Republican  party,  they  oppofed  the  nomination  of  John 
Broome,  JD'fq.  the  Republican  candidate,  and  nominated  in  op- 
pofition  to  him  a  man  obnoxious  to  every  intelligent  and  up- 
right citizen.  On  a  divifion,  the  friends  of  the  Vice  Prefi- 
dent, confining  of  Mr.  Swartwout,  marihal,  and  his  two  bro- 
thers j  Mr.  Van  Nefs ;  two  of  the  Irvings,  brothers  to  the  editor; 
Mr.  Davis,  >.r.  Timothy  Green,|  Mr.  Verveeler,  a  cujlom houfe 
officer,  Mr.  Van  Norden,  Captain  of  the  Night  Watch,  Captain 
Santford,  S  ■  perintendant  oj  Carmen,  and  in  fhort  every  parlizan 
that  could  be  muttered,  appeared  as  one  to  fifteen.  They 
were  therefore  defeated.  Mr.  Broome  was  nominated  and  af- 
terwards elected. 

Immediately  after  the  divifion  on  the  nomination  of  Mr: 
Broome,  the  adherents  of  Mr.  Burr  retired,  privately,  to  the 
houfe  of  William  P.  Van  Nefs,  where  confutation  was  had 
and  it  was  agreed  that  a  meeting  of  the  mechanics  of  the  city, 
without  diitin&ion  as  to  politics,  ihould  be  called  to  reject  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Broome. 

Accoraingly  an  advertifement  appeared  in  the  daily  prints 
calling  a  meeting  of  the  Mechanics  on  "  bufinefs  which  mate- 
rially concerned  their  intereft." 

The  views  with  which  this  meeting  was  called,  were  ex- 

*  Every  one  in  the  city  known  to  myfe'f  was  at  the  meeting,  with 
the  exception  only  of  Mr.  Irving,  the  editor. 
f  Commonly  culled  Tims  Green. 
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plained  in  the  American  Citizen,  and  the  republican  mecha- 
nics at  large,  'fully  fenfible  of  the  nature  of  the  intrigue,  con- 
vened to  exprefs  their  difapprobation  of  it. 

In  unifon  with  the  defign  of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Burr,  great 
numbers  of  federal  mechanics  aflembled. 

As  the  meeting  held  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Van  Nefs  was  a 
fecret  one,  fo  no  name  appeared  to  the  advertisement  conven- 
ing the  mechanics- 

When  aflembled  the  firft  enquiry  made  was,  who  called  the 
meeting?  To  this,  no  anfwer  was  given.  Indignation  was 
feen  in  every  republican  face,  and  although  Mr.  Davis  and  Mr. 
Cornelius  Crygier  were,  by  the  fecret  meeting  held  at  Mr. 
Van  Nefs's,  deputed  to  call,  and  did  actually  call  it,  yet  they 
deemed  it  prudent,  notwithstanding  they  were  prefent  when 
the  enquiry  was  made,  not  to  avow  the  act. 

The  citizens  aflembled  were  then  informed  that  Mr.  Cor- 
nelius Crygier  left  the  advertifement  at  the  office  of  the  Ameri- 
can Citizen.  This  he  neither  denied  nor  afhrmed,  but  feemed 
much  confufed. 

I  fhall  not  attempt  to  defcribe  the  feelings  of  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Burr  and  the  federalifts  aflembled,  when  they  beheld  three 
or  four  hundred  republican  mechanics  in  the  meeting,  deter- 
mined to  negative  whatever  they  mould  propofe.  Mathew  and 
Cornelius  will  never  forget  the  fweating  they  experienced. 

At  length  a  chairman  was  appointed,  and  the  nomination 
of  Mr.  Broome  oppofed  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Burr.  'J  he 
oppofition  however  was  of  no  avail  j  the  nomination  was  con- 
firmed by  at  lead:  30  to  1. 

Although  this  meeting  was  a  death-blow  to  their  hopes,  yet 
the  adherents  of  Mr.  Burr  relaxed  not  their  efforts  to  defeat 
our  election. 

Failing  in  the  firft  inftance  to  diffract  the  republicans  by  en- 
deavouring to  negative  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Broome,  moft  of 
the  partisans  of  Mr.  Burr  abitained  from  attending  the  fubfe- 
quent  meeting  convened  to  felect  perfons  to  reprelent  the  city 
of  New-York  in  the  AfTembly  of  the  ftate.  Thofe  prefent^ 
finding  that  oppofition  would  be  unavailing,  remained  filent. 
'I he  nomination  for  the  .AfTembly,  confiding  of  the  names  of 
gentlemen  warmly  oppofed  to  Mr.  Burr,  was  confirmed  without 
a  diflenting  voice. 

To  aid  the  election  of  the  federal  party  recourfe  was  now 
had  to  oilier  means. 

On  Saturday  .April  23d,  three  days  only  before  the  election 
begin,  when  walking  up   Pine-itreet,*  I  faw   Mr.  "William  P; 

*  Where  the  cfTiccs  of  the  Morning  Chronicle  and  Evening  Poft  theo 
were. 
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Van  Nefs,  a  little  before  me,  coming  out  of  the  office  of  the 
Morning  Chronicle.  He  went  up  the  ftreet,  and,  but  a  few  yards 
behind  him,  and  on  the  fame  fide,  I  continued  my  walk  the  fame 
•way.  When  he  came  to  the  office  of  the  Evening  PoJli  he  walk- 
ed in,  and  jufl  as  I  puffed  the  door  I  heard  him  enquire  for 
c<Mr.  Coleman,"  who  he  was  told  was  in  the  back-roim.  This 
was  a  little  after  12  o'clock.  The  Evening  Poll,  iflued  about  3 
hours  after  on  the  fame  dayy  contained  the  following  paragraph  : 
f*  The  Citizen  began  the  campaign  by  making  war,  barbarous 
bloody  war,  on  the  Little  Band.  Nothing  feemed  to  delight 
him  fo  much  as  to  reflect  on  the  tortures  which  he,  in  imagina- 
tion, was  daily  inflicting  •,  but  all  at  once  he  draws  in  his  fangs 
and  lies  as  quiet  as  an  adder  coiled  up  in  winter.  And  hereby 
hangs  a  tale  of  fome  moment,  which  we  (hall  have  it  in  our 
power  to  lay  before  our  readers  in  our  next." 

Evening  Poft,  April  23,  18.03. 
The  reader  will  judge  for  himfelf  whether  Mr.  Van  Nefs 
was  the  perfon  who  was  to  enable  Mr.  Coleman  to  "  lay  before 
his  readers  in  his  next  paper  the  tale  of  fome  moment;"  but  that  he 
communicated  to  him  the  information  on  which  the  above 
paragraph  quoted  from  the  Poft  is  predicated,  I  have  no  doubt. 
Nor  will  it  be  readily  denied  that  the  plan  was  perfected,  if  it 
did  not  originate,  in  the  office  of  the  Morning  Chronicle,  and 
that  Mr.  Van  Nefs  left  this  office  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Cole- 
man that  plan. 

Such  then  being  the  evidence  of  concert  between  the  Morn- 
ing Chronicle  and  the  Evening  Poft,  let  us  attend  to  this 
"  tale  of  fome  moment."     It  is  as  follows. 

"  The  Editor  of  the  Evening  Poft  is  requefted  by  one  who 
(lands  ready  to  fupport  the  facts,  to  give  place  to  the  following 
narration. 

"  On  Wednefday  the  I3thinft.  as  Mr.  William  Duftan  was 
paffing  through  Frankfort-ftreet  he  was  accofted  by  John  P. 
Anthony,  who  after  fome  converfation  declared  that  he  was 
now  ready  to  prove  that  Col.  Burr  was  guilty  of  the  charges 
which  had  been  brought  againft  him  in  the  Citizen  of  having 
intrigued  for  the  Prefidency,  and  that  he  could  do  it  by  means 
of  a  letter  from  Edward  Livingston ,  Efq.  to  Mr.  CheetharrW 
which  faid  letter,  clearly  eftablifhing  that  fact,  was  then  in 
pofleflion  of  faid  Cheetham. — Mr.  Duftan  exprefTed  a  wifh  to 
fee  the  letter  and  went  down  for  that  purpofe  to  Cheetham, 
who  promifed  to  {hew  it  to  him  on  the  next  evening  at  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Committee  at  Marking's. — Mr.  Duftan 
went  there  the  next  evening  accordingly,  but  fome  difficulties 
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were  ftarted  and  after  much  ceremony,  Meflrs.  Anthony,  Cheet- 
ham and  Duftan  were  clofeted  together.  Here  Cheetham  pull- 
ed a  letter  out  of  his  pocket  which  he  dated  to  them  was  the 
copy  of  the  letter  written  by  Mr  E.  Livingston ;  Mr.  Duftan 
very  juftly  obferved  that  he  did  not  come  to  fee  the  copy  of  a 
letter,  but  the  original.— Cheetham  then  remarked  that  it  was 
a  true  copy,  and  read  over  a  certificate  annexed  hereto,  purport- 
ing that  it  was  fo,  which  certificate  was  figned  with  the  initials 
R.  R. — P.  A. — and  A.  C.  V.  S. — Mr.  Duftan  then  enquired 
•who  the  initials  meant,  when  Cheetham  declared  the  ift  meant 
Richard  Riker — the  2d  Dr.  P.  Anderfon,  and  the  third  Mr. 
Van  Slyckt 

"  The  next  day  Mr.  Dujlan  met  Mr.  Riker  and  afked  him  if 
he  ever  had  feena  letter  from  Edward  Livingston  to  Mr.  Cheet- 
ham or  figned  a  cer  ificate  that  he  had  ?  Mr.  Riktr  declared  upon 
his  honor  that  he  had  not,  nor  had  he  ever  feen  it.  Mr.  Duftan 
then  explained  his  reafons  for  afking  thofe  queftions,  on  which 
Jvlr.  Riker  faid  he  had  inadvertently  committed  himfelf  to  Mr. 
Dujian,  for  which  he  was  very  forry,  but  begged  that  he  would 
not  divulge  the  bufinefs^  or  words  to  that  efFedt."* 

*  With  regard  to  myfelf  the  fails  ftated  in  the  text,  are  not  materia'?] 
incorrect.  Mr.  Anthony  cahed  on  me  and  remaiked  that  he  had  under- 
wood I  had  the  certificate  mentioned  ;  I  told  him  I  had.  He  faid  that 
being  fatisfied  himfcif  in  refpe<fr  to  Mr.  Burr,  he  had  no  curiofity  fo  fee 
it ;  but  he  had  a  friend  who  aff>  c"ted  to  have  conlcientious  doubts,  and 
he  was  furefrom  what  he  had  heard  of  the  contents  of  the  certificate, 
that  a  fight  of  it  would  convince  him.  He  then  afked  whether  he  might 
be  permitted  to  read  it  ?  Although  the  certificate  was  given  to  me  for 
publication,  and  of  courfe,  free  from  injunctions  of  fecrecy,  yet  out  of 
oclicacy  to  the  gentleman  whn  gave  it,  I  hefitated  before  I  anfwered  yes. 

The  following  morning  Mr.  Anthony,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Duf- 
tan, called  at  my  office  and  obferved  that  Mr.  Duftan  was  the  perfon 
who  wifhed  to  fee  the  certificate.  Perfuaded  that  Mr.  Dufton  was  a 
peiTon  more  difunguifhed  for  ftubbornneis  than  reflection,  and  knowing 
that  he  had  made  ufe  of  very  illiberal  and  vulgar  remarks  refpecting  thofe 
who  from  the  belt  motives  and  pofi*lfled  of  the  moft  fat isfadtory  evi- 
dence hid  oppofed  Mr.  Burr,  Itold  Mr.  Anthony  that  I  had  no  defire 
to  exchange  a  fingle  word  with  Mr.  Duftan.  However,  to  oblige  Mr. 
Anthony  I  remarked  that  I  wou'd  fee  them  both  that  evening  at  'Mr, 
'Marking's  where  the  Committee  of  Nomination  met,  and  would  there, 
alone,  ihew  Mr.  Duftan  the  certificate  I  had. 

I  I  accordingly  met  them,  and  we  retired  into  a  room  by  ourfelves.  I 
produced  the  certificate,  mentioning  at  the  fame  time  to  Mr.  Duftan 
that  it  was  not  the  original  received  from  Edward  Livingfton,  Efq.  but  a 
trsnfcript  of  it.  Mr  Duftan,  with  appa'ent  pleafure  remarked,  that  he 
wanted  to  fee  the  oi'g'n'/,  not  the  copy-  To  this  it  was  replied  that  in 
fact  it  was  the  fame  as  the  original,  fince  it  had  been  collated  with  it  by 
'J.iee  gentlemen  of  diftinguifhed  reputation,  and  certified  hy  them  to  be 
comet.    He  afkwd  who  they  were  I    He  was  anlwered,  Mr.  Riker,  the 
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This  extract,  which  appeared  in  the  Evening  Poft  the  day 

preceding  the  commencement  of  the  election,  was    publilhei 

dnonimrujlj  ;  but  on  the  fecond  day  of  the  election  there  was 

Hiferted  in  the  fame  paper  an  affidavit  figned  William  Difiati\ 

containing  the  principal  fa&S  fet  forth  in  the  extract. 

This  affidavit,  written,  as  I  am  informed  Duftan\  has  fmcc 

afiHant  Attorney  G-neral,  Mr.  Lawrence,  a  Juftice  of  one  of  our 
Courts,  and  D oclor  Peeler  Anderfon,  He  acknowledged  that  thefe  \\  e>e 
gentlemen  of  ummpeached  voracity,  but  ftdl  he  wanted  to  fee  the  or>  - 
ght>ii ;  he  won  d  not  look  at  the  cowy  !  Mr.  Anthony  fmiied,  but  Mr. 
Dalian  perfevered  in  rcf.,:;  ig  to  fee  the  certificate  ;  he  was  determine  d 
not  to  ^>e  convinced,  and  he  retired,  pie-fed  with  neRfing  his  errors  ! 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Hiker,  I  am  connYiyuf,  J  am  authorized  to  ftarej 
that  the  remark.,  of  Outran  are,  in  every  material  item,  unfounded.  It 
i8  hardly  within  the  compafs  of  poffibihty  for  an  honorable  man,  one  m£ 
ftrtct  integrity,"  to  have  acted  the  part  afcribed  to  Mr.  Riker  ;  and 
thofe  who  know  this  gentleman  will  place  but  little  if  any  faith  e- 
ven  in  the  affidavit  of  Duftan. 

Duftan  fays  he  "met  Mr.  Riker  and  afked  him  if  he  had  ever  feeri 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Livingftoh  to  Mr.  Cheetham,  then  'n  his  pejfcjib :  ,* 
pr  figned  a  certificate  that  he  had  ?  To  which  Mr.  Riker  dec  ai  cd,  upon 
his  honor,  tnat  he  had  not,  nor  had  he  ever  fcen  it.  It  is  added,  that 
Mr.  Rikerremarfeed  that  he  ha  1  inadvertently  committed  himfelf,  but 
begged  that  Duftan  would  opt  divulge  the  bulineiqj  or  words  to  tbute'f- 
jiet."  ■  '  : 

The  fatfs  are  fimply  thefe  :  Duftan  met  Mr.  Riker  in  the  City  Ha!!, 
and  afked  h;m  "Have  you  feen  a  letter  which  the  editor  of  the  Citizen 
has  in  his  pqffejjion  from  t^»e  Mayor,  refpecti'rtg  the  yice-Prefident,  and 
which  it  is  laid  proves  him  guilty  of  negotiating  with  a  gentleman  ot" 
the  federal  party  ?"  To  which  Mr.  Hiker  very  properly  knfwefedj No. 
Mr.  Riker  knew  that  the  original  certificate,  to  an  accurate  trapfcript 
of  which  he  had  affixed  the  initials  of  liis  name,  was  returned  many 
raje-is  bifyre  to  M.\  lyvingfton.  To  the  question,  therefore,  **Have 
you  feen  a  Utter  which  Mr.  Cheetham  has  ia  his  pffiJfi.on,"  Sec  Mr. 
Riker  couM  not  but  anfwer  wo.  For  he  knew  not  that  I  had  etf-th^t 
time  a  letter  in  m/  puifefn  >n,  and  in  fadt  I  had  not,  nor  had  I  ever 
the  letter  %  it  was  merely  a  certificate^  and  that  certificate  not  then  m  my 
foffion. 

Mr.  Riker  made  not  a  fng'e  remark  about  committing  b*mfelf\  he 
had  been  guilty  of  no  impropriety  3  no  error.  But  he  ftaied  thai  he 
had  feen  a  certificate  from  the  Mayor  addreiTed  to  Mr.  Cheetham  ;  that; 
to  a  cupy  ot  ii  he  had  affixed  thei  initials  Of  his  name,  but  that  rhtf 
frigin*l  had  been  long  Qncc  returned,.  Mr.  Riker  added  that  he  hail 
no  objection  to  mention  hs  conteMts  to  Mr.  Duftan  as  wdi  as  he  could 
from  memory,  out  he  did  not  wi>h  it  repeated,  as  it  might,  during 
the  election^  increafe  the  divjfibn  which  the  lederai  party  leaned  du- 
pofed  to  foment-  From  thefe  facts,  Duftan,  Mr-  Tan  Nels,  and  Mr. 
Coleman  made  out  the  text. 

-|- Duftan  is  a  very  illiterate  man,  and  in  all  probability  was  made  a 
toot  of  m  thisfhameful  t  ran  fad  ion. 

*  See  Duitau's  affidavit. 
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declared,  by  Mr.  Van  Nefs,  was  publifhed  in  the  Evening  Port 
accompanied  with  editorial  remarks  of  the  mod  acrimonious 
and  libellous  nature.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Burr  were  told  that  I 
had  been  guilty  of  forgery  for  the  purpofe  of  deceiving  them, 
and  they  v/ere  called  upon  to  refent,  in  a  becoming  manner,  fo  a- 
trocious  an  act.  ! 

It  was  not  enough  to  circulate  this  filly  frory  in  all  the  fede- 
ral prints  in  the  city.  Hand-billsof  it  were  ivTued  from  the 
prefs  of  the  Evening  Pif>  and  difieminated  at  the  Polls  ! 

To  corroborate  this  accufation  of  forgery,  with  feeming  feri- 
oufnefs  preferred  in  the  Evening  Poft.,  and  excite  the  wifhed- 
for  oppofition  to  the  election  of  the  Republican  candidates, 
Mr-  Irving  published,  during  the  election,  the  following  certi- 
ficate : 

«  New-Torh,  July  27,*  1802. 
«  Sir, 

<c  In  confequence  of  certain  infmuations  lately  circulated,  I 
think  it  proper  to  declare,  that  you  did  not,  in  any  verbal  or 
written  communication  to  me,  during  the  late  prefidential  elec- 
tion, exprefs  any  fentiment  inconfiftent  with  thofe  contained 
in  your  letter  to  General  Smith,  which  was  publifhed,  or  evinc- 
ing any  defire  that  the  vote  of  the  ftate  {hould  be  transferred 
from  Mr.  Jefferion  to  yourfelf. 

**  I  am,  very  refpe&fully, 

*'  Your  moil  obedient  fervant, 

«  EDWARD  LIVINGSTON. 
«  The  Vice-Prefident  of  the  U.  S." 

That  this  certificate  was  publifhed  with  the  view  Hated  is 
abundantly  confirmed  by  the  paragraph  below,  which  appeared 
in  the' Morning  Chronicle,  April  25.  the  day  before  the  election. 

"  The  Editor  of  a  paper  in  this  cityf  has puHicly%  afTerted  in 
the  upper  wards  that  he  has  in  his  poffeffion  a  letter  (I  think 
from  the  Vice-Prefident  to  a  diftinguiflied  officer  in  this  city) 
which  proves  conclufively  the  charges  againft.  the  Vice-Prefi- 
dent. I  believe  it  to  be  a  villainous  falfehood  or  forgery ,  calcu- 
lated for  fome  bafe  purpofe,  and  call  upon  him  to  publifh  the 
letter  or  letters." 

It  was  fully  expected  by  Mr.  Irving  and  Mr.  Coleman  that 
the  publication  of  Dujlans  affidavit,  and  the  certificate  of  Mr. 
Edward  Livingfton,  which  I  fhall  prefently  notice,  would  com- 
plete their  willies.     It  was  hoped  and  believed  that  two  preiles, 

*  A  little  after  the  publication  of  the  "  Narrative,"  and  when  the 
author  was  engaged  in  compofing  the  "  View  of  Mr.  Burr's  political 
condudr." 

f  Meaning  myfelf.  J  This  is  not  true 
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thus  acting  in  concert  and  bearing  on  the  fame  delirate  point, 
would  produce,  at  that  critical  time,  a  momentary  effect  of  the 
moil  felicitous  kind.  The  mild  accafation  of  Jorgery  brought 
forward  in  the  Evening  Poll,  was  intended  to  reprefent  the  op- 
ponents of  Mr.  Burr  as  acting  a  mod  bafe  and  infidious  part 
to  effect  the  deftruction  of  an  innocent  and  exalted  character; 
and  the  opportune  publication  of  Mr.  Edward  Livingfton's  cer- 
tificate in  the  Morning  Chronicle  was  done  with  a  view  to 
evince,  fir  ft,  that  the  one  denominated  by  Mr.  Coleman  a  for- 
gery, was  really  fo,  and  this  on  the  prefumption  that  that  gen- 
tleman could  not  have  given  two  certificates  reouf  nant  to  each 
other;  and  fecondly,  that  Mr.  Livingfton's  certificate  effectually 
exculpated  the  Vice  Prefident  from  t\ic fimjler  and  odious  charges 
publicly  preferred  againft  him. 

From  the  eftabliihment  of  thefe  two  points  (and  it  was 
thought  the  publications  mentioned  were  fuificient  to  eftabliih 
them  J  it  would  follow  that  Mr.  Burr  was  a  mod  innocent  and 
injured  character,  and  his  opponents  moil  atrocious  fcoundrels^ 
and  chat  it  was  the  duty  of  the  electors  to  turn  inftantly  about 
and  avenge  themfelves  by  oppofmg  the  Republican  ticket ! 

In  the  hope  of  producing  this  event,  the  certificate,  like  Duf- 
tan's  affidavit,  was  immediately  (truck  off  in  hand-bills  and 
circulated  at  the  polls. 

The  certificate  was  publifhed  on  the  laft  day  of  the  election, 
when  it  was  fuppofed  by  the  Republicans  and  their  opponents 
that  the  adverfe  votes  given  in- were  nearly  equal.  It  was  not 
therefore  without  caufe  feemingly  flattering  that  it  was  con- 
cluded that  the  publication  of  the  certificate  on  that  day  would 
have  a  charming  effect. 

This  courfe  was,  in  all  probability,  determined  the  preceding 
evening,  when  a  private  meeting  was  held  at  the  houfe  of 
I  Captain  Santford,  Superintendent  of  Carmen ,  at  which  were  pre- 
fent,  Peter  Irving,  the  Editor,  John  Swartwout,  Mar/hal,  Me- 
laneton  Smith,  Auctioneer,  Alderman  Barker;  Cornelius  Cry- 
gier,  Paper  Maker  to  the  Morning  Chronicle,  Charles  Van  Nor- 
den,  captain  of  the  Night  Watch,  Mathew  L.  Davis,  Mr.  Burr's 
bofom  friend,  Dr.  Jofeph  Browne,  Sireet-commiffioner >  and  a  re- 
lation and  companion  of  Mr.  Burr;  and  feveral  of  minor  con- 
fequence  ! 

We  next  view  thefe  gentlemen  in  the  important  act  of  voting* 
In  what  follows  on  this  fubject  there  is  no  miltake  ;  no  error. 

Dr.  Jofeph  Browne,  who  always  affected  to  be  a  republican* 
and  on  wrum  the  "  Board"  conferred  the  office  of  "  Street- 
commijfioner?  voted  for  the  federal  ticket^  and  was  indefatigable 
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in  its  fupport.  There  are  many  Republicans  to  whom  he  offer- 
ed that  ticket  but  who  rejected  it  with  difdarrii,  No  partizart 
•was  ever  more  zealous  in  the  fupport  of  his  caufe, 

Captain  Santforci,  on  whom  the  beneficent  and  patriotic' 
«'  Board"  conferred  the  office  of  StfyennU.  ndant  of  Catmeti,  alfo 
voted  for  th&Jederal  ticket*,  but  with  the  {jh-cj}  of  motives ,  for 
he  faid  it  would  be  the  bell  thing  in  the  wcrid  for  the  Rtpnbli- 
cans  to  left'  the  election,      "  Good  old  man  !" 

Ezekiel  Robins,  whom  Mr.  Burr's  friends  nominated  for  the 
{late  fenate  in  opposition  to  John  Broome>  I  fq.  voted  fcr  the 
federal  ticket. 

I  am  not  fare  that  John  Swartwout,  m;?f:a!,  voted,  but  he 
certainly  laid  wagers,  agaiufb  the  fuccefs  of  the  Republican  tici 
ket ;  and  if  his  opinion,  on  which  he  chofe  to  hazard  bets,  be  a 
true  expofition  of  his  wifhes,  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  re-. 
Reeling  them. 

.  Cornelius  Crygier,  who  in  conjunction  with  V-athew  L.  Da- 
vis, convened  the  Mechanics,  without  diflincnon  as  tc  politics, 
to  reject  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Broome,  ufed  all  his  influence, 
and  fpared  no  exertions  to  defeat  the  fuccefs  of  the  Repubii  an 
candidates.  He  prevailed  upon  his  uncle,  a  very  refpe&able 
gentleman  of  upwards  of  70  years  of  age,  but  a  youth  in  Re- 
publican zeal,  not  to  vote.  The  venerable  old  man  hefitated 
much.,  but  after  a  loiig  converfation  Cornelius  perfuaded 
him  to  return  home  without  voting.  This  fcere  was  acted  on 
the  election-ground,  where  Mr.  Cornelius  Was  Rationed  to  dif- 
fuacle  perfons  from  voting  for  the  Republican  ticket. 

Melancton  Smith  attended  the  poJls,  where  he  induftriou'fi'y 
circulated  reports  calculated  to  diihearten  the  Republicans  and 
abate  their  zeal. 

Alderman  Barker,  and  a  Clerk  In  Chancery  of  the  name  of 
Smith,  purfued  the  fame  artful  ccurie. 

I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Irving,  the  Tditor,  voted  or  not- 
Commanding  an  important  Pod:,  lie  directed  hoftile  attacks 
from  it,  and  this  duty  was  fuilicient  for  one  man  to  attend  to  ! 

William  S.  Smith,  Surveyor  of  the  Liijloms,  a  particular 
friend  of  the  Vice-Prefident,  2nd  fon-in-iaw  to  Mr.  John 
Adams,  acted  in  unifon  with  the  reft  of  Mr.  Eurr'"s  friends. 
He  was  ccnitantly  with  the  molt  active  and  ardent  federaiiits 
during  the  election. 

Henry  "Verveeler,  a  cuffom-bmfe  cjpeer,  was  exceeded  by 
none  of  the  friends  of  the  Vice-Prefident  in  his  exertions  to 
defeat  our  fuccefs.  But  the  good  fenfe  and  patriotifm  of  the 
citizens  of  the  fixth  ward  role  fuperior  to  his  influence,  and 
the  mifchief  he  committed  was  not  equal  to  fu$>  wim.es. 
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Charles  Van  Norden,  captain  of  the  night-watch)  was  not 
unmindful  of  the  bounties  of  the  "  Board."  His  oppofition  to 
cur  efforts  a:  the  electioneering  meetings,  was  ardent,  and  at 
the  polls  he  was  both  diligent  and  active. 

Doclor  Hicks*  was  not  lacking  in  zeal  to  promote  the  elec- 
tion of  the  federal  party.  He  ihuck  off  from  the  ticket  of  their 
opponents  leveral  names,  and  fubftituted  in  their  Head  thofe  of 
federal  candidates  ;  placing  at  the  head  of  the  lift  a  few  of  the 
former,  to  deceive  citizens  who  had  known  him  zealous  in  ths 
republican  caufe.    , 

Doctor  James  Smith/;-  another  partkan  of  Mr.  Burr,  was 
one  of  the  moil  noify  eppofers  of  the  republican  party.  In  his 
youthful  days  he  had  fame  pretentions  to  eloquence;  but  he  is 
now  in  his  fyventh~age.  Doctor  Smith  was  once  warmly  op- 
pcfed  to  Mr.  Burr  •,  but  he  is  a  difappointed  perfon.  He  foli- 
cited  from  the  appointing  power  of  the  State  the  office  of  Refi- 
dent  Phfician  ;  but  his  expectations  were  not  realized,  and 
disappointment  caufed  him  to  feek  fnelter  under  the  wings  of 
the  Vice-Prefidcnt.  The  federal  party,  availing  themfelves  of 
the  natural  weaknefs  of  old  £ge,  excited  him  to  harangue  the 
citizens  at  the  polls  in  oppofition  to  the  republican  ticket. 
Hf  here  was  in  this  fomething  exceedingly  ungenerous.  His  in- 
firmities entitle  him,  at  leaft,  to  exemption  from  this  indeco- 
rous conduct. 

Mathew  L.  Davis  was.  as  ufual,  active.  He  ran  about  from 
poll  to  poll,  ridiculing  the  republican,  and  laying  wagers  that 
the  federal  party  would  fucceed. 

I  have  one  more  to  add  to  the  lift  of  active  electioneerers  in 
favour  of  the  federal  party  ',  I  mean  \  amuel  Winfhip,  a  butchery 
of  uncommonly  rude  deportment,  who  refides  in  the  feventh 
ward.  The  other  perfons  named  were  all  weft-known  partizans 
of  Mr.  Burr,  and  our  citizens  were  therefore  prepared  to  guard 
againft  their  machinations.  They  had  been  frequently  menti- 
oned in  the  American  Citizen  as  convpofing  the  greater  part  of 
Mr.  Burr's  active  friends  ;  and  although  the  publications  ad- 
verted to  have,  by  fome,  been  deemed  indecorous  on  the  plea  of 
pofonality,  yet  experience  has  proved  that  .they  have  had  a  be- 
neficial effect.  They  were  diitmguiflied,  and  on  this  account 
they  vsere  lefs  able  to  do  mifchief. 

*  The  lowed  of  emp'rics. 

t  A  brother  of  the  late  William  Sr^itb,  who,  in  confluence  of  hi* 
fidelity  to  theKiNG  during  the  Revolution}  was  appointed Cfcief.Juf- 

tk;e  of  Canada. 
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But  from  the  extreme  cbfcurity  of  his  character,  and  his 
confequent  inefficacy,  as  it  was  thought,  as  an  opponent,  Sa- 
muel Winfhip  had  not  been  publicly  announced  as  a  friend  of 
the  Vice-ir'refident.  It  was  known  that,  immediately  after  the 
Presidential  election,  Mr.  Burr  had  obtained  for  Mr  Daniel 
Ludlow,*  from  the  then  fecretary  of  the  navy,  the  appointment 
of  navy  agent;  and  the  fame  influence  that  procured  this  ap- 
pointment prevailed  on  the  navy  agent  to  purchafe  Beef,  &c. 
of  Samuel  Winfhip.  Hence  the  attachment  of  the  latter,  to 
the  Vice-Prefident  ! 

It  is  a  maxim  with  the  politician  as  well  as  with  the  mifer 
that  "  iiiterefl  begets  intereft;"  and  to  this  rule  the  wily  Mr. 
Burr  was  never  unmindful.  Winfhip  had  for  many  years  been 
a  diftinguifhed  elecTioneerer  in  the  feventh  ward,  in  the  repub- 
lican intereft;  and  this  ward  contains  more  votes  on  that  fide 
than  any  other  in  the  city*  The  name  of  Winfhip  was  fami- 
liar to  every  elector,  and  many  of  the  republican  voters  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  tickets  from  him  without  the 
leafl  fufpicion  of  deccpticus  practices.  A  butcher  fo  well 
known,  and  of  fo  much  fancied  importance  to  the  party,  might 
well  have  intereft  enough  with  -V'r.  Burr  to  procure  him  the 
office  of  beef-feller  to  the  navy  agent  ! 

Unknown  then,  generally,  to  the  republicans  of  the  feventh 
ward  as  the  warm  friend  of  the  Vice-Prefident,  Winfhip  had 
a  fine  opportunity,  during  the  election,  of  injuring  the  republi- 
can intereft. 

Neither  the  federal  nor  Burr  party  was  ignorant  of  this  advan- 
tage.   He  was  accordingly  courted  with  great  aflidiiity  by  both. 

On  the  eve  of  the  election  he  was  frequently  in  the  com- 
pany of  Mr.  Coleman,  but  oftener  in  that  of  the  other  advo- 
cates of  the  Vice  Prefident. 

After  the  oppofite  nominations  were  publifhedj  Winfhip  laid 
many  wagers  on  the  fuccefs  of  the  federal  ticket,  In  thefe 
there  was  no  credit  given ;  he  had  caih  at  command,  and  he 
would  therefore  trufl  no  one. 

With  a  friend  of  mine  he  laid  a  wager  of  fifty  dollars  that 
the  federal  ticket  would  fucceed,  and  the  money  was  accord- 
ingly flaked.  Winfhip  offered  to  bet  fifty  more.  The  wager 
was  accepted,  but  my  friend  had  not  a  fecond  fifty  in  his  poc- 
ket; and  although  he  was  known  to  Winfhip  as  a  gentleman  of 

*  Mr.  Jefivrfrn  has  cf'tn  been  blamed  in  the  federal  prints  for  this 
appointment.  Tfiofe  who  hive  thjis  caufelefsly  cenfured  the  Picfidcritf 
know,  or  ou?ht  to  kow,  that  navy  agents  are  appointed,  not  by  the 
executive  Lut  by  the  fecretary  of  the  navy. 
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independent  fortune  and  unfullied  reputation,  yet  fo  much  mo- 
ney had  he  for  the  moment  that  he  would  neither  give  nor  take 
credit. 

The  election  commenced,  and  Winfhip  for  one  or  two  days 
before  his  infidious  conducT  was  difcovered,  handed  to  republi- 
cans, who  fuipe&ed  him  not,  federal  for  republican  tickets,  and 
they  were  accordingly  voted. 

Several  Republican  farmers  came  down  from  Haerlem  to 
vote,  and  knowing  Winfhip,  but  not  fufpecting  him  of  conduct  fo 
treacherous,  received  from  him  federal  tickets  and  depofited 
them  in  the  Ballot-box,  under  an  impremon  that  they  contain- 
ed the  names  of  the  republican  candidates. 

We  neverthelefs  gained,  by  a  majority  of  six  hu.tdreb 
votes,  the  election  which  terminated  on  Friday.  The  follow- 
ing day  my  friend  waited  on  Winfhip  at  his  flail  in  the  market 
for  the  fifty  dollars  he  had  won,  when,  mortified  at  our  fuccefs 
in  the  prefencc  and  hearing  of  feveral  neighbouring  but- 
chers and  others,  he  fwore  that  he  did  not  care,  for  that  "  Mr. 
Coleman  had  put  the  money  in  his  hands  to  bet"  !  t 

This  fact,  bluntly  and  openiy  "  proclaimed  in  the  market- 
place" by  this  vicious  and  ignorant  man,  beggars  all  comment. 
It  fhews  completely  the  union  between  the  two  parties,  and  the 
inlidious  efforts  employed  to  defeat  the  election  of  the  republi- 
can candidates. 

Where  did  the  money  come  from  ?  Whence  was  it  obtain- 
ed ?  Where  is  the  editor  competent  of  himfelf  to  put  into  the 
hands  of  fuch  a  man,  and  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  hundreds  of  dol- 
lars ?  Without  infringing  the  laws  of  decorum  I  may,  on  this 
very  extraordinary  occafion,  be  allowed  to  fay,  that,  however 
competent  Mr.  Coleman  may  be  to  meet  his  engagements,  like 
other  editors,  he  has  nothing  to  fport  in  this  fingular  manner. 
It  is  beyond  a  doubt  that  if  the  money,  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Winfhip,  was  not  exclufivdy  raifed  by  a  few  leading  federal 
characters,  it  was  conjointly  by  them  and  the  friends  of  the 
Vice-Prefident — with  what  view  it  is  too  palpable  to  require 
a  fmgle  remark.  I  return  to  the  certificate  of  Mr.  Edward 
Livingfton. 

This  certificate  deflined,  in;the  opinion  of  the  deluded  and  in- 
fatuated partizans  of  Mr.  Burr,  to  acquit  him  of  a  molt  unpar- 
donable offence,  is  daLcd  "  July  27,  1802."  Mr.  Burr,  per- 
finally  applied  for  it,  and,  under  circumftances  of  a  very  deli- 
cate nature 3  and  of  which  I  am  not  ignorant,  it  was  accordingly 
given. 


{     5-    ) 

Being  given  to  Mr.  Burr  it  rnuft  have  remained  in  his  pof- 
Teflion  until  he  thought  proper  to  impart  it  to  a  friend  for  a 
particular  purpofe.  Mr.  Irving  published  it  in  the  Morning 
Chronicle  on  the  27th  of  April,  1S03,  near  one  year  after  its 
date,  and  he  at  the  fame  time  informed  us  that  "  the  original 
•was  in  hts  pcfftJJion.,y 

You  fee,  fir,  that  the  period  of  its  publication  was  that  of  our 
election,  and  that  then  between  the  federal  party  and  the  parti- 
zans  of  the  Vice-Prefident  a  moil  fubtle  and  exrenhve  fcheme 
had  been  devifed  and  adopted  to  defeat  our  fucceis.  Why  was 
this  critical  moment  embraced  for  its  publication  in  preference 
to  the  countlefs  opportunities  that  had  preceded  it  ?  Why,  at  die 
very  moment  when  queftions  involving  ourdeareft  intereits  were 
to  be  decided  by  the  rational  and  tranquil  operation  of  voting, 
was  it  ufhered  into  the  world  ?  Does  "the  obvious  que- 
ry Hand  in  need  of  a  reply  ?  The  time  was  propitious  to  a  mo- 
mentary fhock,  and  if  the  tremulous  concuiTion  terminated  in 
favour  of  the  Vice-Pr.fident,  that  is,  in  the  victory  of  the  fede- 
ral party,  much  would  be  gained.  For  that  victory  (let  it  ne- 
ver be  forgotten)  was  ta  "  form  the  firrh  links  of  a  chain  that 
was  to  encircle  the  union."  It  was  therefore  neceilary  to  afTail 
the  paflions,  which  when  once  excited,  are  known  to  be  capa- 
ble of  incalculable  vibrations.  All  things  then  being  in  readi-, 
net's,  Mr.  Burr  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Irving  the  certificate  for 
publication,  and  the  time  was  thought  to  be  moil  wifely  chofen. 

There  is  no  poflibility  of  a  retreat  trom  this  imputation.  Let 
it  be  fuppofed  for  a  moment  that  the  certificate  was  publifhed 
with  the  laudable  view  of  exculpating  Mr.  Burr  from  charges  of 
a  very  feriou  nature?  Was  the  period  judicioufly  chofen? 
Was  there,  during  the  election,  fufheient  time  to  collate  it  with 
the  other  numerous  circumftances  appertaining  to  the  tranfac- 
tion  to  which  it  alludes,  and  to  decide  on  all  ?  Certainly  not. 
If  a  jult,  candid,  and  honorable  acquittal  had  been  the  fole  ob- 
ject of  its  publication  would  it  have  been  nearly  one  year 
concealed  from  the  public  eye  ?  It  was  laid  before  the  public 
at  that  critical  moment  to  distract  the  republican  party,  relax 
their  efforts,  mitigate  their  zeal,  and  thus  prepare  the  way  for 
the  fuccefs  of  their  opponents. 

With  regard  to  the  important  queftion — when  (hall  the  cer- 
tificate be  publifhed  ?  the  Vice-Prefident  muft  have  been  con- 
fulted  by  his  editor,  Mr.  Irving.  A  matter  of  fo  much  mo- 
ment, as  it  was  imagined,  would  hardly  be  confided  to  the 
fole  difcretion  of  inexperienced  politicians.  The  publication 
may,  then,  with  great  propriety,  be  faiu  to  be  the  act  of  the  Vice- 
Prefident.  ,. 
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And  what  does  the  certificate  import  ?  That  "  during  the 
late  prefidential  eledtion  Mr.  Burr  did  not  exprefs  to  Air.  Liv- 
iiigfton  any  fentiment  inconfiftent  with  thofe  contained  in  his 
letter  to  General  Samuel  Smith."* 

In  a  tranfa£tion  of  this  nature  freedom  of  difcufllon  is  fo  efti- 
mable,  fo  eflential  that  to  fhrink  from  ic  would  be  an  offence  of 
the  moft  unpardonable  kind. 

The  correspondence  of  MefFrs.  Irving  and  Ogden  furnifhes  a 
memorable  inftance  of  difingenuous  and  delufive  phrafeology. 
The  terms  of  it  were  fo  artful  a$  to  have  a  very  deceptive  effect 
until  a  proper  explanation  of  them  was  given.' 

It  may  therefore  be  neceilary  to  notice,  briefly,  the  phrafeoloy 
gy  of  V-r.  Livingfton's  certificate  given  to  the  Vice-Prefident 
in  July,  1802. 

And  here  the  words  "  during  the  late  prefidential  election" 
cannot  fail  of  attracting  attention,  What  portion  of  time  does 
the  term  "  during"  embrace?  If  it  be  intended  to  comprehend 
only  the  period  of  the  Jlruggle  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  then, 
although  admitted  to  be  Itriclly  true,  Mr.  Burr  'may,  neverthe- 
lefs,  previous  to  that  period ',  "  have  evinced  a  defire  to  have  the 
vote  of  the  itate  transferred  from  Mr.  Jeflerfon  to  himfelf  •,"  io 
that  under  cover  of  this  phrafe  there  is  great  latitude  for  a  dis- 
play of  ambiguity,  and  great  room  for  at  ieaft  a  fare  retreat. 

Let  it  be  conceded,  however,  that  by  the  ufe  of  this  term  of 
limitation  Mr.  Livingfton  meant  to  embrace  the  entire  period 
from  the  meeting  of  the  electors  to  the  ultimate  choice  of  Mr. 
JefTerfon  by  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives ;  it  then  remains  to 
notice,  according  to  this  liberal  conftrucVion,  the  import  of  the 
certificate. 

Mr.  Livingfton  fays  "  Mr.  Burr  did  not,  in  any  verbal  or  writ- 
ten communication  to  him,  during  the  late  prefidential  election, 
exprefs  any  fentiment  inconfiilent  with  thofe  contained  in  his 
letter  to  General  Smith." 

What  then  were  thofe  fenti /petit  s  P 

«*  It  is  highly  improbable,"  fays  Mr.  Burr,  "  that  I  fhali 
have  an  equal  number  of  votes  with  Mr.  Jefferfonjf  but  if  fuch. 
{hould  be  the  refult,  every  man  who  knows'me  ought  to  know, 
that  I  would  utterly  difelaim  all  competition.'^ 

H 

*  See  Mr.  Livingfton's  certificate,  page  jo. 

7  He  knew,  as  far  as  it  was  polfibie  to  know  when  he  penned  thefe 
words,  that  he  had  an  equal  number  of  voles  with  Mr.  Jcfl.rion.  S<e 
the  "  Fitsv"  from  p.  51,  to  p  57. 

t  For  Mr.  Burr's  letter   to   General  Smith,   fee  the  "  fUwg  R, 
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If  Mr.  Burr  never  exprefled  to  Mr.  Livingfton  fentimenrs  in- 
confiftent  with  thofe  contained  in  the  letter  to  General  Smith 
"  difcl  aiming  all  competition,"  it  will  be  allowed  that  as  far  as 
the  latter  is  concerned,  the  former  undoubtedly  ftands  acquitted. 
1  he  reader,  however,  will  do  well  to  guard  againft  incautioufly 
extending  this  qualified  conceflion  to  iV;r.  Burr's  conduct  gene- 
rally. 

But  was  it  ncceffary  for  Mr.  Burr,  in  an  affair  fo  delicate  and 
momentous,"  to  cxbrefs  to  Mr. -Livingfton  a  ivi/h,  either  verbal 
or  written,  that  he  would  relinqwfh  Mr.  JefLrfon  and  vote  for 
himfelf  as  Prefident?  With  regard  to  all  the  points  for  which 
we  have  contended,  and  do  now  contend.,  this  frank  and  une- 
quivocal mode  of  conduct  was  certainly  as  unnecefTary  as  it 
would  have  been  mcongenial  with  the  nature  of  the  tran faction. 
Without  requefling  or  exprejjing  a  diretl  ivifo,  Air.  Burr 
might  have  entertained  the  opinion,  no  matter  however  ill- 
founded,  that  Mr.  Livingfton  was  difpofed  to  "  vote  for  him  in 
.preference  to  Mr.  Jefferfon  ;  and  have  flattered  himfelf  fo  highly 
with  this  imagined  difpofition  as  to  have  ventured  to  refer  Mr. 
Ogden  to  him  in  refpe£t  to  the  terms  and  feafibility  of  the  ne- 
gotiation. And  all  this  might  -very  well  have  happened  with- 
out Mr.  Burr  expreffing  a  wifh  to  Mr.  Livingfton  that  he  fhould 
transfer  the  vote  of  the  ft  ate  from  Mr.  JerTerfon  to  himfelf,  or 
authorizing  him  to  receive  Mr.  Ogden,  when  referred  by 
Mr.  Burr  -to  -complete  the  terms  on  which  the  federal  mem- 
bers of  Congrefs  propofed  to  ele£t  him  Prefident. 

This  opinion  is  warranted  by  the  following  certificate  of  Mr. 
Livingfton,  given  to  me  a'few  days  after  the  .publication  of  my 
^itnth  letter  on  the  fubjeel:  of  the  negotiation.  It  is  the  one  to 
which  allufton  has  already  been  made.  It  is  now  reluctantly 
publifhed  with  the  fole  view  of  bringing  home  to  Mr.  Burr  the 
.accufations.  already  preferred  againft  him. 

"  Finding  myfelf  generally  defignated  as  the  perfon  alluded 
to  in  General  Hamilton's  letter*  publifhed  by  you  on  the  22d 
initant,  I  think  myfelf  called  on  to  declare  that  I  never  author  f- 
ed  the  Vice-Prefident  to  refer  any  one  tome  for  an  explanation 
of  his  views  or  wiflies  with  refpeffc  to  the  Prefidential  ele&ion; 
that  he  never  empowered  or  requeued  me  to  receive,  make,  or. 
anfwer  any  proportions  on  that  fubje£t. 

«  And  tho   a  gentle?nan\  of  the  federal  party  did  cell  on 

*  Mr.  Livingfton  entertains   not  a  doubt  that  General  Hamilton 
^wrote  the  letter  contained  in  my  ninth,  in  which  he  details  the  term* 
•of  the  neg  iciation  a  derived  from  Mr.  Ojjdtnlnmfelf. 
t  Mr.  Ogden. 
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?K^,r explicitly  told  him  that  I  had  received  no  authority  from 
Col.  Burr,  and^on  his  entering  into  converfation  with  me  rela- 
tive to  the  conduff  that  ivould  be  purfued  by  the  Ntiv-York  delega- 
tion^ I  as  explicitly  informed  him  I  believed  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  a  majority  to  vote  for  Mr.  Jeiferfon,  and  that  fuch  was 
my  determination."!! 

«  EDWARD  LIVINGSTON." 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  defcant  at  large  on  the  terms  of  this 
certificate,  which  the  reader  will  perceive  is  cautiouily  worded. 
Yet  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  remark,  that  although  it  is  not  ex- 
prefsly  ftated,  ftill  it  is  evident  that  Mr.  Burr  referred  the 
"gentleman  of  the  federal  party"  to  Mr.  Livingfton  for  further 
explanation.  The  certificate  furnimes  two  conclufive  reafons 
in  fupport  cf  this  opinion,  and  none  which  in  the  leaf!  makes  ■ 
againlt  it. 

Firft.  In  the  introductory  paragraph  Mr.  Livingfton  fays  that 
u  he  never  authorized  the  Vice-Prefuient  to  refer  any  one  to  him 
for  an  explanation  of  his  views  or  wifhes  with  refpecl:  to  the 
Prefidential  election."  Now,  why  remark  that  he  never  autho- 
r/zft/theVice-Prefident  to  refer  any  one  to  him  for  an  explana-- 
tien  of  his  views  or  wifhes  with  refpecl  to  the  Prefidential  elec- 
tion, unlefs  Mr.  Ogden,  or  the  gentleman  of  the  federal  party% 
ftated  that  he  was  fb  referred  by  Mr.  Burr? 

Secondly.    Mr.  Livingfton,  in  the  fecond  and  laft 'paragraph 
obferves,  "  And  though  a  gentleman  of  the  federal  party  did  call ' 
en  ///f,  I  explicitly  told  him  that  I  had  received  no  authority  from  * 
Col.  Burr"     ^gain  it  was  unneceflary  to  mention  Col.  Burr's, 
name,  unlefs  Mr.  Ogden  had  remarked  that,  according  to  the 
requeft  of  federal  members  of  Congrefs,  he  had  called  on  Mr... 
Burr,  who  after  entering  with  him  into  a  general  converfation 
on  thepropofed  terms,  had  referred  him  to  Mr.  Livingfton  for  - 
further  explanation  ? 

With  regard  to  the  queftion  — Is  Mr.  Ogden  the  "  gentleman ; 
of  the  federal  party"  who  called  on  Mr.  Livingfton  ?— there 
can  be  no  doubt.     Mr.  Ogden  has  himfelf  acknowledged  that. 
fce  waited  upon  Mr.  Burr;  and  if  he  is  net  the  "gentleman"* 
alluded  to  in  the  certificate,  it  is  obvious  that  two  arnbafTador-s 
muit  have  been  appointed  by  "  leading  ;ederal  members  of  Con- 

X  According  to  General  Hamilton's  letter,  which  he  fays  is  predica- 
ted on  the  information  derived  from  Mr.  Ogden,  New  York  and  New- 
Jerley  wtre,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  r.et?.ocia:'.on,  to-re!ir,qir»b> 
f,Jr.  JefFerfon  after  the /fry?  ballot  in  the  Hottft  ! 

jl  Tne  words  ifl  hulla  arc  not  fo  in  the  original ',  I  I-ave  underfoot  i<£ 
tacin  wyfoit. 
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grefs,"  to  negociate  with  him.  I  however  aflert,  fearlefs  6f 
contradiction,  and  upon  authority  which  it  is  net  neceflary  at 
prefent  to  name,  that  Mr.  Ogd?n  is  the  gentleman  of  the  fede- 
ral party  alluded  to  in  the  certificate. 

Now,  although  Mr.  Livingfton  might  have  told  Mr.  Ogden^ 
(what  would  have  been  exceedingly  proper)  that  he  was  "deter- 
mined to  vote  for  Air.  Jefferfon,"  yet  his  certificate  abundantly, 
proves,  as  we  have  all  along  contended,  that  Mr.  Burr  refened 
Mr.  Cgden  to  him  for  ««  further  explanation  f  and  if  Mr.  Burr 
had  not  encouraged  the  negbciator  ;  had  he  not  entered  fully 
into  his  views,  why  was  the  reference  made?  The  thing  is 
too  plain  to  require  another  remark.  I  will  not  detain  you 
with  comments  on  a  fubjeel  which  interpretation  can  only 
bbfeure. 

It  may  then  be  a{ked — "Why  did  Mr.  Livingfton,  under  all 
thefe  circumft antes,  give  Mr.  Burr  the  certificate  dated  July 
1802  ?  This  is  for  that  gentleman,  not  me,  to  explain.  This 
is  certain,  that  when  the  terms  in  which  it  is  couched  are  du- 
ly canvafled,  it  will  appear,  that  it  does  not  efTentially  clairi 
with  the  one  given  to  me.  That  to  Mr.  Burr  (imply  Hates  that 
he  did  not,  in  any  verbal  or  written  communication  to  Mr. 
Livingfton,  «  during  the  Prefidential  election,  exprefs  any  fenti- 
ment  inconfiitent  with  tliofe  contained  in  the  Vice-Prefident's 
letter  to  General  Smith  ;"  which  is  only  faying  that  Mr.  Burr 
did  not  eXprefs  a  lufh  that  Mr.  Livingfton  mould  vote  for  himfelf 
in  preference  to  Mr.  Jefferfon.     ' 

All  this,  it  will  be  perceived,  may  be  ftricliy  true  and  ftill 
not  interfere  ill  the  leaft  with  the  certificate  given  by  Mr.  Liv- 
ingfton to  me  •,  for  in  this  it  is  not  Mated  that  Mr.  Burr  M  ex- 
prejfed  any  fentinient  inconfiftent  with  thofe  contained  in  his 
letter  to  General  Smith'"  it  is  only  remarked,  in  terms  that 
cannot  be  mifunderflood,  that  although  fuch  a  fentinient  was 
Hot  exprejed  by  Mr.  Burr,  yet  he  had  the  prefumption  to  refer, 
and  did  actually  refer,  Mr.  Ogden  to  Mr.  Livingfton  for  an  "  ex- 
planation of  his  views  and  willies  with  refpect  to  the  prefiden- 
tial  election."  Why  he  did  fo  remains  to  be  explained  either 
fcy  Mr.  Livingfton  or  Mr.  Burr.  The  important  fact,  that  the 
reference  was  made  by  Mr.  Burr,  and  that  Mr.  Ogden  accordi- 
ngly waited  upon  Mr.  Livingfton,  are,  I  think,  amply  admitted 
Tn  his  certificate  given  to  me. 

Thus,  fir,  you  will  perceive  that  the  certificate  given  by  Mr. 
Livingfton  to  Mr.  Burr  is  a  mere  trivial  negative  thing;  and  I 
a^ure  you  that  had  it  not  been  that  the  Vice-Preiident  and  his 
friends  have  very  imprudently  made  ufe  of  it  to  deceive  the 
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^ilblic  With  regard  to  a  dangerous  and  alarming  tranfa£tibr!j 
that  which  Mr.  Livingfton  was  pleafed  to  impart  to  me  would* 
in  all  probability,  have  remained  forever  in  my  deik.  Wore 
imprudencies  of  a  like  nature  may  render  neceffary  a  further 
expofition  of  facts*  for  you  may  rely  upon  it  that  ail  is  not  yet 
known. 

The  promulgation  of  Mr.  Livingfton's  certificate* — the  ar- 
tifices of  Mr.  Coleman — the  machinations  of  Mr.  Van  Nefs — ■ 
the  fubtlety  of  mi*.  Swartwout — the  publications  of  difunion  in 
the  Morning  Chronicle — the  money  laviihed  by  the  federal 
party — the  .judicious  aid  of  the  "  Loard"  manifested  in  the  ap- 
pointments mentioned — the  private  meetings  of  the  friends  df 
the  Vice-I'refident,  and  the  votes  given  by  them  in  favour  of 
the  federal  ticket,  were  unavailing.  We  furmounted  every  cb- 
ftacle — we  triumphed  over  every  foe.  "We  gained  the  election 
in  defpite  of  the  arts  and  efforts  of  the  combined  parties. 

Having  completed  the  defign  of  thia  letter  I  might  here  clofc 
my  remarks  ;  but  as  Mr.  Irving  has  entered  into  and  ftrrHhed  a 
formal  vindication  of  Mr.  Burr,  I  (hall  conclude  with  noticing 
his  exculpatory  obfervations*. 

The  vindication  of  Mr.  Burr  by  Mr  Irving,  may,  in  fome  re- 
fpecls,  be  juftly  viewed  as  the  vindication  of  Mr.  Burr  by  him- 
felf.  This  remark,  however,  wiil  be  accepted  in  the  fenfe  in- 
tended to  be  conveyed.  I  am  not  of  opinion  that  the  Vice- 
Prefident  actually  and  literally  wrote  the  defence  which  has 
appeared  in  the  Morning  Chronicle,  for  although  I  cannot  com- 
pliment his  fagacity  as  a  ftatefman,  his  integrity  as  a  citizen, 
or  his  abilities  as  a  ivriter,  yet,  perhaps,  it  would  be  unjuif.  to 
afcribe  to  him  a  production  without  arrangement,  without  per- 
spicuity, without  argument,  without  wit — without  any  of  the 
properties  of  competition  calculated  to  attract  attention,  en- 
force juftice,  or  veil  fraud. 

Mr.  Burr  was  in  this  city  previous  to  and  during  the  publi- 
cation of  his  defence  in  the  Morning  Chronicle.  It  is  well 
known  that  Mr.  Irving  and  himfeif  are,  diredtly  or  indirectly, 
in  daily  habits  of  correspondence.  Mr.  Burr  cannot  be  an  un- 
concerned fpect'ator  of  what  has  paffed  and  is  dill  palling  with 
•regard  to  himfeif,  and  his  folicitude  on  a  fubjeel:  in  which  he  is 
'deeply  involved  would  naturally  lead  him  into  converfatioiK. 
with  Mr.  Irving  concerning  the  defence  he  was  about  to  write. 
in  thefe  the  weaker  points  of  the  attack  were  no  doubt  noted 
%nd  every  advantage  fuggelted  that  defperation  could  invent. 

*  That  given  to  Mr.  Burr  in  July,  180a. 
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Whatever  therefore  of  denial  or  admifTion,  of  extenuation  or 
eluiion  of  facts  the  vindication  contains,  may,  with  great  pro- 
priety, be  faid  to  be  thofe  of  the  Vice-Prefident. 

The  defence  embraces  feveral  points,  in  my  remarks  on  which 
I  (hall  be  brief.     It  notices  the  view, 

I  ft.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Burr's  political  conduct  generally. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Bifhop  of  Connecticut. 

"With  regard  to  Mr.   Green. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Swartwout. 

With  regard  to  Doctor  Smith  of  Princeton  College. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Tapping  Reeve. 
It  glances  at  the  negotiation. 

It  does  n-J:  notice, 

I  ft.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Van  Nefs  to  Mr.  Edward  Livingfton, 
in  which  he  urged  th:s  gentleman  to  relinquish  Mr.  Jefferfon 
after  \\\tjirfl  ballot  in  the  Houie  of  Representatives  and  vote 
for  Mr.  Burr. 

2dly.  The  important  letter  of  William  S.  Pennington,  Efq, 
of  New-Jerfey. 

In  refpect  to  the  firft,  it  is  alleged  that  it  was  ungenerous,  in 
the  firft  inltance,  to  endeavour  to  prejudice  the  public  againit 
Mr.  Burr,  by  a  rigorous  inveltigation  of  his  political  conduct 
previous  to  the  negociation  of  which  he  is  ac.cufed.  A  fingle 
remark  might  fuffice  in  reply  to  this  allegation.  If  Mr.  Burr's 
character  was  unfullicd  by  a  train  of  improper  conduct,  he 
might  triumphantly  challenge  the  moft  rigid  examination  of  it.- 
From  a  candid  an<!  impartial  inveftigation  he  would  have  no- 
thing to  fear  ;  from  a  perverfe  one,  eveiy  thing  to  hope.  The 
former  would  give  extenfion  to  a  folid  and  well-earned  reputa- 
tion ;  and  as  mifreprefentation,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  is,  from  its  very 
nature,  always  fufccpcible  of  detection,  he  would  tierive  from 
it  the  moft  durable  advantages  Mr.  Burr  then  cannot  complain 
of  an  investigation,  but  of  a  m'^repnfentatun  of  his  character. 
Has  it  been  mifreprefented  ?  No  arguments,  no  facts,  either  of 
a  pofitive  or  presumptive  nature,  have  been  adduced  by  his  vin- 
dicator to  ihew  that  it  has.  It  is  therefore  unneceflary  to  ex- 
tend our  remarks  on  this  branch  of  the  fubject. 

But  Mr.  Burr  was  aicufed  of  a  moft  unpardonable  intrigue 
with  a  direct  view  to  aggrandize  himfelt  at  the  hazard  of  the 
liberty  of  his  country.  To  evince,  in  the  firft  r'ace,  that  the 
imputed  act  was  not  out  of  chat  offer,,  it  was  both  juft  and  necef- 
fary  to  fhew,  by  a  full  examination  of  his  political  career,  that 
he  had  uniformly  purfued,  with  undeviating  fteps,  a  cottrfe  that 
rendered  the  acuuiation  not  at  all  improbable.     The  principal 
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allegation  too,  was  fo  intimately  connected  with  his  anterior 
conduct,  that  in  vising  the  one  it  became  indifpenfable  to  no- 
tice the  other.  What  was  the  nature  of  that  allegation  ?  Craft 
of  the  mod  fubli mated  kind.  What  his  previous  conduct  ?  A 
tiflue  pertaining  of  the  fame  fubtle  and  dangerous  eflence.  Was 
it  then  wanton,  was  it  ungenerous,  was  it  unbecoming  to  exa- 
mine the  «'  parts  of  one  great  whole"  ?  Befide,  the  inveftigation 
was  courted,  was  challenged  by  his  friends;  and  however, 
therefore,  they  may  cenfure  their  imprudence  and  temerity, 
they  cannot,  in  die  fincerity  of  an  honeft  heart,  but  commend 
■the  courfe  purfued. 

It  is  neverthelefs  afTerted  in  the  vindication,  and  only  aflferted, 
that  the  ''View" contains  remarks  which  area  departure  from 
truth.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Bifhop,  it  is  contended  that  the  fa£ts 
ftated  in  that  work  are  incorrect,  and  this  incorrettnefs  is  no- 
ticed as  favouring  the  prefumption  of  Mr.  Burr's  innocence  in 
refp~£l  to  the  negotiation.  Whether  true  or  falfe  they  are  im- 
materially connected  with  the  interview  which  took  place  be- 
tween Mb.  Ogden,  the  accredited  agent  of  leading  federal  mem- 
bers of  Congrefs,  and  ;vlr.  Burr  ;  the  cordiality  with  which  the 
Vice-Prefident  received  the  overtures  of  Mr.  Ogden,  and  his 
referring  the  negociator  to  Mr.  Livingfton  as  his  confidential. 
friend  for  an  explanation  of  his  views  and  wifhes  with  refpedt 
to  the  PreGdency-  On  this  fubjecl:  Mr.  Irving  has  betrayed  a 
great  want  of  candor.  In  his  vindication  he  hmpiy  remarks 
that  the  obfervations  contained  in  the  "View  concerning  Mr. 
Bifhop, ''  and  reiterated  in  the  fubfequent  letters,  have  been 
cont radiEled  by  him,  without  diflinclly  noting  the  nature  of  the 
contradiction.  It  becomes  my  duty,  therefore,  to  ftate  with 
accuracy  the  fatls  pro  and  com 

Mr.  Burr  was  anxious  for  an  equality  of  votes  between  Mr. 
JefFerfon  and  himfelf,  and  with  a  view  to  effect  it,  as  far  as 
Penniylvania  was  concerned,  it  is  dated  in  the  "  View"  that 
«*  he  accordingly  fent  Mr.  Abraham  Bifhop  to  Lancafler  dur- 
ing the  feffion  of  the  Legiflature."*  This  is  all  thatisfaidin 
that  work  concerning  Mr.  Bifhop. 

In  fubfequent  communications  made  by  Mr.  Bifhop  to  the 
editor  of  the  American  Citizen  he  obferves  that  he  was  not 
fent  to  Lancafler  by  Mr.  Burr  as  ftated  in  the  "  View."  He 
acknowledges,  however,  for  he  could  not  deny,  that  he  was 
at  Lancafler  as  ftated.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Bifhop  it  was  remark- 
ed, and  truly  remarked,   that  although  he  might  not,  in  the 

*  See  the  "  View,"  page  44. 
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firiaeji  fenfe  of  the  word,  be  jent  to  Lancafler  by  Mr.  Burr, 
"yet  that  he  was  there,  that  he  left  Mr.  Burr's  houfe  to  go  to 
there,  and  that  Mr.  Burr  procured  for  him  letters  of  introduc- 
tion, among  others,  from  hisywWEzekiel  Robins,  the  perfon 
whom  his  partizans  nominated  for  the  (late  Senate  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  Mr.  John  Broome.  Thefe  facts  were  filently- admitted 
by  Mr.  Biinop,  who  was  fatisfied  with  fimply  infilling  that  he 
was  not  Jent  to  Lancafter  by  Mr.  Burr.  This  is  the  contradic- 
tion laconically  mentioned  by  Mr.  Irving,  and  which  he  feems 
to  confider  exceedingly  advantageous  to  the  Vice-Prefident. 
Mr.  Biiliop  did  not,  however,  condefcend  to  ftate  his  errand 
to  Lancafter  j  whether  he  went  in  behalf  of  the  "Vice-Prefident 
or  not.  lie  was  content  with  predicating  his  remarks  on  the 
quibble  noticed,  and  Mr.  Irving,  in  his  vindication  of  Mr.  Burr, 
eagerly  avails  himfelf  of  the  eftimable  jewel. 

In  refpe.cl  to  Mr.  Greene,  Mr.  Irving  alfo  remarks  that  the 
facts  fet  forth  in  the  "  View"  have,  in  like  manner,  been  con- 
tradicted. It  is  Hated  in  that  pamphlet  that  during  the  feflion 
of  the  South  Carolina  Legiflature,  Mr.  Greene  went  from  New- 
York  to  Columbia,  the  feat  of  government,  as  the  agent  of  IV  r. 
Burr,  and  that  he  forwarded  his  difpatches  under  cover  to  Mr. 
John  Swartwout.  A'  r.  Greene,  in  ?n  elegant  communication 
to  the  editor  of  the  American  Citizen,  denies  that  he  was  the 
agent  of  Mr.  Burr*,  but  admits  that  he  was  at  Columbia  as  dated  j 
that  he  was  pleafcd  with  the  equality  of  votes  given  by  that 
flate;  that  he  endeavoured  to  promote  it,  yet  afferts  that  he  did 
not  direel  his  difpatches  for  Mf.  Burr  tender  cover  to  K  r.  Swart- 
wout. He  tacitly,  however,  admits  that  he  tranfmitted  infor- 
mation to  rv' r.  Swartwout  to  be  communicated  to  Mr.  Burr. 

Mr.  Swartwout  depofed  that  Mr.  Greene  did  not  direB  under 
iover  to  him,  difpatches  for  Mr.  Burr.  But  when  it  was  re- 
marked, on  indubitable  authority,  that  Mr.  Greene?s  letters  di- 
rected to  Mr.  Swartwout  were  regularly  communicated  to  Mr. 
Burr,  the  deponent  remained  mute.  I  itate  it  as  undeniably 
true  that  whether  Mr.  Greene's  letters  for  ?vr.  Burr  were  or  were 
not  directed  to  v,r.  Swartwout  under  cover ,  or  not  directed  to 
h'r.  Burr  at  all,  yet  that  iV.r.  Swartwout  did  regularly  commu- 
nicate to  the  Vice-Prefident  the  letters  he  received  from  Mr. 
Greene.  So  that  form  out  of  the  queftjon,  Mr.  Burr  invariably 
read  the  letters  of  Mr.  Greene. 

With  refpect  to  Doctor  Smith,  it  is  Hated  in  the  View  that 
Mr.  Eayton,  of  the  Senate  of  the  U.  S.  fi  had  openly  declared, 
fince  the  presidential  election,  that  in  cafe  the  entire  of  the 
electoral  votes  of  Fennfylvanja  had  been  given  for  Mr.  Jefferfon, 
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4Uid  Mr.  Burr,  it  was  contemplated  that  New-Jerfey  fhouM 
give  the  latter  as  many  federal  votes  as  would  make  him  Prefi? 
$ent."  In  profecution  of  this  contingent  plan  it  is  added  that 
'«  Doctor  Smith,  one  of  the  federal  electors,  and  Air.  Burr  pai4 
each  other  frequent  and  mutual  vifits." 

Here  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  writer  of  the  View  was 
led  to  the  declarations  in  queition  partly  by  the  nature  of  the, 
intrigue  and  partly  by  the  uncontradicted  and  uncontradittabie 
affertion  of  Mr.  Dayton.  It  will  be  admitted  that  thofe  who, 
as  a  laft  refort,  deputed  Mr,  Ogden  to  negotiate  with  Mr.  Burr 
to  betray  his  party  would  not  liave  .fctupled  to  ava^lihemfelves, 
in  the  early  ftages  of  the  prefidential  election,  of  the  means 
they  pofleffed  to  encompafs  the  object:  fought  by  the  negociar 
jtion  fubfequentiy  entered  into.  rlhe  declaration  therefore  of 
Mr.  Dayton  made  pofterior  to  the  election,  could  not  fail  of 
gaining  credence,  as  it  was  certainly  entitled  to  confideration 
.as  testimony  againft  his  own  party.  Doclor  Smith,  however, 
afTerts  his  difbelief  of  the  plan,  and  exonerates  himfelf  by  de- 
claring that  he  had  no  eonnecliion  with  it.  While  I  am  willing 
to  give  fome  credit  to  his  declaration,  I  may  be  allowed  to  fay 
that  Mr.  Daytqn  is  much  more  in  the  confidence  of  his  party 
than  Doclor  Smith,  and  much  better  acquainted  with  their 
various  intrigues.  If  the  conditional  fcheme  dated  was  really 
contemplated  by  thofe  who  poiTe,iTed  a  commanding  influence 
over  fome  of  the  electors,  no  one  was  more  likely  to  know  it 
than  Mr.  Dayton,  who  has  avowed  that  it  was. 

Mr.  Tapping  Reeve,  one  of  the  electors  of  the  ftate  of  Con- 
necticut, was  connected  in  the  view  with  Doctor  Smith  bv  a 
fimilar  remark.  It  is  there  obferved  that  «•  fomething  wasalfo 
expected  from  Mr.  Tapping  Reeve,  brother-in-law  to  Air.  Burr, 
who  fpent  fome  weeks  in  Connecticut  previous  to  the  meeting 
of  the  electors."*  Happy  in  the  ufe  of  trifles,  however  pal- 
try, to  fcreen  the  Vice-Prefident,  Mr.  Irving  with  great  avidity 
avails  himfelf  of  an  equivocal  declaration  of  Mr.  j^ifhop  re- 
ipecting  the  truth  of  tne  e$peclation%  for  it  was  not  nor  can  it 
be  denied  that  Mr.  Burr  vifited  his  brother-in-law  as  itated. 
*\  he/e  are  the  contradictions  noticed  by  Mr.  Irving  as  tending 
to  invalidate  the  numerous,  important,  and  irrefutable  fact's 
contained  in  the  View,  and  as  favouring  the  preiumption  of 
Mr.  Burr's  innocence. concerning  his\negociation  with  Mr.  Og- 
den ! 

At  the  expence  of  much  patience  I  have  noticed  thefe  colla- 
teral, and,  as  they  refpect  the  principal  accufation,  very  uniin^ 

f  See  tiie  View,  page  4;. 
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ipoftant  tirtumflanceSi  that  the  apolo/lft  of  Mr.  Burr  rriight  not 
be  furnifhed  with  the  means  of  faying  that  much  that  has  been 
advanced  in  the  difcuffion  had  been  abandoned  as  untenable. 
The  momentous  accufation,  that  by  which  Mr.  Burr  is  either 
to  be  re  in  dated  in  the -confidence  or  loft  in -the  efteem  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  is  yet  to  be  examined. 

With  refpect  to  the  negociation  "with  which  Mr  Burr  ftands 
charged  Mr.  Irving  was  extremely  brief.  He  objects  to  the 
testimony  becaufe  it  is  anonimous '.  He  urges  againft  it,  firft,  his 
correfpondence  with  Mr.  Ogden,  and  iecondiy  the  certificate 
of  Mr.  Livingfton  given  to  Mr.  Burr  in  -July  i3o2,  which 
has  already  been  noticed,  but  which  Mr.  Irving  feems  to  be  of 
opinion  is  a  ftrong  circumftance  in  favour  of  the  innocence  of 
the  accufed.     Thefe  three  points  (hall  be  feparateiyexamined. 

Firfl,  then,  the  teftimony  is  anotiimouS)  and  therefore  not  eiv 
titled  to  belief. 

With  regard  to  the  negociation,  the  principal  point  and  that 
which  now  claims  our  attention,  it  is  riik  anonimous.  It  is  the 
teftimony  of  Doctor  Linn,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Abeel,  Mr. 
David  A.  Ogden,  General  Hamilton,  and  Mr.  Edward  Living- 
flon.  The  teftimony  of  thefe  gentlemen,  who  are  all  credible 
vitnefTes  and -moil  of  them  of  exalted  rank  in  the  refpectivc 
fpheres  in  which  they  move,  is  plain,  direct,  and  pofitive  j  and 
the  circuitous  manner  in  which  it  has  been  obtained  neither  im- 
pairs its  force,  nor  leffens  its  authenticity.  It  is  of  the  cleareft, 
moft  unequivocal,  and  conclufive  kind.  It  is  the  ,beft  that  the 
nature  of  the  cafe  will  admit  of-,  it  is  fuch  as  would  induce 
conviction  in  a  court  of  equity  and  cannot  fail  of  producing 
the  fame  ifTue  with  the  public. 

The  teftimony  of  Dr.  Linn  and  JV*r,  Abeel,  given  by  thera. 
;to  Mr.  Labagh,f  a  member  of  one  of  their  congregations  and 
a  citizen  of  unfullied  reputation  ;  written  by  himfelf  in  precise- 
ly their  own  words,  and  communicated  by  him  to  me  for  pub* 
lication,  with  their  knowledge  but  with  their  reluctant  con- 
Tent,  is  in  thefe  words  : 

«  Dr.  Linn  and  the  Reverend  Mr.  Abeel  of  this  city  [New- 
York  3  told  me,  in  a  converfation  I  had  with  them,  that  they 
believed  Aaron  Burr,  Efq.  had  corresponded  with  federal  msm* 

■j-  I  am  not  authorized  to  name  Mr.  Labagh  as  the  gentleman  who 
.communicated  to  me  .feme  months  :fi rice  for  publication,  the  teftimo- 
ny of  Dr.  Linn  and  Mr.  Abeel.  But  as  he  has  himielf,  wiih  a  becom- 
ing franknefs  and  integrity,  made  no  fecret  of  it  in  private  converfa- 
tion ;  this,  the  importance  of  the  fubjecr,  and  the  necelfity  that  exifls 
>for  putting  an  end  to  this  difcuffion,  will,  I  am  periuaded,  be  a  fufficieaj 
^spolo&y  with  him  for  the  liberty;!  have  taken. 
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Set's  of  Congrefs  to  get  himfelf  elected  PrefTdent  of  the  United' 
States,  and  that  he  had  agreed  to  come  in  to  their  meafures. 
Some  time  after!  faw  Mr.  Abeel,  and  he  faid  it  was  a  miftake 
that  Mr.  Burr  had  correfponded '  with  federal  members  of  Con- 
grefs, but  he  had  made  a  verbal  agreement  with them,  and  that 
if  I  wanted  an  inveftigation  of  the  bufmefs  the  perfon  was  then 
in  town  who  would  prove  the  fa£fc" 

'<  Note.  I  a&ed  Dr.  Linn  his  reafon  for  believing  that  the 
correfpondence  took  place  ?-  He  replied  that  it  could  be  prov- 
ed in  a  court  of  juftice,  and  Mr.  Abeel  fubjoined  that  he  would 
vouch,  for  its  truth." 

Such  is  the  teltimony  of  Dr.  Linn  and  Mr.  Abeel,  commit- 
ted to  paper  by  iVir.  Labagh  with  the  utmoft  care  and  circum-- 
fpecticn,  and  communicated  for  publication  with  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  aiiurances,  that,  if  denied  or  contradicted  by  either  of 
thofe  gentlemen  in  public  or  in  private,  he  would  fupport  it,  if 
reo^ired,  by  affidavit.  It  has  not  been  denied;  it  has  not. 
been  contradicted.  It  (lands,  like  the  character  of  him  who 
communicated  it,  imimpeached. 

The  following  is  the  teftirnony  of  Mr.  David  A.  Ogden,  the 
negociator,-  contained  in  his  artful  reply  to  the  crafty  letter  o£ 
Mr.  Irving. 

«  When  about  to  return  from  the  city  of  Wafhington,  tivo" 
or  three  members  of  Congrefs,  of  the  federal  party,  fpoke  to  me 
about  their  views  as  to  the  election  of  Prcudent,  denting  me  to 
eonverfe  with  Col.  Burr  on  the  fubject  and  to  afcertain  whether 
lie  would  enter  into  terms.%  On  my  return  to  New-York  I 
called  on  Col.  Burr  and  communicated  the  above  to  him.  He 
explicitly  declined  the  explanation,  and  did  neither  propofe  nor 
\igree  to  any  terms" 

The  teftirnony  of  General  Hamilton  alone  is  amply  fufncient 
to  convict.  It  is  this,  as  ltated  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  a 
member  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in  January  1801. 

"  A  friend  of  ours, Jj  who  lately  returned  from  Wafhingtotv 
Was  intrufted  by  fume  leading  members  of  Congrefs  of  our  par- 
ty, to  have  a  conference  with  Col.  Burr,  for  the  purpofe  ot  af- 
eevtaining  two  thing* ;  Firft,  What  would  be  the  conduct  he 
would  obferve  if  elected  by  our  means  in  refpcct  to  certain  car- 
dinal points  of  fedeval  policy  ?  Second,  What  co-operation  and 
aid  he  could  and  Would  afford  towards  procuring  fuccefs  lit  his 
own  election?" 

±  For  a  1  exp-anation  of  H>e  wor>1  terms  a^Vere  u**e-',  fee  the  "Nine 
Le.t.i.;,  '  pubiifliedma  parnphlet,  from  page  69  to  p.  $g. 

!1   ;•,!;.  Ogckn., 
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"  He  accordingly  made  the  communication  to  Col.  Burr,  ancf 
as  he  informed  me,  was  anfwered  by  him  in  fubftance,  that  as 
to  die  firft  point,  it  would  not  be  proper  or  expedient  to  enter 
into  explanation." 

««  That  as  to  the  fecond  point,  there  was  good  reafon  to  ex- 
pect: that  New-York  and  TennefFee,  on  a  fecond  ballot,  would 
vote  for  him,  and  New-Jerfey  might  perhaps  do  the  fame." 

"  In  that  or  a  fuhfequent  conference  he  referred  to  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Livingfton,  as  his  confidential  friend,  for  further  explana- 
tion. This  gentleman  leaves  New-York  in  at  few  days  for 
Wafhington." 

This  letter  is  corroborated  by  the  declaration  of  General 
Hamilton  made  at  a  public  dinner  in  Albany  in  the  prefence  of 
Judge  Livingfton/  Judge  Trcup,  Judge  Pendleton,  Mr.  Jo- 
fiah  Ogden  Hoffman,  and  others .,.  Immediately  after  the  de- 
claration was  made  by  General  Hamilton,  it  was  mentioned  to 
the  Hon.  De  Witt  Clinton  by  Judge  Livingfton,  who  has  fince 
authorized  i'ts  publication".'    , It  is  this'. ,  , 

"  General  Hamilton  declared,  in  February  1801,  immediate- 
ly after  Mr.  Ggderfs  interview  with  Mr.  Burr,  that  the  latter 
gentleman  had  negotiated  for  the  prefidency,  and  that  he  could 
frove  it  in  a  court  of  juftice." 

The  teftimony  of  iWr.  Edward  Livingfton^  contained  in  his 
Certificate  to  me  is  'this.' 

"  Finding  myfelf  generally  defignated  as  the  perfon  alluded 
to  in  General  Hamilton's  letter  published  by  you  on  the  2 2d 
inftant,  I  think  myfelf  called  on  to  declare  that  I  never  duthonf- 
ed  the  Vice-Prefidsnt  to  refer  any  one  to'  me  for  an  explanation 
of  his  views  and  wifnes  with  refpecTf  to  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion ;  that  he  never  e?npciucred  or  requejied  me  to  receive,  make, 
or  anfwer  any  proportions  on  that  lubje£l. 

"  And  tho  a  gentleman  of  the  FEDERAL  party  did  call  on 
inet  I  explicitly  toid  him  that  I  had  received  no  authority  from 
Col.  Burr,  and  on  His  entering  into  co'rtyerfatiori  with  me  rela- 
tive to  the  conduft  thai  would  be  pwfued  by  tfie  IJtekb-York  delega- 
tiof?y  I  as  explicitly  informed  him  I  believed  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  a  majority  to  vo'te  for  Mr.  Jefferfon,  and  that  fuch  was 
my  determination." 

The  limits  I  have  afligned  to  my  Temarks  do  not  permit  me 
to  notice  the  very  refpeclable  collateral  teftimony  at  command  ; 
hor  ;s  it  neCefTary  to  trouble  the  reader  at  prefent  with  it.  The 
pofitive,  the  dire£l  teftimony  already  quoted,  is  fufficient  fof 
fcvery  purpofe. 
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Pr.  Linn  and  Mr.  Abeel  affirm  that  Mr.  Burr  had  made  fe 
Verbal  agreement  with  the  federal  party  to  come  into  their  mea- 
fures,  and  added  that  if  Mr.  Labagh  wanted  an  inveftigatiort 
of  the  bufmefs,  the  perfon  was  then  in  town  who  could  prove 
the  facl:. 

I  aiked,  fays  Mr.  Labagh,  Dr.  Linn  his  reafon  for  believing 
that  the  correfpondence  took  place  ?  He  replied  that  it  could  be 
proved  in  a  court  of  juftice,  and  Mr.  Abeel  fubjoined  that  he 
would  vouch  for  its  truth.  . 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  two  grave  clergymen  would,  in 
language  fo  clear  and  explicit,  communicate  to  Mr.  Labagh 
information,  ruinoufly  affecting  every  thing  dear  to  Mr.  Burr 
as  the  fecond  officer  of  the  Government  and  a  gentleman  of  in- 
tegrity, on  light  or  unfounded  furmife.  The  faeredaefs  of  their 
function  precludes  the  fuppofition.  Prefume  for  a  moment 
that  their  folemn  declaration  was  a  calumny,  and  alk,  What 
would  be  the  confequence  of  detection  ;  detection  too  of  accefs 
To  eafy  ?  An  utter  lofs  of  reputation  with  their  fellow-citizens ; 
a  forfeiture  of  the  efteem,  and  even  of  the  refpedt.  of  their  re- 
ipe£live  congregations.  .  Confeqiiences  fo  awful  would  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  deter  men  of  lefs  refpectability  of  character  from  the 
commiffiori  of  fo  unpardonable  an  offence.  *«  Armed  ftrong  in' 
truth,  they  were  prepared  for  the  mod  rigorous  inveftigation 
of  their  remarks,  and  we  find  that  Mr.  Burr,  to  whom  they  had 
been  communicated}  folicited  and  actually  obtained  an  inter- 
view with  the  two  gentlemen.*  In  this  Mr.  Burr  was  not  dif- 
£ofed  to  fift  the  matter  too  clofely.  He  was  content  with  aiking 
them  whether  what  they  had  declared  with  regard  to  his  hav- 
ing made  a  verbal  agreement  to  come  into  the  meafures  of  the 
federal  party  was  not  derived  from  common  report  ?  To  which 
Mr.  Abeel  replied  no>  it  was  not  derived  from  common  report. 
Mr.  Burr  made  no  further  enquiriesj  and  the  two  gentlemen  re* 
tired. 

Mr.  Linri  and  Mr.  Abee!  obfefved  to  Mr.  Labagh,  that  if  he 
wanted  an  inveitigation  of  the  bulinefs,  the  pefon  was  then  in 
town  who  could  prove  the  facl. 

There  is  no  difficulty  in  determining  who  the  perfon  is  to 
whom  they  alluded.  Dr.  Linn,  Mr.  Abeel,  and  Mr.  Ogderx 
are  on  the  belt  terms  of  friendfhip ;  and  when  the  mafs  of  tef- 
timony  already  adduced  (hall  be  digefted  and  compared,  the 
conclulion  that  Mr.  Ogden  is  the  man,  will  be  irrefiftible. 

In  refpecl  to  this  gentleman  we  are  told  by  him,  in  his  ani 
Twer  to  Mr.  Irving's  letter,  that  he  was  authorized,    when  at 

*  This  fact  war  alio  communicated  by  Dr.  Liftn  and  Mr.  Abeel  to  Mr. 
l>abagh,  from  whom  I  obtained  it. 


(   fi   I 

XVammgton/oy  federal  members  of  Congrcfs  to  call  on  Mr.ftrir'f 
to  afcertain  whether  he  would  enter  into  te>ms\  that  he  accord- 
ingly called  on  and  communicated  to  him  his  authority  and  his 
errand,  but  that  he  declined  the  explanation  ^  and  did  neither 
propofe  nor  agree  to  terms.  .  . 

Here  Mr.  Ogden  admits  fufiicient  for  every  purpofe  ;  he  ac- 
knowledges that  he  was  the  authorized  agent  of  the  federal  par- 
ty ;  and  as  to  his  ftudted  evafion  to  fcreen  Air.  Lurr  by  declar- 
ing that  he  declined  the  explanation,  and  did  neither  propofe 
nor  agree  to  terms  >  it  has  been  already  fuffkiently  expofed.f  The 
evafion  can  be  of  no  few  ice  to  Mr.  Burr,  nor  can  it  add  to  the 
reputation  of  Mr.  Ogden. 

It  is  then  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Ogden  that  he  was  deputed 
to  call  and  did  actually  call  on  Mr.  Burr  to  afcertain  whether 
he  would  enter  into  terms',  His  evafion  with,  regard  to  terms 
is  fatisfa&orily  rebutted' and  expcfed  by  the  refpecTible  teiti- 
mony  of  General  Hamilton,  and  connrmed  by  Mr.  Edward 
Livingfton. 

■  General  Hamilton,  in  his  letter  already  quoted  at  large,  fays- 
'  «*  A  friend  of  ours,  who  lately  returned  from  Wafhington, 
was  intruded  by  feme  leading  members  of  Congrefs  of  our  party, 
to  have  a  conference  with  Col.  Burr  for  the  purpofe  of  afeer- 
taining  two  things ;  firfc,  what  would  be  the  conduct  he  woulii 
obferve  if  elected  by  our  means  hi  refpedl  to'  certain  cardinal 
points  of  federal  policy?  Second,  what  co-operation  and  aid 
he  could  and  would  arlord  towards  procuring  fuccefs  to  his 
own  election  ?" 

*'  He  accordingly  made  the  communication  to  Col.  Burr, 
and,  As  he  informed  me,  was  awfwered  by  him  in  fubftancc- 
that  as  to  the  mit  point  it  would  not  be  proper  or  expedient 
to  enter  into  explanation." 

"  That  as  to  the  fecond  point,  there  Was  good  reafon  to  ex- 
pe£t  that  New-Yoik  and  Tenneffee,  on  a  fecond  ballot,  would 
vote  for  him,  and  New-Jcrfey  rhigh'  perhaps  do  the  fame." 

«<  In  that  or  a  fubfequent  conference  he  referred  to  Iidward 
Lbingiton  as  his  cc  I   '  riend  for  further  explanations 

This  gentleman  leaves  New- York  in  a  few,  days  for  Waffling* 
ton." 

Mr.  Ogden  fays  he  called  on  Mr.  Burr  to  afcertain  whether 
he  would  enter  into  terms,  hut  that  he  declined  the  explana- 
tion, and  did  neither  prbpbfg  nor  agree  to  terms'.  General  Hamil* 
ton,  that  Mr.  Ogden  had  a  coherence  with  :\7r.  Burr  for  the 
pupofc  o£rafcettainm"g  two  rhitigS;'  Fide,   what  would  be  ths 

\  See  the  tiiiiih  letter* 
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.conduct  be  wculd  obferve  if  elefifced  by  our  means  m  re£pe.«&  t3 
•certain  cardinal  points  of  federal  policy  ? 

On  this  point,  the  General  fays,  Mr.  Burr  was  of  opinion  it 
would  neither  be  proper  nor  expedient  to  enter  into  explanation. 
The  terms,  propriety  and  expediency,  as  here  ufed  will  no  doubt 
he  properly  urderilcod.     In  vefpect  to  "  declining  the  expla- 
nation" there  is  no  material  difference  between  General  Hamilr 
ton,  who  fays  he  derived  his  information  immediately  from  Mr. 
Ogden,  and  this  gentleman  himft/ii".     All  tha: .can  be  faid,  per- 
haps, concerning  it  is  that  .General  Hamilton  in  his  letter  to  his 
friend  was  explicit,  and  that  Kir.  Ggden,    in  his  anfwer  to  Mr. 
Irving's  terms  agreed  upon  ?a\&  points  above  ficicd,  which  wss  in- 
tended  for  the  iinpe£tion  of  the  public,  and  to  promote  party 
views,  thought  proper  to  exercife  a  little  dexterity  and  adclrefs. 
Mr.  Ogden  alfo  fays  tmjt  Mr.  Burr   did  neither *prpp<?fe  nor 
.agree  to  terms;   General  Hamilton  that  Iv'r.  Ogden  accordingly 
made. the  communication  to  Mr.  Burr,  and,  as  he,  (Mr.  Og- 
den) informiJ)  me,  he  was  anuvered  in  fubftance,  "  that  as  to 
the  fecond  point,  namely,  what  co-operation  and  aid  he  could 
4    -and  would  afford  towards  procuring  fuccefs  to  his  own  election/ 
there  was  good  reafen  to  expect  that  New- York  and  Tenneffee, 
en  a  fecond  ballot,  would  vote  for  him,  and  New- Jerfey  might 
perhaps  do  the  fame.''     This  was   not,  indeed,  ftrietly  fpeak? 
ing,   agreeing  to  terms,   but  it  was  entering  moil  fully  into  the 
.views  of  the  federal  negotiator. 

General  Hamilton  adds,  and  lie  fays  he  derived  his  informa- 
tion from  Mr.  Ogden,  thatJN  that  or  a  subsequent  confeRt 
encf,  Mr.  Burr  referred  to  Id ward  Livingston  for  fur- 
ther EXPLANATION- 

This  is  confirmed  by  Mr.  Livingfton  himfelf,  who  in  his 
certificate  to  me  fays, 

I  think  myfelf  called  on  to  declare  that  I  never  authorize!? 
the  Vice-Prefident  to  refer  any  one  to  me  for  an  explana- 
tion of  his  views  or  wifhes  with  refpe&  to  the  prefidential 
election. 

And  tho  a  gentleman*  cf the  federal  party  did  call  .on  me,  I  ex- 
plicitly told  him  that  I  had  received  no  authority  from  Col.  Burr, 
and  on  his  entering  into  conversation  with  me  relative  to  thp 
..conduct  that  ivould  be  purjucd  by  the  Nenu-Tork  delegation,  I  as  ex- 
plicitly informed  him  I  believed  it  was  the  intention  .of  a  majority 
to  vote  for  Mr.  Jefferfon,  and  that  fuch  was  my  determination. 

There  is  another  not  lefs  remarkable  coincidence  between 
.General'Hamilton's  letter  and  Mr.  Livingftdn's  certificate  to  rae? 

*  General  Hamilton  explicitly  declar^  *vlr.  Ogden  informed  him 
that  Mr.  Burr  Re.F£,&REi>  him  to  Mr.  Livir.gttcn  for  fUj&XHEK  expla- 
nation. 
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According  to  General  Hamilton,  Mr.  Burr's  anfwer  to  the 

fecond  propofition  of  the  negociator  was,  that  there  was  good 

'reason  to  expect  thai  New- York  and  Tennessee,  on  a 

second  ballot    would  vote  for  him,  and  new-jersey 

might  probably  do  the  same. 

Mr.  Livingfton,  in  his  certificate,  fays, — and  on  his  (Mr.  Og- 
den's)  entering  into  conversation  with  me  relative  To  the 

CONDUCT  THAT   WOULD  BE   PURSUED  BY  THE  NeW-Y0RK  D^t 

Legation,  &c 

This  was  a  very  natural  enquiry  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Ogden. 
He  had  been  told  by  Mr.  Burr  that  he  hadgW  reafon  to  expecl 
that  New-York  on  a  fecond  ballot  would  vote  for  him,  and  Mr. 
Ogden,  therefore,  when  referred  to  Mr.  Livingfton,  very  proper^ 
ly  afked — what  ivould  be  the  conducl  of  the  New-York  delegation  t 
To  which  Mr.  Livingfton  replied  that  he  was  determined  to  vote 
for  Mr.  Jefferfon. 

Such  is  the  teftimony  with  regard  to  the  negotiation,  which 
the  apologift  of  Mr.  Burr  has  denominated  anonimous% and  the  rer 
fore  unworthy  of  credence.  But  can  teftimony  be  more  direct^ 
more  conclusive,  more  convincing  ?  There  never  was,  even  in 
a  court  of  juftice,  a  cafe  more  fully  eftabliihed  than  the  negocia* 
tion  of  Mr.  Burr  with  Mr.  Ogden. 

And  what  part  of  the  teftimony  is  anonimous?  That  of  Dr. 
Linn  and  Mr.  Abeel?  No.  That  of  Mr.  Ogden  rrinifelf  ?  No. 
That  of  Mr.  Edward  Livingfton  ?  Certainly  not.  That  of  Gene- 
ral Hamilton?  No;  for  hjs  declaration  made  at  Albany  in  the 
prefence  of  Judge  Troup,  Judge  Pendleton,  Mr.  Jofiah  Ogden 
Hoffman,  and  Judge  B.  Livingfton,  who  authorized  its  publica- 
tion, is  tantamount  to  the  evidence  contain,  d  in  his  letter  to 
his  friend  at  Wafhington.  In  the  prefence  of  thofe  gentlemen  he 
declared  that  Mr.  Burr  had  negotiated  for  the  Presidency,  and 
that  he  could  prove  it  in  a  court  of  juftice.  In  his  letter  to  his 
friend  at  Wafhington,  although  he  details  with  precifion  what 
took  place  at  the  interview  as  derived  from  Mr.  Ogden  himjelf> 
he  fays  no  more.  But  if  there  is  any  difficulty  about  the  letter, 
it  fhall  be  eafily  removed.  If  General  Hamilton  denies  that  he 
ivrote  ity  I  luill  injlantly  publtfb  the  name  tf  the  gentleman  iuha 
tommnnicated  it  to  me  for  publication.  Mr.  Burr  owes  it  to  him- 
felf  and  to  the  public  to  call  on  General  Hamilton  to  afcertain, 
jf  he  doubts,  whether  he  wrote  it  or  not ;  but  as  a  gentleman, 
without  this  application,  it  is  the  duty  of  General  Hamilton,  it 
is  due  to  Col.  Burr,  exprefsly  to  deny  that  he  wrote  it— if  he 
did  not, 

F  |  N  I  S? 
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